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 A MESSAGE FROM OUR Editor 

Dear All,  
 
Apologies for the late newsletter but 
I’ve been snowed under by World War 
One soldiers of the district—so to 
speak. We are nearing the completion 
of research for our book and we are 
getting quite excited about the book 
launch in November this year. 
 
Also this year we celebrate our 50th 
Birthday and I hope as many of you 
can make it as possible. Dates and ven-
ue will be divulged soon.  
 
Our next meeting is Thursday 29th 
where we have two fascinating guest 
speakers so please come along and en-
joy the talks on local history 
 
Thank you 
 
Katrina  

Committee Contacts: 
President: Bruce Carboon 

Vice President: Katrina Bradfield 

Secretary: Christine  Bronchinetti 
Treasurer: Jenny Couper 

Chief Historian: Chris Bronchinetti 

Archives Phone Number   
03 53 67 9336 

Enquiries- 
enquiries@bmdhs.org.au.  

Website- http://bmdhs.org.au/ 

 Past Life Members: 
Mona Denny RIP: 1975 

Geoff Hine RIP: 2008 

Audrey Malcolm RIP: 1991 

Pulteney Malcom RIP: 2002 

Gwyn Moore RIP: 2011 

Jean Oomes RIP: 2009 

William Payne RIP: 1981 

Wally Stewart RIP: 1996 

Doug Watson RIP: 2001 

Current Life Members: 
Christina Hallett 

Frances Hannah 

Betty Osborn 

Geoff Stancliffe 

Wendy Vearing 

Susan Woods 

Marlene Spurr 

New Members Welcome: 
Subscription Single $20, Family $25 
Postage of newsletter $15 extra per year 
Due each July 

mailto:enquiries@bmdhs.org.au


PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
Dear Fellow Historians, 
The year has well and truly started and the Archive has already been open for more than a 
month and with it the project research, data entry, books sales, donations and research 
requests has commenced in full. The ‘Open Door’ policy is proving to be a great success 
and we continue to have new and interesting community members dropping in to seek 
information or make a donation.     
 
We commenced 2018 with our first meeting of members in January where Katrina Lyle 
and Katrina Bradfield gave us a comprehensive update on the WW1 Book project and 
provided us some insights into the format, content and research methodologies used. It 
was well received and there were many questions regarding some of the challenges faced 
by the writing team. It is their aim to finish the first draft by the end of March so they are 
extremely busy at present finishing off the final entries for the last two years of the war. 
The book launch will be Saturday 10th November 2018 – ensure it’s pencilled in your dia-
ries. Next meeting – Gus Steegstra will give us a presentation on the Darley Fire Brick 
Company and Paul Reeves will follow with a talk about the Railway upgrade.   
 
The first meeting of the Committee for 2018 will be in February and the business agenda 
is growing daily. I hope you all received and read the minutes from the December 2017 
meeting and happy with the progress being made on all fronts by your elected representa-
tives. Due to the great relationship Chris Bronchinetti has maintained with the local paper 
we continue to receive unprecedented support for our various heritage campaigns. I draw 
you attention to the recent front page article in the Moorabool Times, 13 Feb 2018, Titled: 
Who are these Men? What a great way to engage with the community and draw on their 
collective knowledge. Jenny Couper has also fostered an invaluable relationship with the 
local The Village Shopping Centre which is very keen to become a sponsor of our activi-
ties. I will be attending my first meeting of HAC and I hope to have more information in 
following newsletters. Wendy’s shoes will be mighty hard to fill. There are many other 
achievements. 
 
The oldest chimney at the former Darley Firebrick Company site has been restored to the 
height when construction of the Aged Care Facility first commenced (it was originally 
much higher). The Society has maintained a valued relationship with the builders (Croft) 
and they appear to be meeting all of the planning obligations imposed by the Council re-
garding the heritage site memorial. Text for a memorial plaque was provided by the Soci-
ety last year and we look forward to its installation at a later date. Already the new owners 
(Royal Freemasons I believe) have started promoting the sizable facility to various groups 
around the community. Drive past and take a look. 
 
Finally, as part of the National Trust Heritage Month a guided Walk of Maddingley Park 
has been organised for dates in April and May (See notice for more details in this newslet-
ter). The walk will be conducted by one of our new members Bronwyn Akers. I know I 
will be attending one of the sessions and I strongly urge you all to participate, support the 
initiative and a learn more about a great community space. This will also coincide with a 
change to our display outside the Archive at the Library. Aptly the theme of the new dis-
play will be about the history of the park. This is all so timely given that the Maddingley 
Park Committee are currently looking at ideas about how they might improve this cher-
ished public resource. Learn the history as you walk. 
 
Bruce Carboon 





 

Early Inquests in Bacchus Marsh 
1843 – Peter Johnson, Seaman or Servant 
 
On Wednesday 22nd March 1843 Griffiths & Borrodaile Co. Merchant and Traders 
Agents situated at Custom House Square advertised on the front page of the Port 
Phillip Gazette that the brig named the Union would be sailing for Launceston, 
Tasmania as soon as the inward cargo was off loaded and discharged to the various 
customers. A. Grainger was listed as the Master of the Union which was well suited 
for the transportation of stock and also had superior accommodation for passengers 
who wished to move between the Colonies. The article had been placed since the 
16th March 1843. The Union was just one of many ships that the Griffiths & Bor-
rodaile Co. utilised in the profitable business of the transporting goods and people 
between the burgeoning ports along the New South Wales and Tasmanian coasts. 
 
The importance of this specific date relates to the main character of this story, a 
Seaman named Peter Johnson who worked on the Union. There was no evidence of 
his age or background. He may have come from Launceston, Tasmania where the 
Union was registered, which could have suggested a hidden convict past, but this is 
only speculative. Easter was only a few weeks away and the crew of the Union 
would have been hard at work securing the cargo and preparing for the return trip 
across Bass Straight to the port of Launceston. 
 
On Thursday 23rd March 1843 Johnson made a critical decision to leave the Union 
and his life as a Seaman and pursue a life on the mainland in the Colony of New 
South Wales. Rather than jump ship, which was a common practice, he followed 
the correct procedure and was issued a Certificate of Discharge signed by A. Grain-
ger the Master of the Union and R.H. Bunbury the Superintendent of Water Police 
for Port Phillip.  

 

Certificate of Discharge – 
PRoVic./Inquest 1843/32 

Peter JOHNSON 



No reason was given for this significant sea change. Was he offered a better job or 
did he merely wish to bury his past like so many other convicts who left their Colo-
ny of their incarceration? Maybe his motivation was simply linked to frailties of 
being human. His health may have been the major influence on his decision to take 
up a life on the land. There is no information on what Johnson did in late March and 
early April 1843 in the growing settlement of Melbourne as Easter grew closer. This 
has been lost to time. 
 
On Thursday 13th April 1843 James Elijah Crook noted that a man arrived at his 
Woolpack Inn on the main road to the settlement of Bacchus Marsh. The man was 
ill and unable to travel any further. There was no mention of whether he arrived by 
horse drawn carriage or by foot, although the later seems more likely. Either way, 
the Woolpack Inn, which had recently become a licenced lodging house, was a wel-
come refuge in his ailing condition. Crook, himself only new to the area (1841), 
noted that the man claimed to be a servant of the squatter named Goodman, who 
occupied two separate runs with a man called Chenery, north of the Marsh towards 
Gisborne and Coimadai called Bullengarook. The man said he was to meet Mr 
Goodman at the Woolpack Inn, but his illness had now consumed him and he re-
treated to bed.    

 
 

 

Bullengarook Runs – Goodman & 
Chenery (1841-1848) 



The following day the 14th April was Good Friday and for the next few days across 
the Easter weekend Goodman’s ill servant stayed convalescing at the Inn. On Sun-
day 16th April, Easter Monday, the man had still not been picked up by Goodman. 
Crook then decided to send him to Goodman’s station on one of his own drays.  
 
What transpired over the following week is unknown, but on Sunday 23rd April 
Crook returned to his Woolpack Inn only to discover that the Man had also returned 
from Goodman’s and he was in worse state than before Easter. This time he was 
complaining of significant pain and once again he was put to bed. 
 
On the morning of Monday 24th April the man’s condition was unchanged and 
Crook gave him caster oil, opening pills and some gruel which he claimed made 
him feel slightly better. Unfortunately his illness was serious and his condition con-
tinued to deteriorate into the evening. 
 
On Tuesday 25th April after a restless night at approximately 12 noon the man died 
at the Woolpack Inn. He suffering ceased. 
 
After his death Crook immediately sent a man to notify the local Justices of the 
Peace for the Colony of New South Wales, Charles Griffith and James Moore Es-
quires. They would be required to conduct an inquest into the cause of death. Crook 
also instructed his men to wash the dead man’s body in preparation for the inquiry. 
In payment for this difficult task he gave them the dead man’s clothes. 
 
Charles J. Griffith M.A., J.P (1808-1863) was a prominent local landowner who in 
later years would become a Member of both the Legislative Council and Assembly 
at different times. He would also Chair the Board of Education in the 1860s. He and 
his partner James Moore (1808-1895) purchased substantial local property off W. 
McKenzie in December 1840 and called it Glenmore.   
 
 



On Tuesday 26th April both Charles Griffith J.P. and James Moore J.P. conducted a 
brief inquest at the Woolpack Inn. They only took one affidavit in their investiga-
tions from James Elijah Crook. No statement was obtained from Mr Goodman to 
ascertain what happened to the man in the missing week.  
 
A close examination of the deceased’s body was conducted by the J.P.’s and they 
noted that the body displayed considerable swelling in the thighs and a discoloura-
tion of the whole of his back proceeding from the groin up to his armpit. No at-
tempt was made to explain this observation. They also noted that there were no 
external appearances of violence or other marks of disease which might explain the 
cause of death. No qualified medical practitioner was called to examine the body to 
provide an expert opinion. It is reasonable to assume such a person in district 
would have been fairly rare in the 1840s. The J.P.’s were both local land owners 
and there was no evidence to suggest that either had any past medical training. 
 
Only three documents were found upon the man’s body, however only one was 
referred to by the J.P.’s. It was a Certificate of Discharge for a Peter Johnson who 
recently was discharged from the brig Union. They deduced from this piece of evi-
dence that the name of deceased man before them was Peter Johnson. Identified by 
a document in the clothes he was wearing when he died. There was no reference to 
his possible age or any distinguishing features such as his estimated weight, height 
or hair colour.   
 
The final conclusion of the Inquest was that a servant named Peter Johnson died 
from natural causes on 25th April 1843 in Bacchus Marsh. 
 
Peter Johnson’s death was not reported in the papers of the time, nor was there any 
official registration of his death. A search of local cemeteries provided no clues to 
his last resting place in the valley. 
 
 
 
Bruce Carboon 
 
Bibliography: 
1. Bacchus Marsh & District Historical Society Inc. Archive 
2. Bacchus Marsh – A Pictorial Chronicle, by Gwyn Moore and Jean Oomes   
3. TROVE Newspapers: https://trove.nla.gov.au  
4. PRoV Inquests: https://www.prov.vic.gov.au/  
 

1843/32 Male Peter JOHNSON Cause of death: Natural causes; Location of inquest: Melbourne; 
Date of inquest: 26 Apr 1843, DATE: 1843, SERIES: Inquest Deposition Files, AGENCY: State 
Coroner's Office, CITATION: VPRS 24/ P0  unit 2,  item 1843/32 Male 
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Help needed, please can you name any of these men from the 1914 Bac-
chus Marsh Football team? 
If so please drop in to the Bacchus Marsh & District Historical Society 
Room, Lerderderg Library, 215 Main St, Bacchus Marsh on: Mondays, 
Tuesday or Fridays 10am – 12pm & 2pm to 4pm, or email us at: enquir-
ies@bmdhs.org.au 

mailto:enquiries@bmdhs.org.au
mailto:enquiries@bmdhs.org.au


Left to right 
Back Row: 1……………………………………………………..……,  
2 ……………………………………………………………….., 
3…………………………………………………………………………
4……………………………………………………………………..…., 
5 ……………………………………………………………………..…
6………………………………………………………………………… 
7…………………………………………………………………….. 
8…………………………………………………………………………
9……………………………………………………………………….. 
10……………………………………………………………………… 
 
Middle Row: 
1 ………………………………………………………………..….…..., 
2 ……………………………………………………………..….………, 
3………………………………………………………………………..., 
4 …………………………………………………………….….……..., 
5 ………………………………………………………………………..., 
6 …………………………………………………………..…………… 
7 ……………………………………………………………………… 
 
Front Row: 
1 ………………………………………………………………………,  
2 …………………………………………………………..…………..,  
3 ……………………………………………………………….…… 

4 ……………………………………………………………………… 



The Bacchus Marsh & District Historical Society Inc 
Thanks our following supporters 

What Knots Picture Framing, 39 Fisken Street, Maddingley. 
 

P & C Glazing, Glazier & Glass Replacement Services, Cnr Sta-
tion & Fisken Sts, Maddingley. 

 

Bacchus Marsh Community Bank Branch of Bendigo Bank, 

2/137A Main St, Bacchus Marsh 
 

The Moorabool News, Local Newspaper, 58A Steiglitz St, Ballan. 
 

The Star Weekly, Melton & Moorabool, Local Newspaper, 222 

Ferris Rd, Melton South. 

Tiger Fan Lament (written 1985 read on 3LO) by Rita Smith 
 
 

Football is excitement, that’s what Tom Hafey said, 
Excitement now is waning with clubs deep in the red 
See that fellow running by, he used to play with us 
He decided  that he’d had enough of some internal fuss. 
He doesn’t look so good with those colours on his back 
And another thing has happened, our coach has got the sack.  
All through Spring and Summer we’ll have other sporting 
joys 
And pray that come next season, we can be proud of our 
footy boys. 
 
 
(from poetry found in the archives—topical I thought coming into the season 
and with the footy photo included) 

 





Meeting dates 2018 

 
Members Meetings 

 

January 25th  - Guest speakers—Katrina 

Lyle and Katrina Bradfield—progress on the 
WW1 book 

 

March 29th 

 
May 31st 

 

July 27th  

 
September 27th  

 

October 25th AGM 

 

November 29th Christmas Dinner 
 

All alternate months will be committee 

meetings. 

All members meetings will be held in the 
James Young Room, Lerderderg Library, 

Bacchus Marsh 

Newsletter deadlines 
 
April   14th 
 
Theme: Diggers 
 
June  15th 
 
Theme: Football 
 
August 18th 
 
Your memories of the Society 
 
November   17th 
 
50 years of The Express 

BM&DHS Inc March Meeting: Thursday 29th March 
2018 

James Young Room 
Lerderderg Library 

215 Main St, Bacchus Marsh. 
 

Bacchus Marsh & District Historical Society Inc welcomes members & 
non-members  
Guest Speaker Mr Gus Steegstra will speak of the Darley Firebrick 
Company at 7.30pm 
And Guest Speaker Mr Paul Reeves to speak of the Bacchus Marsh 
Railway upgrade at 8.15pm  


