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 A MESSAGE FROM OUR Editor 

Dear All,  
 
Well Winter has arrived although the 
last few days have seemed almost 
balmy. 
 
There are a few dates to keep in mind 
through out the year—namely our 50th 
Birthday anniversary and I hope many 
of you can make it.  
 
Also our book launch at the end of Oc-
tober which will be quite exciting but 
more on that later.  
 
I hope you are all keeping warm and 
enjoy this newsletter 
 
Thank you 
 
Katrina  

Committee Contacts: 
President: Bruce Carboon 

Vice President: Katrina Bradfield 

Secretary: Christine  Bronchinetti 
Treasurer: Jenny Couper 

Chief Historian: Chris Bronchinetti 

Archives Phone Number   
03 53 67 9336 

Enquiries- 
enquiries@bmdhs.org.au.  

Website- http://bmdhs.org.au/ 

 Past Life Members: 
Mona Denny RIP: 1975 

Geoff Hine RIP: 2008 

Audrey Malcolm RIP: 1991 

Pulteney Malcom RIP: 2002 

Gwyn Moore RIP: 2011 

Jean Oomes RIP: 2009 

William Payne RIP: 1981 

Wally Stewart RIP: 1996 

Doug Watson RIP: 2001 

Current Life Members: 
Christina Hallett 

Frances Hannah 

Betty Osborn 

Geoff Stancliffe 

Wendy Vearing 

Susan Woods 

Marlene Spurr 

New Members Welcome: 
Subscription Single $20, Family $25 
Postage of newsletter $15 extra per year 
Due each July 

mailto:enquiries@bmdhs.org.au


Early Inquests in Bacchus Marsh 
1846 – William Shelverton, Overseer for William Henry Bacchus Jnr. 
 
On Saturday 14 September 1839 the Postmaster, David Kelsh, printed a list of un-
claimed letters held at the Melbourne Post Office in the Port Phillip Gazette. Amongst 
the names was a letter addressed to a William Shelverton which suggested he may 
have just recently arrived in the District of Port Phillip in the Colony of News South 
Wales or was soon expected.  
 
William Shelverton was born in Burwell, Cambridge, England around 1793 to Wil-
liam Shelverton Snr. (1760-1831) and Mary Lamb (1768-1850). He was a member of 
a large family and his younger brother George (1799-1883 Hobart) and wife Ann 
Poole established a family in Tasmania around the same time he came to Australia . 
There is evidence that Shelverton married twice (Mary Baldock (1793-1820) and then 
Mary Casburn (1801-1828)) and had at least three children in England. It appears that 
a son Henry (Harry) Lamb Shelverton (1827-1881) from the second marriage also 
made the journey to Tasmania; but no reference of him accompanying his father to 
Melbourne in the early 1840s was uncovered. Clearly Shelverton had family links 
back in Tasmania similar to many families settling in Bacchus Marsh. Shortly after 
his arrival in Melbourne Town, he took up employment with the Bacchus family to 
assist them with their farming pursuits west of the settlement. 
 

 
 

Elisha Noyce, lithograph, Collins Street – Town of Melbourne, Port Philip [i.e. Phillip], New South Wales, 1840. Pictures Collection, State 
Library of Victoria. 

 



The following year on Monday 22 June 1840 it was reported in the Port Phillip Patriot 
and Melbourne under the heading Accident that the respected fellow townsman Captain 
William Henry Bacchus [aged approximately 58 years], had been thrown from his horse 
and fractured his leg on the previous Wednesday (17 June), whilst on his way to his son's 
station. In the 1840s injuries of this nature could prove fatal, especially for a man of his 
age, given the limited access to medical skill and knowledge in the regional outposts. 
Fortunately, Captain Bacchus did survive this incident and lived well into his sixties 
until he passed on the 26th February 1849 of heart disease. This riding incident must 
have been a scare for both his only son and daughter William Henry Bacchus Junior 
(aged 20 years) and Eliza Bacchus (aged 12 years) who had left their mother behind in 
England.    
 

 
 

Captain William Henry Bacchus, Archive Pictures Collection - Bacchus Marsh & District Historical Society Inc 

 
The Port Phillip Patriot and Melbourne Advertiser on Thursday 21 January 1841 an-
nounced with great jubilation the appointment of William Byam Wilmot Esquire M.D. 
as the new Coroner for the district. It stated that His Excellency [Major Sir George 
Gipps]  had left the matter entirely in the hands of Mr. La Trobe, and the reporter 
strongly believed that His Honor’s [Charles Joseph La Trobe, CB (or Latrobe; 20 March 
1801 – 4 December 1875) appointed in 1839 the Superintendent of the Port Phillip Dis-
trict of New South Wales]  choice had been quite judicious. Three months later the enthu-
siasm had clearly waned due to the glacial pace of the new colonial administration being 
enacted between Sydney and Melbourne. On Saturday 3 April the Port Phillip Gazette 
printed a scathing article on the inability of the Coroner to carry out his duties. It cited 
four real cases where the services of a Coroner would have aided significantly in the 
administration of justice, but remained unavailable ‘through some official neglect’.  
 



The author went on further to state: 
 

‘Here is proof sufficient either of the ignorance or neglect of the authorities to call into operation 
an office which at present merely exists in mockery of the necessities of the public. It is said that Dr 
Wilmot, who received the Commission of Coroner nearly three months since, awaits some communi-
cation from the Attorney General of Sydney before he can legally exercise any power...’ 

 
A postscript at the end of the article simply stated, ‘Since the above was in type we 
learn that Doctor Wilmot has been sworn into office by Judge Willis’. Current news 
was now old news and the District of Port Phillip finally had its first Coroner who 
could legally act on behalf of judges within the Colony’s judicial system. 
 
There was a comprehensive article in the Geelong Advertiser and Squatters' Advocate 
on Saturday 23 May 1846, reporting on a case involving an assault upon Henry Dew-
ing who was a rider in the hurdle races held at Moonee Ponds on the 26th March of 
that year. David German was one person accused of committing the assault, the moti-
vation being that he was unhappy that Dewing had won the race. Dewing was struck 
several times with sticks and fought back with his riding crop; he eventually fell from 
his mount sustaining several injuries and lost consciousness. Dr David John Thomas a 
local surgeon attended Dewing at the racecourse and found him in a state of insensibil-
ity with a serious contused head wound, which he believed had been caused by a kick 
from one of his attackers. He ordered his immediate removal to the Pastoral Hotel in 
Queen Street Melbourne, which was achieved via steamer on the nearby Maribyrnong 
River. Dr Thomas visited Dewing three times that evening and identified eight to ten 
contusions on his body, one which he considered life threatening. At 11 p.m., however, 
the Doctor was more concerned about Dewing’s racing pulse and was about to extract 
some blood from his arm, when he finally regained consciousness. 
 
Four men forging their lives in the new District of Port Phillip, William Shelverton, 
William Henry Bacchus Junior, William Byam Wilmot and Dr David John Thomas; 
little did they know their lives would cross within five years and that one would lose 
his life. 
 

*                         *                         * 
 
On the afternoon of Monday 29 June 1846 William Henry Bacchus Juniors’ fifty year 
old Overseer, William Shelverton, was seriously injured after being thrown from a 
horse that kick-jumped while he was attempting to mount it. That night the Melbourne 
Surgeon Dr David John Thomas was sent for to attend to Shelverton who was in a seri-
ous state and had now been placed in a bed at the station. On receiving notice of the 
accident Dr Thomas proceeded immediately to the Station from Melbourne, not arriv-
ing until the next morning (Tuesday 30 June 1846).  
 
On his arrival Dr Thomas immediately examined Shelverton and identified that his 
injuries were causing a serious paralysis in the lower half of his body. Surprisingly, 
Shelverton was still conscious and able to converse and explain to the Doctor how he 
had been thrown from a horse, which must have assisted greatly with the diagnosis. On 
close examination Dr Thomas discovered that on moving different limbs and his body, 
Shelverton complained of severe pain in the upper part of his neck. After administering 
the usual remedies for injuries of this nature which were never documented, Dr Thom-



as concluded that they were life threatening and that Shelverton needed to be conveyed 
immediately to Melbourne where he could be regularly attended. 
 
Thoughts must have flooded back to his own father’s accident in 1840, when William 
Henry Bacchus (Jnr.) arrived at his station on the afternoon of Tuesday 30 June 1846. 
Unlike the fractured leg sustained by his own father exactly 6 years and one week earlier 
to the day; Shelverton had incurred a far more serious injury. On the Doctor’s advice he 
gave instructions to immediately transport Shelverton to Melbourne Town. No steamer 
could be used in this case, but rather a horse drawn vehicle, even though he had sus-
tained serious neck injuries. One cannot begin to imagine how agonising that journey 
must have been for the seriously injured man. 
 
From Wednesday 1 July 1846, Shelverton was attended by William Hogell a semi-
illiterate Seaman currently residing in Melbourne. Throughout that period he reported 
that the patient remained quite sensible and relived the accident that had led to his injury 
over and over. Five days after the incident it must have become obvious to all that 
Shelverton would likely die from his injuries. It was now the time to put his affairs in 
order. He had not planned to die and consequently had not duly made his last will and 
testament. On Saturday 4 July 1846 he dictated his last wishes and named William Hen-
ry Bacchus Jnr. and Thomas Herbert Power as his Executors. Even in his serious condi-
tion and partial paralysis, he put to pen to paper and signed his name on the legal docu-
ment. 
 

 
 

Last Will and Testament, William SHELVERTON, Public Records Office Victoria 

 
Shelverton lingered only another twenty four hours when he finally succumbed to his 
injuries on the evening of Sunday 5 July 1846.  His intellect was sound up to a few hours 
before his death. Dr Thomas conducted a post mortem examination and found a fracture 
through one of the arches of the third dorsal vertebra on the spinal cord. He also reported 
that there was a large coagulum of blood within the investry [?] membrane and that the 
upper portion of the spinal cord was in a state of inflammation and the vessels were 
much congested. He concluded that this was likely the cause of his death; Shelverton had 
died from a broken neck. 
 
After the post mortem examination William Shelverton’s body was buried in a Mel-
bourne cemetery on Monday 6 July 1846 without any formal notification being given to 
the Coroner. On hearing of Shelverton’s death and subsequent burial William Byam 
Wilmot, Melbourne’s first Coroner, immediately issued a warrant for the body to ex-
humed and an Inquest be conducted on Tuesday 7 July 1846 at the Crown Hotel, Lons-
dale Street, Melbourne.  
 



The inquisition was conducted by Wilmot in front of a duly sworn jury made up of the 
following twelve lawful citizens from the District: George Coates, Thomas Gordon, Jo-
seph Grey, John Symmonds, John Bland, Alexander Barrie, Charles Callow, John 
McDonell, James Ordish, Denis Paden, Stephen Toogood and Richard Barry.  
 
Dr David John Thomas, William Henry Bacchus and William Hogell all provided evi-
dence at the inquest. The information provided by all three regarding the cause of the 
injuries was remarkably consistent. Bacchus provided a character reference for Shelver-
ton stating that he was a ‘man of good character’ and ‘lived on good terms with every-
one at the station’. He also noted, although absent on the day, that he was also quite so-
ber at the time of accident.  
 
The final conclusion of the Inquest was that William Shelverton was: 
 

‘accidentally killed in consequence of being thrown from a certain horse whereby he received so 
serve an injury that he lingered for about six days when he expired’. 

 
William Shelverton’s body was reburied; his accident, death and inquest were all com-
prehensively reported in the newspapers of the time. His death was also officially regis-
tered [Reg No: 4175, BDM Vic]. 
 
One day later William Shelverton’s worldly assets were now the focus of attention and 
on Wednesday 8 July 1846 the Port Phillip Patriot and Morning Advertiser printed the 
following notification:  
 

 
 

Port Phillip Patriot and Morning Advertiser, Wed 8th July 1846, TROVE 

 
Bacchus and Power were now formally acting as Executors of Shelverton’s estate and 
they ran a series of notices in local papers seeking any claims against the estate from 



Friday 25 December 1846 through to the Tuesday 2 February 1847. William Shelverton 
left his entire estate, totalling less than one hundred and eighty pounds sterling, to his 
son John Lamb Shelverton [Henry ‘Harry’ Lamb Shelverton?] who was living in Van 
Diemen’s Land on him reaching the age of twenty one years.  
 
In relation to the three other men in the story; the Argus on Friday 2 June 1871 reported 
the sudden death of Dr. David John Thomas (Fellow: Royal College of Surgeons, Eng-
land, Doctor of Medicine, Surgeon: Melbourne Hospital, Official Visitor of lunatic asy-
lums, Examiner: University of Melbourne, Member: Medical Board and President 
(1864): Medical Society) who was seized by a fit of sanguineous apoplexy (stroke) on 
Thursday 1 June, which proved fatal a few hours later [Reg No: 4561, BDM Vic]. He 
was 58 years old and still practicing and performing operations at the Melbourne Hospi-
tal on the day he died. He was the oldest medical practitioner in Melbourne having ar-
rived about April 1839.  
 
On Saturday 23 January 1875 the Weekly Examiner (Launceston, Tas.) reported that 
early and respected colonist (arrived 1839) Dr William B. Wilmot, who had been the 
first Coroner of Melbourne, died the previous year on the 8 November 1874 at the age of 
70 years. The delay in the public notice may suggest that he was no longer living in Aus-
tralia at the time of his death. 
 

 
 

William Byam Wilmot (Arrived 1839, Photo No. 410), David John Thomas M.D. (Arrived 1842, Photo No. 645), T. F. Chuck's historical photo-
graphic montage entitled The Explorers and Early Colonists of Victoria made in 1872. It contains 713 photos, State Library of Victoria. 

 
William Henry Bacchus Junior died on Thursday 7 July 1887 at his residence 
‘Peerewur’ situated at Warrenheip near Ballarat. He was only 66 years of age [Reg No: 
12258, BDM Vic]. 
 
Bruce Carboon 



Some Interesting recollections of Bacchus Marsh  
Bacchus Marsh Express Newspaper 2nd September 1911 
BACCHUS MARSH HISTORY. 
Mr James Grant, sixth son of Robert Grant, Caithness, who brought 9 sons and 3 daugh-
ters and his wife to Geelong in ship Clifton, February 1852. 
Came to Bacchus Marsh to Mr. W. Grant of Millbank, (a brother) who was a baker in 
Melbourne in 1840, 
Went to James’s Broadlands estate, Bacchus Marsh. Stayed about two years. Grew hay. 
Big flood May 1852. Mr. H. Hodgson, sen., came out in ship Clifton the year before the 
Grants did. Mr. Hodgson lost a son, aged 5 years, in brick-hole, below what is now Mr. 
Morris's residence.  Mr.Hodgson's Myrniong property is named Clifton after the ship. 
There is now a Clifton on Darley road, named after its builder, a sharebroker. 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Grant and family went to Maddingley; also rented Borhoneyhurk, 
at Meredith, from Captain Smith, P.M., Kyneton. Family relatives still at Meredith. 
Rented land from Captain McLachlan's widow on Pentland Hills - Ballochmyle, name 
given by McLachlan.  
A man named Blow had the Pentland Hills from what is now Smiths up as far as Jimmy 
Cowan's, and across to Mt. Blackwood. Werribee the south boundary most probably. 
Mr. James Grant went: to Upper Macedon, rented land from Mr. James Elliot, who 
went to Meredith as hotel keeper, and died there. Mr. Grant remained at Upper Mace-
don until two years ago. Then came to Gisborne. Lost a son at railway crossing near 
Sunbury. Another son is living in Bacchus Marsh. James Grant is now living at Elstern-
wick. Henry James, then owner of Broadlands, was found dead in his garden, sitting in 
wheelbarrow. Dealt largely in horses. Owner of Cromwell, bought from McDougall, 
Essendon; and Matchless, bought from Scotch Jock. 
Black Douglass came to the Grant’s house when they were on Broadlands. 
First bridge (a softwood laminated arch) over the Werribee river in Grant Street was 
built by a man named Munro, from Geelong. It was paid for by the Government. 
Mr. W. Grant, Sen., of Millbank, gave half of Grant Street; and Mr. Pilmer, then owner 
of Border Inn, gave the other half of the street. Mr. Watt, lessee of Border Inn, partly 
built a log bridge there, it was not finished; and a flood took it away. 
First school, taught by Mr. Ball, held in house below the Woolpack, where Mr. Kissock 
lived later on. Iron school near St. Patrick's bridge, was opened by Mr. Edhurst, but it 
was not used much.  
The late Mr. Henry James let them build there.  
Most of the children went across to Maddingley to Mr. Simon Morrison. 
Mr. Garland built the Courthouse hotel. Lepp Wells made the bricks. Mr. Purdy owned 
the hotel, and got license. Then Mr. and Mrs. H. Tanner. 
Robert Grant, senior, was one of seven brothers, and had no sister. All lived to over 70. 
Only William and Robert came to Australia; one went to America. Rest remained in 
Scotland. 
The family was a Border one. Robert Grant went to Caithness. Paternal grandfather 
died fairly young. Maternal grandmother, Logan, lived to a great age. 
 



Bacchus Marsh Express Newspaper 23rd September 1911 
BUSHRANGING DAYS is BACCCUS MARSH. 
Tue following particulars are given us by Mr. James Grant: 
In 1853, three bushrangers in the Mallee at Djerriwarrh creek, stuck up a lot of 
diggers, both ways. Mr. Simpson, sen., butcher, was on the road to Melbourne as a 
carrier. Shepherd employed. by Melton Pyke, warned Simpson, who escaped the 
bushrangers and came this way to Bacchus Marsh. 
They were afterwards caught. Breen was Sergeant. George Lodge and Clifford 
constables. In 1854 three bushrangers appeared one Sunday morning below where 
the Presbyterian church now stands on Pentland Hills. Held up 13 bullock teams.  
Wounded a man named Rutherford, and took his money. Were caught at Creswick. 
Tom Smith found Rutherford helpless. Managed to get him. home. 
One man named Chamberlain stuck up some men near Blow's fiat (now Myrni-
ong). Mrs. McLachlan had two daughters and a son-in-law drowned in the ship 
London.  
The Bacchus Marsh Courthouse was built about 1860. Melbourne contractors. 
'Stone got from Matson's, Bald hill quarry. 
Dr. John Grant, first doctor in Bacchus Marsh. Came about 1849. Lived at Wool-
pack Inn. Is now buried in Holy Trinity churchyard. 
Tom Smith found Rutherford near a spring at his place.  
  
Bacchus Marsh Express Newspaper 23rd December 1911 
ANCIENT BACCHUS MARSH. 
WE have a few more recollections from Mr. James grant, son of Robert Grant, 
who, with his brother William Grant, of Millbank, was the founder of the 
Grant family in the Bacchus Marsh Valley:- 
In 1852 Mr. Thomas Breen was Sergeant of Police; and George Lodge, Thomas 
Cullen, and Michael Callaghan Constables. They wore no particular uniform. 
Mr. Charles Labilliere was the magistrate. He lived at Yaloak Vale, and the old 
homestead still exists. 
Messrs Cook, Scott, and Clarke bought farms near the Woolpack from Mr. Grif-
fiths, of Griffiths & Greene. 
Mr. Leahy built the Farmers' Arms, now part of the Millers' property at Hopetoun.  
Mr. J. E. Crook built the Woolpack. Let it to Pyke at £1,000 a year. 
Pilmer built the Border Inn. Watt rented it. He used to pay £50 per ton for hay and 
send it to Gisborne for Cobb's coaches. 
Ploughing match at Cruikshank's farm on the Lerderderg.  
Alex. McCubbin, ploughing for Millbank Grant, was the winner; Peter Grant, 2nd; 
Robert Grant, 3rd. 
McCubbin was the driver of the horse and dray over the Deep Creek cliff. The 
shafts broke, and the horse turned a somersault and came on its feet. 
  
  
 Christine Bronchinetti 



PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 
Dear Fellow Historians, 
 
As we approach the middle of the year the Society continues to meet many 
of its objectives and be a major source of historical information to the 
community and organisations.  The volunteers working on various projects 
and assisting in the Archive are doing an amazing job. 
 
Big thanks to Bronwyn Akers for her excellent guided tours of Maddingley 
Park. It was great learning about the various areas and historical structures 
that still remain within the boundaries and those now lost. Bronwyn also 
provided a talk on the topic with the local Apple FM, which might be 
something the Society can explore for future activities. This was comple-
mented with the equally outstanding informative display at the library. One 
of the best I’ve personally seen so far. 
 
Heather and Chrissy are putting together the 50th Anniversary celebration 
and the WW1 Book project is nearing the proofing stage as the format is 
finalised. The budgets for both projects will be reviewed by the committee 
at the next meeting. John is also working in the background on the Com-
puter network project and currently is finalising his assessment of the soft-
ware and looking at possible implementation options. There’s a lot going 
on, especially when you add the business as usual.  
 
At our members March meeting, Gus Steegstra provided an extremely in-
formative presentation on the Darley Fire Brick Company followed by 
Paul Reeves will follow with a talk about the Railway upgrade.  Future 
presentations for July/September will include topics such as the BM Trias-
sic Park and John Johnstone, the creator of the ‘Pleasure Park’ at Mad-
dingley who went on to be the Superintendent of State Plantations and 
oversaw the State Nursery and Plantation at Creswick. Ensure you put the 
dates in your diary. 
 
The second half of the year is going to be busy, so if you wish to help out, 
please let us know.   
 
Bruce Carboon 

The opposite page shows the walk through Maddingley park that Bronwyn 
hosted 





Meeting dates 2018 

 
Members Meetings 

 

 

July 27th  
 

September 27th  

 

October 25th AGM 
 

November 29th Christmas Dinner 

 

All alternate months will be committee 
meetings. 

All members meetings will be held in the 

James Young Room, Lerderderg Library, 

Bacchus Marsh 

Newsletter deadlines 
 
 
June  15th 
 
Theme: Football 
 
August 18th 
 
Your memories of the Society 
 
November   17th 
 
50 years of The Express 

KEEP THE DATES FREE! 
 
50TH BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS— 
PLOUGH INN, MYNRIONG—OCTOBER 7TH 2018 
(INVITATIONS COMING SOON) 
 
BOOK LAUNCH—WW1 DIGGERS 
NOVEMBER 10 
VENUE TO BE CONFIRMED 


