
The Last Word    by the late Geoffrey Hine   

Secretary’s report     December/January 2001/2002 

 Well, here we stand/sit/lie with the trauma of the entry into the Third 

Millenium A. D., the Centenary of Federation, and the Sesqui-centenary of the 

Separation of the N.S.W. District of Port Phillip into the State of Victoria, slip-

ping back into the Past. Not that this will give us much relief; think of all the 

Centenaries looming from the 20th Century  ——- I find it incredible that we are 

still a year short of a century since the first flight of a manned heavier-than-air 

powered aircraft. With all the other centenaries  of “firsts” due, a visitor from a 

neighbouring galaxy could easily be forgiven for thinking that our history had 

begun in 1900. But it might be well to remember that it would depend on just 

where he arrived on Earth; a big proportion of its population has yet to reach our 

1900 stage, and perhaps they will have their Centenaries in our 22nd. Century; 

minus the two World Wars I hope. 

 To return to the immediate present, we have had our annual two months 

Rest and Recreation Leave, and no doubt look forward to enjoying our particular 

whim  of History, though I suspect some have used the two months to arrange 

their research notes into some semblance of order, and found more forebears 

evidently buried alive, married unborn, or similarly uncooperative.  

 Our November O.G.M., the last for 2001, was notable in that we accom-

modated twenty people, including three visitors, and I think they all had a chair 

each. I did anyway. Guest of Honour, Mr Ross Gibbs, the Keeper of Records with 

the Public Records Office, North Melbourne, had made the journey to present 

our Society with two framed certificates and $250 worth of archival storage 

boxes, being prizes for 1st prize 2000, and 2nd prize 2001, at C.H.H.A. “Local 

History Expos” held at Ballarat. I should add here that  on both these occasions 

our Displays had the benefit of partnership with the Blacksmiths Cottage/Forge 

Bookbarn Committee. 

 Although on that night we managed to fit all twenty attending in, in one 

layer, it is notable that two days later we increased our usable space by turning 

the long reader-printer desk around by 180 degrees, a difficult operation but 

yielding no reported hernias, ruptures, crushed toes, or unusual blasphemy. 
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A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT   

The Coimadai Memorial Park is now officially open.
Although the day was a very cold, it was well 
attended by approximately 540 people. If you have 
time please go out to see the great work done by 
the Coimadai Avenue of Honour Restoration 
Association.

Congratulations & thank you  to Fran & her team 
for putting together a Library’s of Bacchus Marsh 
Display which was requested by Librarian Dale. The 
framed work was opened by Mayor Tatchell and  is 
on display in the Lerderderg Library.

Thank you to the team of researchers who put 
together a ‘Street names of Bacchus Marsh’ Display 
in the passageway of the Lerderderg Library. 
Because of lack of display area it is only a snippet of 
the street names of Bacchus Marsh & not of Darley, 
Maddingley ect.

A big thank you for the Committee for their work 
on the Business Plan. The plan will be sent out with 
the August Minutes for members to make comment 
on and then to be discussed at the September OGM 
so it can hopefully be passed at the October AGM.

Fees/Subscriptions are now over due-
Single $20 & Family $25
Newsletters to be posted $5 extra

cheers
Chris B





Dale Johnston and Frances Hannah at the opening of the Library dis-

play. The Society was able to trace the history of libraries in Bacchus 

Marsh and this history was mounted and framed by local company 

Whatnots.  

 

Dale has since retired from the library service and several members 

were present at his farewell morning tea. We wish him well in his retire-

ment.  



From “The Bacchus Marsh Express” Saturday 9 November 1918 

Bacchus Marsh Court 

A lad named Patrick Fallon Sutherland was charged by Constable Kennedy 

for furiously riding at a gallop a horse in the Main Street.  

Defence—”In a hurry’ — Fined  10/  



Taken from “The Enquirer’s Oracle; Or What 

to do and How to do it”.  An undated book 

found on the archives bookshelf with many 

tips in it 

How to Preserve a hus-

band was found in the 

local publication— “104 

Apple recipes from Bac-

chus Marsh where the 

Finest Apples grow. 




