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Clarke’s Marsh Newsletter 

THE BACCHUS MARSH & DISTRICT HISTORICAL SOCIETY INC 

Established 4th October 1968  
	

Happy Birthday to us 
On Sunday the 7th of October the Bacchus Marsh Historical Society celebrated its fiftieth 
birthday at the "The Plough" bistro, Myrniong. Members and friends of gathered to enjoy 
a complimentary meal and celebrate our fifty-year history. It was wonderful to share the 
day with Dr John and Susan Woods, who were so significant to the formation of our 
society. 
Don Garden of the Royal Historical Society of Victoria gave an informative presentation, 
bringing an awareness of the approaches taken by other historical societies. He 
acknowledged the treasure of archival material many district historical societies hold in 
their safekeeping and its value to research and cultural knowledge. 
 The highlight of the event was the unveiling and sharing of a beautiful cake baked and 
decorated by Gabrielle Shanahan. What a brilliant achievement. It really was the icing 
on the cake!  

More photos of the 50th birthday on page 6 
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2019 Archives Opening Hours 

Monday, Wednesday & Friday 1-4pm  

Also Sunday 1-4pm on the following 
dates: 

February 17, March 10, April 28, 

May 19, June 16, July 14, 

September 15, October 27, November 17 

 

Archives Phone Number  
03 53 67 9336  

Enquiries- enquiries@bmdhs.org.au. 

Website- http://bmdhs.org.au/  

Mail: PO box 223, Bacchus Marsh 3340 

 

2019 Members meetings 

 James Young Room, Lerderderg Library,  

215 Main St, Bacchus Marsh  

March 28th, May 30th,  

July 25th, September 26th 

	

Celebrating	2018	edition	
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President’s Report 
 

As we approach the Christmas break the Society can celebrate 
the completion of two major projects in 2018. The first being 
the Society’s fifty year celebration and the successful 
completion and launch of the new book; Honour to Whom 
Honour is Due: Bacchus Marsh & District Volunteers 1914-
1918.   
 
I would like to thank all of the active Members who have 
contributed in a myriad of ways to the success of the Society 
over the past twelve months. They have carried out research, 
provided representation, assisted in information 
dissemination/sharing, planned and organized events and 
assisted with major projects. 
 
As custodians of the local history and heritage, the job is truly 
never complete, but relentless and ongoing.  There are still a 
number of ongoing history projects to complete, such as: 
 
• Residential addresses project 
• Digitisation of the Rates  
• Pioneer Settlers Up to 1/1/1870 
 
There are also the two major infrastructural / organisational 
projects that need to be progressed. They are: 
 
• Renewing the Society's IT  
• Reviewing the Society's Rules 
 
It is clear that both these tasks alone have the potential to have 
a significant impact on our Archive and the way we will be 
doing our activities in the future. As a consequence, we will 
need all members to contribute to the debate and discussions 
as we navigate these tasks. It's vitally important we bring 
everyone along on this important journey. 
 
The new incoming Committee has already met more than once 
as it prepares for the next year and new challenges.  
 
The opening hours for the Archive to the community have been 
reviewed and it has been agreed that we move to three 
afternoons a week (Monday, Wednesday & Friday from 1-4pm) 
and trial opening one Sunday (1-4pm) a month. This will 
coincide with the opening of the Blacksmith's Cottage and 
Forge.  
 
The Society has also submitted an excellent grant application to 
PROV for the digitisation of The Express from 1919 through to 
1945 on TROVE. This would be a great step forward if we’re 
successful – so fingers crossed. 
 
Amongst all that, local interpretive boards are back on the 
agenda after a discussion with Rotary along with the 
resurrection of the Collections policy which was drafted twelve 
months ago. 

Before we close the Archive door for the last time and the end 
of year festivities commence, our vigilance on our precious 
heritage around our district must remain constant. The old 
railway station is being transformed, while there appears to be 
a divesting of country churches within our district. The Uniting 
Church, Myrniong and Thelma Ross Memorial Church, Parwan 
South, are both in the Victoria Heritage Register and appear to 
be targets of church sell offs.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Finally, as more graffiti appears on the old Hill View Cottage in 
Graham Street, Bacchus Marsh, spare a thought for this once 
loved and cherished home. It's hard to believe it continues to 
suffer such neglect. 
 

Have a safe, happy and rewarding break and I look forward to 
working with you all in the upcoming year. 
 
Bruce Carboon (President) 
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Having reached our first half-century of existence, it’s time to 
step back and reflect on the changes, achievements and 
challenges in the fifty year history of the Bacchus Marsh and 
District Historical Society.  Chris Bronchinetti delved into our 
Archives with Katrina Lyle to identify some of the milestones in 
our Society’s journey. 

1968: The Beginning 

The Bacchus Marsh Express (10.10.68) reported that, “The 
Historical Society was formed on the 4th October 1968 at the 
home of Dr John & Susan Woods, where about 30 citizens, 
predominately females, gathered". Mr A.E. Creelman was the 
first president; membership fees were fixed at $1 joining fee and 
$1 subscription per year.  

Society members in these very early years initially met in the 
homes of members, before convening for a time at the “Buff’s 
Lodge”. Later the Society found a permanent home in the 
Bacchus Marsh Public Library – including the 1896, 1971, and 
2012 versions. Gwyn Moore & Lib Gulline were not at the very 
first meeting; however, they attended the second & subsequent 
meetings. Among other early members were Joyce Lane, 
Dorothy Hookey and Betty Osborne.  

The catalyst for the formation of the Society was the impending 
removal of the local sandstone cells at the Bacchus Marsh 
Police Station. Concerned locals were stirred into action to save 
the cells from being moved to the folk museum at Swan Hill. 
Conservation of sites of cultural and historical significance 
became a priority.  Within weeks of the Society’s inception, the 
Express (31.10.68) reported:  “The newly formed Historical 
Society offered to take interest in the neglected Holy Trinity 
graveyard with Captain Bacchus' grave in it.”  

1969:  Research by Society members has long term 

consequences 
In May 1969, Betty Osborne and fellow Society members began 
researching the Bacchus family history, eventually finding 
Captain Bacchus' great granddaughter, Mrs Mona Denny in 
England. An early positive outcome of these endeavours was 
the donation to the Society of Captain Bacchus’ Militia Badge, 
Mourning Ring & family photo in October of 1969, followed by 
a $200.00 donation towards the preservation of Captain 
Bacchus’ grave. A very warm regard developed between the 
Bacchus Marsh Historical Society and Mrs Denny who was very 
grateful for the interest shown in her Bacchus ancestors. 
Significant long-term consequences followed (see below).  

Society research in 1969 also successfully identified all the 
missing names of the 1936 Pioneer Women's Memorial 
Avenue. Society members research during this year also lead to 
the location and reinstallation the 1936 Bacchus & Clarke  

plaques at the Station Street gateway at Maddingley Park. The 
plaques had been made for the 1936 centenary celebrations. 

 In October 1969, the Society had 55 members and was 
affiliated with the National Trust and the RHSV. 

The 1970’s:  preserving and promoting local cultural heritage   

A positive start to the decade was made in March 1970 when 
Mr & Mrs Malcolm opened the Manor House to the public. One 
hundred and sixty people attended this highly successful 
Historical Society event. In December of 1970 the Society 
conducted a luncheon at the Manor House, raising $200 
towards the restoration of Captain Bacchus’ grave.  
Commitment to the restoration of other unique local historical 
sites followed. In May 1971, Society members held a working 
bee at the Hopetoun Cemetery, erecting a post & rail fence.  
When the Shire Council purchased the Blacksmith’s Cottage in 
1976, the Society took responsibility for its restoration and 
refurbishment. Work commenced in 1977 and was completed 
in 1979. It was officially opened in March of 1979. 
In the early 1970’s the Society published of its first local 
histories.  Betty Osborne’s A History of Holy Trinity Church of 
England was published in 1971. The book was to cost only 
$1.00 and all proceeds were dedicated to raising funds for the 
restoration of Captain Bacchus’ grave. The Bacchus Story, a 
History of Captain W.H. Bacchus of Bacchus Marsh & his son, 
also written by Betty Osborne, followed in 1973. 

A secure home for the Society’s records was found when 
Council approved the use of a room at the back of the new 
(1971) library. To promote awareness and interest in in local 
history among library patrons, glass display case was installed 
in the library for the display of Society photos and documents. 

Further study of these documents could be made at the 
discretion of the librarian.  
 

In 1979, Gwyn Moore began taking the Bacchus Marsh Express 
to the State Library to be microfilmed, thus initiating a process 
that ensured the preservation of this priceless chronicle of local 
history for future generations.  

The 1980’s and beyond 

In 1980 the Society established the Mona Denny Memorial 
Trust. The Trust honours Captain Bacchus’ descendant, Miss 
Mona Denny, and her desire to foster the work of the Bacchus 
Marsh Historical Society through a bequest of $20,000. Bill 

Is it RIP to our founding pioneers memorial plaques? 

A Brief Look at the first 50 Years of the Bacchus Marsh & District Historical Society 
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Payne, Jean Oomes and Betty Osborne were the first trustees. 
One of the first activities of the Trust was to conduct a 
competition for school children who were asked to submit a 
project on the Avenue of Honour to librarian Jean Oomes.  
Prizes of between $10 and $50 were awarded.  

The Trust has supported a number of Historical Society 
endeavours in the ensuing years, including many of its 
publications.   

1983 - The Early History of the Bacchus Marsh Schools, 
(Walter Stewart) 
1986 - Bacchus Marsh: A Pictorial Chronicle (Jean Oomes & 
Gwyn Moore) reprinted 2012 
1994 - Rowsley Hall 1894 - 1994  (Dot Pedretti) 
2001 - Bacchus Marsh and The Boer War: A Community's 
Response (Barbara Manly, Chrissy Stancliffe, Gillian Davis and 
Geoff Hine) 
2003 - Bacchus Marsh Heritage Guide 
2018 - Honour to whom Honour is Due (Katrina Lyle & 
Katrina Bradfield)  

Society members have also supported the research of other 
historians and carried out research and writing on behalf of 
organisations interested in publishing their histories. The 
number of these histories has grown apace over the last 
decade. Among them are: 

2007 - From Millbank to the Lerdy: the Bacchus Marsh Golf 
Club 1907-2007, (Zoe Hill) 
2009 - Wipe your boots (Barbara Manly) 
Hills of Home: a Life of Robert Lawson, (David Ballieu) 
2010 - Parwan, a History, (Dianne Van Leeuwin)  
2010 - Exploring the Werribee Gorge, (Judy Davis and Bob 
Reid) 
2011 - The Lerderderg Yesterday and Today  (Judy Davis and 
Bob Reid) 
2011 - Ringing the Bell: Bacchus Marsh Urban Fire Brigade 
(Barrett, Tudball & Eggleston)  
2015 - Coimadai 129 (Margaret Love and Bernice Clark) 

2015 - Pioneer Women of Bacchus Marsh (CWA) This work 
built on one of the one of the Society’s earliest projects, 
identification of all the names in the Pioneer Women’s 
Avenue. 
2017 - To Evoke not a Face but a Soul (Margaret Love) 
2017 - Forty years on: St Andrews, Bacchus Marsh and 
Pentland Hills, Uniting Churches in Australia (Blackie and 
Kelly) 

Throughout this time the Society has maintained a commitment 
to identifying and preserving the cultural heritage of the district. 
In 1984 members requested that local council compile a 
register of historically significant trees within the Shire. This 
followed the destruction of the Osage orange grove in Fisken 
Street. In 1999 the Society helped establish a community based 
Heritage Advisory Group thus enabling the identification, 
mapping and monitoring of historic buildings and sites of 
cultural significance.  
In 2016 the Bacchus & Clarke plaques at Maddingley Park, 
were missing once more.  They were found and replaced after 
the Mona Denny Trust wrote to council requesting that they be 
put back. Unfortunately, after recent footpath works on the 
surrounding area, they have disappeared again, perhaps 
permanently.  
 

One of the most satisfying tasks carried out by Society members 
is completing research requests for individuals, often in search 
of their own ancestors or other aspects of local history. 
Members have helped countless members of the public 
research their family trees and have compiled hundreds of 
genealogical “maps” of local families. 

Over the past fifty years, much has been achieved. Important 
heritage buildings and other items of historical significance 
have been saved, often on the verge of being lost forever 
through neglect. Research continues to piece together the rich 
cultural past of Bacchus Marsh and district and publications tell 
its story.  

 

Fifty years on, it’s good to recall members who worked for the Society with such enthusiasm and commitment in earlier years. The 
following is not a definitive list, but some of these names are: 
Mr A Creelman, Lib Gulline, Christina Hallett, Joyce Lane, Audrey and Put Malcolm, Barb Manly, Nancy Manly, Gwyn Moore, 
Margaret Moritz, John Murphy, Jean Oomes, Betty Osborn, Bill Payne, Dot Pedretti, Wally Stewart, Jack Vallence, Doug Watson, 
George Whitlow, John and Susan Woods … and others.  

 

 

Past Life Members:  

Mona Denny RIP: 1975 Geoff Hine RIP: 2008, Audrey Malcolm RIP: 1991, Pulteney Malcom RIP: 2002, Gwyn Moore RIP: 

2011, Jean Oomes RIP: 2009, William Payne RIP: 1981, Wally Stewart RIP: 1996, Doug Watson RIP: 2001  

Current Life Members:  

Christina Hallett, Frances Hannah, Betty Osborn, Geoff Stancliffe, Wendy Vearing, Susan Woods, Marlene Spurr  
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 Welcomes and farewells 2018 at the BMDHS 

 

 

A message from your newsletter editors: 

We are looking forward to working with members to produce the BMDHS’ newsletters in 2019. 

Bring your ideas to the  BMDHS members’ meeting on the 28th of March to discuss your interests and what you would like to see in 
your newsletter. It is great to be able to follow up member’s interests with an article. Next issue will feature a research article about 
Victoria’s convict past, prompted by an interesting obituary of Mrs Catherine Sloss, found and shared by Frances Hannah.  

 We welcome your input and feedback,  

Katrina Lyle and Katrina Bradfield 

 
Please note: The editors of the newsletter welcome contributions for publication, however we reserve the right to edit 
submissions to suit the presentation and available space. Whilst every effort has been made to ensure information is 
correct at the time of publication, the Editors and Society do not give any warranty of the completeness or accuracy for 
the publications content or opinion. Please also note, the Society or Editors are not responsible for the contents of any 
other internet sites listed in this publication. 
 

 

 

 

 Bacchus Marsh & District Historical Society Office Bearers for 2019:  

President: Bruce Carboon,  

Vice President: Christine Bronchinetti, 

Secretary: Barb McMillan,  

Treasurer: Chris Bronchinetti,  

Chief Historian: Marlene Spurr 

Committee Members for 2019: 

Elaine Greenhall, Ros Johnson, Joyce Porter 

Thanks to Katrina Bradfield, Jenny Couper (past Treasurer) John Couper, Chrissy Stancliffe, Heather Robson for their great 
service in their recent terms as office bearers and committee members.  

New Members: 

Welcome to new members! �Please join us in welcoming the newest (and some returning) members who have joined in the 
previous few months.  

Marilyn (Mazi) Mc Burnie, Dennis Tanner, Joan Goatley, Irene Hogan, Cherrill Rogers, Joy Read  

Aidan Stancliffe, Jennifer Payne, Stephen Crossley, Len Smith, Margaret Scarff 
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50th Birthday Celebrations ( continued) - Photography Gordon Vearing* 

  

Foundation members Dr John and Sue Woods with Wendy Vearing 
*Photo: Santino Bronchinetti 

Gabrielle Shanahan 
with the cake she 
baked and decorated 
for the occasion. 

The 2018 BMDHS Committee L-R: 
Bruce Carboon (President), Heather 
Robson, Elaine Greenhall, Katrina 
Bradfield, Jenny Couper (Treasurer), John 
Couper, Chrissy Stancliffe, Chris 
Bronchinetti (Secretary) with Sue and 
Wendy. 

Above and below; members enjoying the 
day 
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Our history of Bacchus Marsh & District World War I soldiers, 
Honour to whom Honour is Due, was launched on the 10th of 
November. Written by Katrina Lyle and Katrina Bradfield and 
produced by the Bacchus Marsh & District Historical Society, 
the book explores the fate of 463 WWI volunteers connected 
with the Bacchus Marsh district and examines the effect this had 
on the district. The launch proved to be a successful and happy 
day. The event was well attended with well over 100 guests 
filling the James Young Room to absolute capacity.  It was really 
gratifying to see many of the WW1 volunteers’ descendants in 
attendance and to see the book given an enthusiastic welcome 
into the public arena.  

President Bruce Carboon welcomed guests and thanked the 
authors for their hard work in bringing the book into being. Both 
authors spoke about the contents of the book and thanked 
members of the Historical Society for their assistance, 

individually acknowledging Chris Bronchinetti’s dedication and 
contribution to th e project and Bruce Carboon’s additional 
photography and advice about memorials.  

The presentation was enhanced by an evocative collection of 
WWI songs and a screened portrait presentation of many of the 
volunteers. Thanks must go to John Couper who worked 
unobtrusively to arrange the room appropriately and to ensure 
that the audio visuals went off without a hitch.   

Credit for much of the success of the day should be given to 
Jenny Couper, Heather Robson and Chrissy Stancliffe. They 
were well organized and worked very hard to provide, display 
and serve a beautiful afternoon tea for all guests, as well as 
completing much of the clean up.  Jenny’s handmade 
remembrance poppies on the tables were a thoughtful extra 
touch.  

 

Both Katrinas are extremely grateful for the support given by all members of the Society

  Left: Katrina Bradfield and Katrina Lyle holding a copy of their 
book. 
 
  Below: The capacity audience listening intently. 
 
 
Photography Gordon Vearing 

Launch of Honour to whom Honour is Due 
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Just a few photos of the AGM and talks given, a very interesting day out and lovely to have the meeting in the old Court House. We then 

ventured next door where the old bakery is being refurbished before spending the afternoon looking at old cars and an old train carriage 

from the Buninyong to Ballarat rail days.  

   
  

Bob Skewes gave a very interesting talk on the 
restoration of VR Carriage A53 which used to run 
between Buninyong and Ballarat. 
	

Plaque (below) explaining the significance of Wesleyan John 
Adam’s Buninyong store and bakery (c1853). Wesleyans 
gathered here for worship before their chapel was built.  
	

CHHA Returning President 
Simon Dennis 

Central Highlands Historical Societies AGM	
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Katrina Bradfield takes a brief look at the history that was being made in our inaugural year. 
In Australia: 

• The search is called off for the body of Prime 
Minister, Harold Holt.  

 

• John Gorton becomes our Prime Minister – 
preceded briefly by John McEwan. 

 

• Sir Henry Bolte is the long standing Premier of 
Victoria. In August he approached the Federal 
Government with a plan for an underground 
railway for Melbourne. Victoria proposed to put 
up half the cost of $80 million. 

 

• The National Gallery in Melbourne is opened. 

 

•  Contract is signed for a new airport at 
Melbourne - Tullamarine. 

 

• � The death penalty is widely debated in Victoria 
after the 1967 hanging of Ronald Ryan. Sir Henry 
Bolte defends the death penalty, arguing that 
there had been many fewer murders since Ryan’s 
execution. 

 

• The Postmaster-General's Department decreases 
the number of mail deliveries per day from two 
to one.  

 

• Forty five people are arrested during an anti-war 
protest outside the U.S. consulate in St Kilda 
Road, Melbourne. 

• Boxer Lionel Rose beats Japan's Fighting Harada 
in Tokyo to be- come world bantamweight 
champion.  

 

• Welcome rains in April break a severe drought 

with more than 100 points falling in Western and 
central Victoria, putting water in dams for the 
first time in two years. 

 

• Rain Lover wins the Melbourne Cup.  

 

• The VFL begins building its new home in 
Waverly. In spite of criticism, VFL officials 
believe that moving to the outer suburbs is the 
best answer to the threat posed by soccer, which 
was favoured in ‘the migrant rich inner suburbs”. 

 

• Carlton narrowly beats Essendon by 3 points 
(56–53) in the grand final of the 1968 VFL 
season, winning their first flag in 21 years. 

 

Internationally it was a time of uncertainty and change:  

 

• Soviet tanks crush the Prague Spring  

 

• Three Australian journalists are killed by the Viet 
Cong in Saigon.  

 

• Anti-Vietnam war protests occur in most major 
Western cities.  

 

• Assassination of Martin Luther King Jr and later 
in the year, US Presidential Candidate Robert 
Kennedy. 

 

• Apartheid in South Africa. Non-white players are 
excluded from its cricket and rugby national 
teams. This prompts protests in Australia and 
elsewhere. MCC takes a stand over the exclusion 
of coloured players from South African teams. 
New Zealand All Blacks are quick to take a 
similar position. 

 

Born in 1968:Scott Morrison, 30th Prime Minister of Australia, Kylie Minogue, Jason Donovan, Rachel Griffiths, and Eric 
Bana.

1968 in context 

	



	 10	

 
What were we wearing in 
1968? 

(Well, perhaps some of us) 
A small pattern (for a small dress) 

from the 1968 Women’s Day Knitting 

and crochet Pattern book for you to 

make to celebrate 50 years of the 

Historical Society!  

Some of us were also:  

Watching… 

Release of 2001:A Space Odyssey 

Reading… 

James Watson, The Double Helix - 

The discovery of the Structure of 

DNA  

Listening to… 

The Beatles release Hey Jude 

The Who tour Australia 

And concerned about…Save Our Sons anti-war demonstration,  

Canberra, in 1968. 
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For many of us, one of the best things about Christmas is its enduring traditions.  We took a brief look at the Express to see what it could 
reveal about earlier Christmas seasons in the district. 

Weather 

December weather has its own tradition of being unpredictable 
and often unendurably hot. In December 26 1868 the Express 
complained, ‘The weather maintains its peculiarity in this 
district for extreme changeableness in every direction but the 
one desired. Thursday was very hot until the latter part of it 
when a most refreshing change cheered up suffering humanity. 
Christmas day was decidedly cool with a strong wind…’ This 
was echoed forty years later when the Maddingley Park Boxing 
Day Sports of 1907 were, ‘marred by 105 degrees of weather 
on Christmas day and the prospect of even greater heat the 
following day. … Attendance was, ‘wonderfully good, 
considering the northerly gale and heat and dust which ushered 
in the day’. A welcome cool change followed later in the 
afternoon. Over the years, fine and temperate weather for 
Christmas are remarked on with surprised relief. 

First Midnight New Year’s Eve Service 

 Special midnight services were held on the last night of the old 
year at Holy Trinity in Bacchus Marsh and St John’s in Ballan in 
December 1868. The Express noted that the first midnight 
service ever held in Victoria was in 1865 at a crowded church 
at Wood’s Point, setting an example that was soon followed by 
several of the Melbourne churches. Carols were a feature of 
Church services on Christmas day. In 1907 Anglican and 
Presbyterian churches combined to give a combined carol 
service, attended by 200 people. 

Picnics and sports 

Although often at the mercy of the weather, school and church 
Christmas picnics and sports days have long been a strong 
feature of the district. Picnics have been well established from 
early times.  This excerpt from a local picnic 150 years ago: 

Let’s hope there was pleasant weather on Christmas Eve 1885 
when Barry’s Reef hosted a Christmas Day cricket match with a 
Ross of Carlton team. The visitors arrived in three Cobb & Co 
coaches which were loaded to their utmost capacity and several 
of the visitors had to walk the final six miles.  A large crowd 
attended the match on Christmas day which was won by the 
Ross of Carlton team. 

Father Christmas 

Father Christmas (rather than his well-known contemporary 
cousin, Santa) regularly appeared at school picnics and 

Christmas breakups. The Toolern State School Christmas party 
of 1907 was particularly merry, with children playing bagatelle, 
ludo, bobs, pit, draughts, musical chairs, hunting the fox and 
jolly miller. The evening culminated singing followed by an 
appearance by Father Christmas with a full basket of gifts.  

Toys 

In 1898 Pearce Bros advertised a range of children’s toys, giving 
some insight into turn of the century children’s play. Included 
were perambulators, dolls, skipping ropes, bats and mechanical 
toys, as well as barrows, whips, donkeys, hay-carts, lorries, 
mouth organs and guns.  

 

How many would be 

included in today’s 

Christmas stockings? 

 

 

Shops  

Local shops were well supplied with traditional Christmas fare. 
In December 1898, Pearce Bros advertised their Christmas stock 
and  ‘Respectfully tender to the public of Bacchus Marsh and 
District their best wishes for a Merry Xmas and a Happy New 
Year“. They stocked “every requisite for a well ordered 
household” including baking essentials for the turn of the 
century Christmas table treats: mince meats, almonds, plum 
puddings, currants, raisins icing sugar – and raspberry vinegar.  
Those with firearms skill might supplement their Christmas 
dinner by participating in the the Bacchus Marsh Gun Christmas 
shoot which offered  prizes of hams and geese.  
 

From an advertisement in The Argus 100 years ago 

The Christmas Season in the Bacchus Marsh of long ago	
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Christmas Pudding 

Great interest was shown in recipes for Christmas pudding. In 
1880, the Express gleefully reported that fellow newspaper 
editor Mr Labouchere of the Truth held  a competition for the 
best Christmas pudding which he had vowed to judge after 
tasting each entry. Much to his alarm, the competition attracted 
several hundred samples. The editor was a good as his word, 
ruefully admitting that it was more than wondeful that he was 
still alive for  “some of the specimens receeived were made 
neither wisely nor well”. 
 Mr Labouchere may have benefited from a course of Bile 
Beans, advertised in the Express of 1901: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Christmas trees 

Christmas trees had become 
increasingly popular in the 
1800’s, after Queen Victoria’s 
marriage to Prince Albert of 
Germany. In Bacchus Marsh 
they were a well-established 
part Christmas festivities by 
the late 1800’s and provided 
a backdrop to school 
breakups and prize giving as 
well-being as a focus for 
community fund raising. One 
in the centre of Bacchus 
Marsh in 1911 was in aid of the of the Children’s Hospital.  
Sometimes alight with real candles, they must have been very 
pretty, but the flickering candles of at least one local parish 
Christmas tree threatened to turn this beautiful spectacle into an 
incendiary ball of flame, evoking not heaven, but its antithesis. 

 

 

 

 

School Concerts 

Just as they are today, school concerts and break-ups are an 
important part of the Christmas calendar. Much effort seems to 
have gone into the St Bernard’s Christmas concerts and the 
spectacle was eagerly awaited. Themes ranged far beyond the 
Nativity story and were surprisingly modern. The Express gave 
a detailed account of the St Bernard’s concert held at the 
Mechanics Institute in December 1918.  The scene was a May 
Day festival, the children chose their Queen (Miss M Real), but 
"the mighty men - the pride of the nation" (so the boys sang) 
wished to dethrone the Queen and have a King; but Fairy 
Silverwing (Miss A Vallence) in her diamond-spangled costume, 
with wings and wand steps in and prevents the rebellion; and  
like all evil-doers the boys are punished”. 

The Express commented, “The Sisters of St. Joseph must feel 
recompensed for the trouble they take with these annual 
entertainments by the large amount of pleasure they give to the 
children in their care.”  

The Express opened the St Bernard’s report with the following 
comment:  

Be joyous; there is but one life to live, and to miss having had 
any gratification out of it is a calamity, indeed.  

 

 

This recipe was published in  the Express in 
1899 
	

What an enduringly good piece of good advice! May your Christmas, too, be filled with joy. 


