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 A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT 

Dear All,  
 
Well the fire-side is starting to beckon 
as the unseasonably warm weather of 
Autumn passes and perhaps we might 
all be more inclined to stay inside and 
further our various fields of research. 
 
If you can drag yourself out into the 
colder weather, please pop into the 
Lerderderg Library and view the display 
put up by our busy volunteers regarding 
the Pioneer Women of Bacchus 
Marsh—well worth a visit! 
 
Our Society will be co-hosting the June 
CHHA meeting also at the Library with 
the Blacksmith’s Cottage and Forge 
Bookbarn  - please come along if you 
can. 
 

Thank you 
Katrina 

Committee Contacts: 
President: Katrina Bradfield 

Vice President: Geoff Stancliffe 

Secretary: Cathy Pevitt  
Treasurer: Jenny Couper 

Chief Historian: Chris Bronchinetti 

Archives Phone Number   
03 53 67 9336 

Enquiries- 
enquiries@bmdhs.org.au.  

Website- http://bmdhs.org.au/ 

 Past Life Members: 
Mona Denny RIP: 1975 

Geoff Hine RIP: 2008 

Audrey Malcolm RIP: 1991 

Pulteney Malcom RIP: 2002 

Gwyn Moore RIP: 2011 

Jean Oomes RIP: 2009 

William Payne RIP: 1981 

Wally Stewart RIP: 1996 

Doug Watson RIP: 2001 

Current Life Members: 
Christina Hallett 

Frances Hannah 

Betty Osborn 

Geoff Stancliffe 

Wendy Vearing 

Susan Woods 

Marlene Spurr 

New Members Welcome: 
Subscription Single $20, Family $25 
Postage of newsletter $15 extra per year 
Due each July 

mailto:enquiries@bmdhs.org.au


 

Historians Report 
By Chris B 
Of late the research requests via e.mail & visitors have been regarding                                                      
- - Edward Hornell & the Hornell family,                                                                                        
- James & Hannah Brown, Sarah Lindsay nee Brown,                                                                               
- Origin & value of horse drawn cart – this request I suggested they 
may wish to contact the Cobb & Co Museum in Qld, as our Society 
was not in the business of purchasing or selling such items.                                                                 
- Bacchus Marsh & Darley Kindergartens,                                                                                        
- query about a photo of Kelvin Grove Hospital and not the Quamby 
Hospital as the person thought it to be,                                                                                     
- the Maddingley old fountain plaque wording – the fountain was do-
nated in 1888 by A.D Hodgson, there are no known photos showing 
the wording of the plaque, but if one of our reads may know please 
could you let us know?    - photos of the Pearce Bros,                                                                          
- 14 Grant St, -12 Patterson St,                                                                                                
- the photo inside Domino’s Pizza shop – it is of the Main St Bacchus 
Marsh circa 1904. 
The volunteers have been busy working on the National Trust Heritage 
Month display, this year’s theme is ‘Having a Voice’ it’s on the pas-
sage walls of the Lerderderg Library, please come by and have a look, 
we chose to give our Pioneer Ladies a Voice. 
There are many projects being worked on at the moment such as – the 
Properties, WW1, data entry of Obituary’s, Rates, School Admissions 
for Parwan, Bacchus Marsh Primary & Glenmore, Family Histories are 
being tidied up and put into the Family History Program, whilst doing 

the family histories lists are being made of the oldest Pioneer Families 
(one day that could be a book the Society decides to put together)
another list is of the oldest houses & bridges so that the Society can 

keep an eye on developments and progress hopefully without destroy-
ing what history we have left. 

Looking through the Bacchus Marsh Historical Diary of 1983 for some 
historical new I came across the below – 170 years ago - 1st March 

1847 First Post Office opens in Bacchus Marsh. Our Express paper did 
not start until 1866, but thanks to the internet the below is what I 
found. 



Source- TROVE http://trove.nla.gov.au - Melbourne Argus 2nd March 1847 

And on this website -  http://www.oocities.org/vic1847/i/j2.html?201722 

Victoria before 1848 

 
 

Henry James, House Lane off Flinders Lane The Port Phillip Her-
ald Fri 8 Sep 1843 Burgess in Lonsdale Ward 

Henry James wed Mary Jane Smylie in 1844 at Methodist / Wes-
leyan Melbourne baptised William Barton 1845, Amelia 1846 

Henry James, arrived at Port Phillip from Launceston on the brig 
'Tobago' 18 Feb 1845 - source Port Phillip Herald 20 Feb 1845 

Henry James Letter at Post-office unclaimed, 27th February, 1847 

Henry James Directory 1847 Marsh, Upper Weiraby Letter at Post-
office unclaimed, 7 April 1847  
Henry James Owned Property Parish of Merrimu Bacchus Marsh - 
Freehold Property  
 Henry James 162 acres Bourke, lot 2., Deeds dated , 24 March 
1847 

Henry James Postmaster appointed at Bacchus' Marsh, 18th Feb., 
1847 

http://trove.nla.gov.au
http://www.oocities.org/vic1847/i/j2.html?201722


Unfortunately the Society does not have a photo of the first Post Of-
fice.                                                              There was a Post office 

Shop opposite the Royal Hotel where one would presume was the 
next Post Office, the Society does not have a photo of that shop ei-
ther. We do have this photo (below) from the Pictorial Chronicle 

page 39 that states – This cottage was built by James Elijah Crook in 
1865 for the use as a residence for Dr Bone. It was used as a Post 
Office from 1874 – 90. This building stood at 118 Main St, where 

Cellebrations Bottle Shop is now.  

Historians Report cont…. 

This Post Office was 
opened in 1890. The 

clock was gift from Mr. 
S. T Staughton MLA 
who stated that he 

would give two more 
clock faces if the tower 
was raised so that they 

could be seen up and 
down the street. 



 

A new wing (right) added 
in 1911 & the tower raised 

10 feet in November 1912 

Notice the power pole? 

The Post Office was 
demolished circa 

1960 and a new 
building erected on 
the same spot. This 

  The Post Office 
now operates 
from The Village 
Shopping Centre 
at 176 Main St.                                                                                        



 

 
How to write killer questions for your next History Quiz Night 
 
I continue to be astounded by the wealth of historical information that can be 
drawn from a single obituary. Yes I’m still doing that task! Clearly, care must 
always be taken when quoting from a newspaper, but even with a quick 
Google search it’s amazing how simple text jumps to life. One quickly devel-
ops a deep “Sense of History” as little known facts are rediscovered and 
shared. In this newsletter, I not only wish to raise your awareness of some in-
teresting historical information I have discovered over the last month, but also 
provide you with some, what I would like to call, “killer” questions. Questions 
that used correctly would terrify even the most competent of Quizmasters.  
 
Once again - enjoy and remember, with all due respect, these are very real. 
 
The Bacchus Marsh Express – 26 January 1967 – Mrs R. Devlin 
 
It is with regret we report the sudden passing of Mrs. Richard Devlin, 
daughter of the late Mr. and Mrs. J. M. Manly, of Rowsley. Deceased 
was born and lived in that district until her marriage (hers was the 
first wedding in the Rowsley Hall), spending the rest of her life at 207 
Kilgour Street, Geelong East, where she reared a family of four sons, 
one of whom was lost with her husband in a tragic boating accident in 
1949. At the time of her death, Mrs. Devlin was holidaying with her 
son. Noel, and family at Warrandyte. She was a great family woman 
and took a keen interest in the Rowsley district. She leaves three sons 
to mourn her passing – Russell and Noel (Geelong) and Stuart 
(London). The last named is famous for designing Australia’s decimal 
coinage. 
 
Q: Who was the fir st couple to celebrate their  mar r iage in the Rowsley Hall?  
A: Miss Manly and Mr  Richard Devlin 
 
 
Q: What did Stuar t Devlin design?  
A: Australia’s decimal coinage 
 
 

Stuart Leslie Devlin 
Source: www.worldofcoins.eu 



In 1963 a competition was held to design the new Australian decimal coinage 
(1966) that would replace the pre-decimal coinage that had been in circulation 
since 1910. Six competitors vied for the honour of designing these new coins. 
One of these designers was Geelong born artist and goldsmith Stuart Leslie 
Devlin. Through the design phase Devlin was transfixed with the idea of featur-
ing Australian native fauna on the new coins. This was not only a winner with 
the judges, but clearly attractive to all patriotic Australians. The winning designs 
often being a subject of quiz trivia, especially now some are no longer in circula-
tion. 

 
 
Devlin’s favourite design was on the 20 cent coin which depicts a platypus 
swimming below the surface of the water and best highlights his desire to invoke 
feelings of movement and depth.  
Devlin now resides in England and has designed coins for over 36 countries in 
his career. It is interesting to note that very few of his designs actually carry his 
initials. On this Devlin states "It is satisfaction enough to know that millions of 
people throughout the world carry my work in their pockets." (Source: 
www.australian-coins.com ) 
 

Are you ready to be reminded of our mortality? The kangaroo (aside from the 
coat of arms) leapt onto a one dollar coin in 1984. Also last month was the 25 
year anniversary since our bronze coloured 1 and 2 cent coins were removed 
from circulation (Feb 1992). Yes a quarter of a century ago! Did you know, 
however, although withdrawn from circulation, both coins remain legal tender 
and can still be used to purchase goods and deposited with financial institutions? 

Now after all that – test yourself without looking - what is on the two dollar 
coin? Surprised? 

1 cent coin featuring the feather-tailed glider 
2 cent a frilled neck dragon lizard 
5 cent a spiny echidna 
10 cent a lyrebird 
20 cent duck billed platypus 
50 cent Australian Coat of Arms 

http://www.australian-coins.com


The Bacchus Marsh Express—4th December 1897 
 
Mr Robert Denholm 
 
BALLAN (From our own correspondent) 

 
One of the oldest pioneers of this district, Mr. Robert Denholm, aged 74 years 
died on Wednesday night, at his residence, after about a month’s illness. De-
ceased came to the colony in 1849, and after a brief residence in Melbourne 
made his way to this township, where he has since resided. He was first gazet-
ted postmaster of Ballan, when Mr. Watt, of Bacchus Marsh, started the first 
mail coach in 1851. The deceased had a lively recollection of witnessing the 
hosts of passing goldseekers when on their way to Ballarat, and later to Black-
wood; and seeing the soldiers camp at the spot where now stands St. John’s 
Anglican Church, when on the march for Ballarat to quell the Eureka outbreak. 
In these times eggs were 2/6 each, and flour £17per bag. 
 

 

Q: Who was the fir st gazetted postmaster  of Ballan?  
A: Mr  Rober t Denholm 
 
Q: Who star ted the fir st mail coach in Ballan in 1851?  
A: Mr  Watt of Bacchus Marsh  
 
Q: Where did the soldier s of the 12th and 40th Regiments camp in Ballan on their  way to Balla-
rat to fight at the Eureka stockade (early Sunday 3 December 1854)? 
 
A: Where the St. John’s Anglican Church now stands. 

How’s that “Sense of History” growing within you? Reading about ordinary people, 
living ordinary lives can be fulfilling. As “lovers” of history often the only precious in-
formation we can access involves either the extremely wealthy with position and power 
or the wretched and infamous. There is very little written about the majority of people 
who were born, lived and died almost in obscurity. Their cycle of life barely made a 
mark on history’s pages – many just a birth, marriage or death certificate. The vast ma-
jority occupied the middle ground, a place of almost total anonymity. Yet in a single 
obituary we open the door and shed a little light on a life long gone.  
Now I want to pause for a second and share something with you all. If you are like me 
and love to get lost in this facet of history, do yourself a favour and read Black Kettle & 
Full Moon: Daily Life in a Vanished Australia by Geoffrey Blainey. In this wonderful 
text, Blainey purposely avoids the well-trodden road of history, but rather, travels the 
less travelled path of ordinary people. He describes their daily lives and communities in 
vivid detail. It was an addictive read and I highly recommend it for anyone who wants to 
add a little depth to their own personal research. I found it helped me answer a question 
that was always in the back of my mind – “what was it like then?” In the bestselling 
Black Kettle and Full Moon, master storyteller Geoffrey Blainey takes us on another 
absorbing journey - a guided tour of a vanished Australia.  
Covering the years from the first gold rush to World War I. Blainey paints a fascinating 
picture of how our forebears lived - in the outback, in towns and cities, at sea and on 
land. He looks at all aspects of daily life, from billycans to brass bands, from ice-making 
to etiquette, from pipes to pubs. The engaging text is further brought alive by an evoca-
tive selection of contemporary illustrations by artists such as Julian Ashton 



For example, putting things in some perspective helps us relate to Robert Denholm who 
lived a relatively normal life in sunny Ballan all those years ago. Doing some very quick 
and possibly rough calculations we get a feel for how different his world was from ours. 

 
 

 
Anyone for pancakes? Of course we’ll have to skip the milk and use some water because 
we didn’t get any ice from Boston (USA) this week. Not to mention the cost of milk! 
 
Bruce Carboon  

Q: What would be the equivalent cost in 2015 for  an egg bought in Ballan in 
1854 (2/6 each)?  
 
A: Between $10.30 and $14.54 (www.measur ingwor th.com)  
Q: What would be the equivalent cost in 2015 for  a bag of flour  bought in 
Ballan (£17 per bag)? 

http://www.measuringworth.com


EARLY NEWSPAPERS 

There were numerous newspapers published in the Port Phillip District prior to Sep-
aration. Here is a listing of some of the more notable of them. 

MELBOURNE 
"The Melbourne Advertiser" commenced on 1 January 1838. Regarded as being 
our first newspaper it was a handwritten sheet published weekly John Pascoe Faw-
kner (1792-1869). The first printed edition appeared on 5 March 1838. It was closed 
down on 23 April 1838 for want of a newspaper license from Sydney. 
The "Port Phillip Patriot and Melbourne Advertiser" was commenced on 6 Febru-
ary 1839 by newly licensed John Pascoe Fawkner. John Pridham Smith (c1810- 
1851) became editor in 1840 followed by William Kerr (1812-1859) in 1841. It was 
first published daily on the 15 May 1845 by John Pascoe Fawkner who resumed as 
editor after his father purchased the paper. James McEachern was the next editor. 
George Darley Boursiquot was proprietor and editor from 1 October 1845. It be-
came "The Melbourne Daily News and Port Phillip Patriot" from 9 October 1848 
and simply "The Melbourne Daily News" from November 1848 to beyond 30 June 
1851. 
"The Standard" was commenced by George Darley Boursiquot in 1844 and "The 
Port Phillip Gazetteer" was published in 1844 by Thomas Strode. They had appar-
ently become "The Standard and Port Phillip Gazetteer" by 26 February 1845 and 
were amalgamated with the "Port Phillip Patriot" on 1 October 1845. 
The "Port Phillip Gazette" was commenced on 27 October 1838 by Thomas Strode 
(1812-1880) and George Arden (c1820-1854). Arden became the sole proprietor in 
1841 but lost it to his creditors in 1842. It was later edited and published by Thomas 
McCombie who became sole proprietor in October 1844. It became a daily as 
the "Times" about March 1851 with William Kerr as editor but closed on 30 June 
1851. 
The "Port Phillip Herald" was commenced on 3 January 1840 by George Caven-
agh (1808-1869). Edited by William Kerr and then by Thomas Hamilton Osborne. 
Edmund "Garryowen" Finn was a reporter. It became a daily paper on 1 January 
1849 as "The Melbourne Morning Herald". 
 

 

 

 



"The Port Phillip Magazine" was published monthly from January 1843 to April 1843. 
It was edited by William Byam Wilmot ( -1874) and George Alexander Gilbert and pub-
lished by William Kerr. 
The "Port Phillip Government Notices" commenced on 4 January 1843. It was printed 
at the "Times" Office by a Mr. Brown & Ryland John Howard, Government Printers and 
"Published by Authority". It had become the "Port Phillip Government Gazette" by 
January 1844 and was being printed at the "Port Phillip Herald" Office by William 
Clarke. In January 1845 it was being printed by Samuel Goode at the "Port Phillip Patri-
ot" Office. William Clarke resumed as Government Printer in January 1846; Samuel 
Goode in January 1847 and 1848; Edward Wilson in January 1849; George Darley 
Boursiquot in January 1850 and Edward Wilson & James Stewart Johnston from 25 Jan-
uary 1850 to 30 June 1851. 
"The Melbourne Argus" was commenced on 2 June 1846 by William Kerr (1812- 1859) 
and ceased 12 September 1848. It was replaced by "The Argus" which commenced on 
15 September 1848 with Edward Wilson (1813-1878) as proprietor. He was soon joined 
by James Stewart Johnston (1811-1896). 
"Ham's Illustrated Australian Magazine" commenced in late July/early August 1850. 
Published by the Ham Brothers, it was printed by Samuel Goode until Jabez Ham took 
over in March 1851. 
The "Port Phillip Christian Herald" was commenced in January 1846 by the Rev. 
James Forbes (c1813-1851). It was printed and/or published by Thomas McCombie. Ap-
parently became "The Victorian Christian Herald" by 1851. 
"The Church of England Messenger" commenced on 1 January 1850. It was founded 
by Bishop Charles Perry (1807-1891) and the Rev. Daniel Newham (c1816- 1851) and 
was printed by Benjamin Lucas. 
The "Melbourne Presbyterian Magazine" which commenced in October 1850 was edit-
ed by the Rev. Andrew Mitchell Ramsay (1809-1869). 

GEELONG 
"The Geelong Advertiser" was commenced on 21 November 1840 by John Pascoe Faw-
kner. It was edited by James Harrison (c1816-1893) and printed and published for Faw-
kner by William Watkins. Watkins was soon replaced by John H. Scamble. Scamble re-
turned to Scotland and James Harrison became sole proprietor about 1842. A country 
edition was published from 1 January 1850 by Daniel Harrison (brother of James Harri-
son) as "The Intelligencer". The two papers merged in 1851 as "The Geelong Adver-
tiser and Intelligencer". 
"The Corio Chronicle and Western District Advertiser" was commenced about Septem-
ber 1847 by William Beaver and William Clarke. In June 1848 it was being run by Rich-
ard Forrest and Dr. J. Dickson. It became the "Victoria Colonist and Western District 
Advertiser" from 3 September 1849 when it was edited by Gilbert Robertson (1794-
1851) and published for Dr. Alexander Thomson (1800-1866). 
 
http://www.portphillippioneersgroup.org.au/pppg5ac.htm 

http://www.nla.gov.au/ferg/issn/1329556X.html
http://www.nla.gov.au/ferg/issn/14401398.html
http://www.portphillippioneersgroup.org.au/pppg5ac.htm


If you want a decision made…….don’t consult a committee 

PEACE CELEBRATIONS. It has been announced by cable that the 

Peace Conference delegates will meet in January and their de-

liberations are expected to last until April or May. A pro-

gramme has been drawn by the Commonwealth Government and it is 

proposed that three days be proclaimed public holidays for cel-

ebrating the signing of the Peace treaty-the first as a day of 

thanksgiving in the various churches and in the open air; the 

second as a day of rejoicing-processions, &c.; and the third as 

the Children's Dav; a souvenir medal will be issued to every 

child in the Commonwealth. 

It is possible that part of the British Fleet and some of the 

captured submarine’s will visit Australia to take part in the 

celebration.  

 

A public meeting was called by the President of the Bacchus 

Marsh Shire (Cr. J. Kerr) on Monday last, to discuss what form 

the local celebrations should take. The President presided, and 

said he was prepared to fall in with anything decided on.  

It was considered advisable to "watch and wait" for the offi-

cial Government programme, so the meeting contented itself with 

passing the following resolution, on the motion of Mr. R. Bul-

man and Rev. T. W. Davis:-"That it be a recommendation from 

this meeting that the Shire Council take the matter in hand, 

and invite the local Patriotic Committee and other leading mem-

bers of the Shire to join with them in forming a committee to 

carry out all arrangements for the celebration of Peace." The 

Council will meet the necessary expense.  

 

Whether a welcome should be given to the returned Anzacs, apart 

from the Peace celebrations, was also discussed. Miss B. W. 

Anderson' dropped a bombshell on the "Peace table" by stating 

"you men are too slow for words you're all asleep, and must 

wake up!"  

It was agreed that a meeting of the Patriotic committee and 

Ladies' Guild be held this Saturday evening, in the Shire hall, 

to decide the matter.  

The Bacchus Marsh Express Saturday 14 December 1918 


