














Historical Society members, Margaret Love, Jenny Couper and 
Heather Robson presented the reprint of  “A History of Bacchus 
Marsh and its Pioneers” to the Bacchus Marsh Primary School  
and the Moorabool News captured the moment. Students Alex 
and Clodagh were encouraged to dress for the occasion. 

Vincent Van Gogh’s family tree (pronounced GO)
 
His dizzy aunt…………………………………………….Verti Gogh 
The brother who ate prunes……………………………….Gotta Gogh 
The brother who worked at a convenience store………….Stop N Gogh 
His magician uncle………………………………………..Where-diddy Gogh 
His Mexican cousin……………………………………….A Mee Gogh 
The Mexican cousin’s American half brother…………….Gring Gogh 
The nephew who drove a stage coach…………………….Wells Far Gogh 
The constipated uncle……………………………………...Cant Gogh 
The ballroom dancing aunt………………………………...Tang Gogh 
The bird lover uncle………………………………………..Flamin Gogh 
 His aunt who taught positive thinking…………………….Way-to-Gogh 
The little bouncy nephew…………………………………..Poe Gogh 
A sister who loved disco……………………………………Go Gogh 
And his niece who travels the country in an RV…………...Winnie Bay Gogh 
 
There ya Gogh 



Moving day in the archives! 
 
Saturday 26th September saw some 
volunteers at the archives start to 
rearrange furniture and store items 
on the loft storage built by John 
(left).  Moving some of our cabinets 
around opened up the floor space as 
well.  
 
Council visited the next week and 
were very impressed with the initia-
tive shown by the Historical Society 
in creating  more workspace.  
 
On the weekend of  24/25th of Octo-
ber, members were manning a stall 
at the Bacchus Marsh Horticulture 
Show. Below is member Nancy en-
grossed in one of our books! 



On the internet……... 

The LDS have now available online the Victorian Probate indexes up to 1989. 
This is a great search tool for help as the death indexes only go to 1985, also 
gives the full death date. 
 
https://familysearch.org/search/collection/1393345 
 
Also newly available on Familysearch are the London electoral registers from 
1847—1913; Tasmania Government Gazette 1833-1925 and New South Wales 
census 1828 and 1891 (fragment) 
 
Various South Australian historic land records can be found at 
https://www.sailis.sa.gov.au/products/search/
historicalNameIndexImageSearch?form 
 
Queensland’s soldiers from WW1 whose photographs appear in “The Queens-
lander” pictorial supplement can be accessed from  
http://www.slq.qld.gov.au/search 
 

HANDY APPS 
 
Towns through Time allows you to search for photographs from the State Rec-
ords of NSW image collection by town or suburb 
 
Phonebooth  gives you access to Charles Booth’s London maps of 1898-99 
where the streets of London are coloured according to wealth of inhabitants. 
 
Monument Australia is an app that aims to record details of every public mon-
ument in Australia. When travelling you will be able to search a monument 
and it will give you all the relevant information. 

On the next page is an article on the Darley Refractories. There is 
currently a planning application before council to convert the area 
into a retirement village/nursing home and residential units 

https://familysearch.org/search/collection/1393345




The Last Word    by the late GeoffreyHine   
Happenings August 2006 
 
The evening of Monday 31st July was rather cold, however about eight hardy 
souls forsook their cosy hobs to attend our July O.G.M.held as usual in our Ar-
chives, where the necessary formalities of operation were attended to, under the 
capable Charimanship of Wes Wittick, Vice-President, fresh from his day job 
of preventing tadpoles from emerging from our water taps, or Merrimu dam 
from overflowing. 
 
Then Saturday morning of the 5th August, very early (8am) saw a determined 
quartet comprising Geoff and Chris Stancliffe,  (Driver and radio operator), and 
Fran Hannah and self (observers), head off to Talbot, about 50kms NW of Bal-
larat. Talbot was reached on schedule, and we parked at the old ANA Hall in 
good time to partake of the very nice morning tea (or breakfast for some) on 
offer within. The Hall is completely lined with pressed steel, floral design, 
sheeting, except for the lower half of the walls which are dade-boarded. It is but 
one of the many well preserved old buildings in that ex-gold mining town, and 
after the meeting, which attracted about thirty delegates, we were taken on a 
walk around some of them,  including a look through their museum.  This, and 
other country museums which we have seen in the past, makes one embarrass-
ingly aware of the lack of a similar enterprise in Bacchus Marsh, where we are 
cramped for an archives, let alone a museum, apart from the Blacksmiths Com-
plex which though a credit to past and present volunteers, is necessarily limited 
in range to that Trade. After lunch at a nearby café, we arrived safely home 
about 5pm after a very enjoyable day. 
 
Geoff’s extracts from The “Argus” 
 
Thurs. Feb 1. 1855 
Wanted Two active boys, as messengers, at the Electric Telegraph Station; sal-
ary £52 per annum. Apply between the hours of 3 and 4 pm. They must know 
the town well. 
(Here probably our first telegram boys? But they haven’t invented the bicycle 
yet.  G.H.H) 
 
Sat, Feb 3 1855 The Noiseless Patent Sausage Machine.– May be had at J. Ly-
ons & Co.'s new Commercial Sales room, Bourke Street. 
(just how noisy were the machines, or the sausages, before that? G.H.H.) 
 
 


