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 A MESSAGE FROM OUR Editor 

Dear All,  
 
It’s been a while since the last newslet-
ter and I hope this one finds you all 
well as we recline in the heat and look 
forward to Christmas. 
Normally the President would say a 
few words here, however I have moved 
both reports over the page.  
 
2018 will be a milestone year for our 
Society as we turn 50 in October. We 
will also be publishing our history of 
WW1 soldiers  in November. I’ve in-
cluded two biographies in this newslet-
ter. We hope to see as many members 
as possible joining in the celebrations 
 
So stay tuned for all the important 
news from the Society. 
 
Thank you 

Committee Contacts: 
President: Bruce Carboon 

Vice President: Katrina Bradfield 

Secretary: Christine  Bronchinetti 
Treasurer: Jenny Couper 

Chief Historian: Chris Bronchinetti 

Archives Phone Number   
03 53 67 9336 

Enquiries- 
enquiries@bmdhs.org.au.  

Website- http://bmdhs.org.au/ 

 Past Life Members: 
Mona Denny RIP: 1975 

Geoff Hine RIP: 2008 

Audrey Malcolm RIP: 1991 

Pulteney Malcom RIP: 2002 

Gwyn Moore RIP: 2011 

Jean Oomes RIP: 2009 

William Payne RIP: 1981 

Wally Stewart RIP: 1996 

Doug Watson RIP: 2001 

Current Life Members: 
Christina Hallett 

Frances Hannah 

Betty Osborn 

Geoff Stancliffe 

Wendy Vearing 

Susan Woods 

Marlene Spurr 

New Members Welcome: 
Subscription Single $20, Family $25 
Postage of newsletter $15 extra per year 
Due each July 

mailto:enquiries@bmdhs.org.au


Outgoing President’s Report 
As I reflect back on the previous 12 months I think of the hard work and passion that brought the 
Society to life nearly 50 years ago and I give thanks for the efforts of our founding members, 
including Wendy Vearing who is still an active member here with us tonight. We have accom-
plished much in the past twelve months and should give ourselves a big pat on the back for the 
continuing growth and volume of research we undertake.  
 
It is important that we look to the future now, especially as we are about to turn 50, this is in itself 
a major achievement when so many groups, not just historical societies, struggle for members 
with the same few people doing most of the work. We must remember what the Historical Socie-
ty's purpose is and perhaps more importantly, why we chose to become members. Was it because 
we thought we could offer something to the group? Perhaps, friendship and social gatherings? 
There isn't a right or wrong reason for joining provided everyone respects each other's efforts as 
part of the Society. I have heard complaints that we are becoming too "Corporate". IF the Society 
is to continue for another 50 years I'm afraid Corporate it is. In a competitive Grant market we 
have to position ourselves ahead of the pack to procure what funding is available to finance our 
research and other goals. This may sound boring and not as pertinent as producing another book 
or display, but books and displays cost money and grants will help us achieve our goals. At this 
point I would like to thank Graham Crimston, Bronwyn Akers and Katrina Lyle for their work on 
the grants group (and I'm sure they'd be grateful of any help any other members wish to offer). I 
would also like to thank members of the Heritage watchdog group and Social group for their 
continuing work and support.   
 
I would like to thank Heather and Bruce for their efforts on the committee of management. Bruce 
has been a marvellous addition to the committee with his thoughtful and well researched 
knowledge of protocols and cataloging among other things and Heather's no nonsense attitude 
and common sense help the committee stay on track and her eye for displays makes a very eye 
catching entrance to the Archives. Geoff Stancliffe will be stepping down from the committee of 
management this year having been a member of the committee for over 20 years and his experi-
ence and knowledge will be greatly missed. Thank you Geoff. Chris Bronchinetti continues to set 
the bar unachievably high for Secretary and I know the incoming President will be well supported 
by Chris as he settles in to his new role.  I would also like to thank Chris for her role as Chief 
Historian.  I would like to take a moment to especially thank Jen and John Couper. John is one of 
the society's greatest assets with his skills regarding planning, i.t. And Engineering. The mezza-
nine was not something we ever envisaged and now I cannot imagine being without it. I know 
that John also does a lot of work behind the scenes for the Society that I do not think is known or 
appreciated by the general membership.  
 
John and Jen's ability to understand our requirements in the complex financial world we live in 
also put the society in a very safe and solid position. Jen's bright and cheery demeanour lights t up 
any room into which she walks and her display and research skills work well with Heather and I 
know that we will have many more beautiful and informative displays in the future.  
I would also like to thank Chrissy for her continuing role in the CHHA and Wendy for her work 
with HAC, both of these members are very passionate about their roles and we value their input. I 
would like to thank Ros for her work helping Katrina and I with the WW1 book. Her tenacious 
research skills are extremely valuable and the book will all the better for it.  I would like to also 
thank Ros, John and Elaine for their work with the MONA Denny (Bacchus) Memorial Trust.   
 
Finally I would like to thank all members for their efforts and support and encourage all of you to 
enjoy our upcoming 50th celebrations and join me In reflecting just how lucky we all are to be 
members of such a great Society.  
 
Katrina Bradfield 



Incoming President’s report 
Dear Fellow Historians, 
 
The AGM dust has barely settled and another year begins. I am extremely grateful for the oppor-
tunity to be elected President leading up to the 50th Celebration and the publication of the World 
War 1 book. I feel exceptionally proud to be given the role of leading and representing the Socie-
ty at such a critical time. 
 
Firstly, I wish to thank all those members who managed our affairs over the past 12 months for 
their time and effort. In particular, all those who served on the Management Committee and the 
Mona (Bacchus) Memorial Denny Trust along with the various external committees and organi-
sations in which we are represented. I would also like specifically draw attention to the following 
members. The experience and years of service amassed by these three members alone is a stag-
gering achievement and I know you will join me in thanking them on behalf of the society: 
 

Geoff Stancliffe (stepping down from the Management Committee) 
Wendy Vearing (stepping down from the Shire’s Heritage Advisory Committee) 
Elaine Greenhall (Stepping down from the Mona (Bacchus) Memorial Denny Trust) 

 
The new Committee has a great mix of experience and I am certainly pleased that Katrina was 
elected Vice-President to assist me in maintaining continuity.  
 
The first fortnight has been a baptism of fire. It started with the highly successful Bacchus Marsh 
Flower and Garden Show in the Public Hall (Oct 28/29). Thanks to Jenny Couper, Chris Bron-
chinetti, Heather Robson, Chrissy Stancliffe, Pat Shanahan, Katrina Bradfield we had great dis-
plays and prize winning stall. Chris Kiss won our inaugural History Quiz. One of the highlights 
for me was the new professionally mounted prints from the Society’s Collection going on sale. 
Thanks to Jen’s efforts they created a real focal point for the stall. Book and print sales broke all 
records at $445 and that coupled with more than 10 memberships enquires made the effort well 
worth it. It really puts the pressure on the Society’s pre-Christmas stall in the plaza planned for 
Wednesday 6th December 2017!   
 
We also played successful host to the Geelong branch of the National Trust on Saturday 31st 
October. Thanks also go to Chris Bronchinetti, Chrissy Stancliffe, along with Wendy and Gordon 
Vearing. This provided a perfect opportunity for us to flag three heritage sites clearly at risk – 
Webster Cottage, Stone Villa and Express Office. There was also some discussion around the 
establishment of a Moorabool Shire branch of the National Trust.  The NT members appreciated 
our hospitality and those with some extra time participated in a self-guided tour designed by 
Chris, which highlighted key heritage sites around the Marsh. 
 
I must not forget the ongoing business activities at the Archive, which continues relentlessly. 
Research requests, Family tree updating, assistance with projects and data cleansing fill the pre-
cious available hours. Ros Johnson finally cracked the mystery behind Private H. Holman in the 
Avenue of Honour and has contributed further to our knowledge of the people proudly remem-
bered along the entrance to this great town.  The last day for opening of the Archive will be Fri-
day 15th December 2017 and all members who currently have an access key/Fob are asked to 
return it to Chris Bronchinetti by that date for the audit.  
 
Finally, please don’t forget our annual Christmas break-up on Thursday 30 November – it was a 
great night last year and it would be great to see you all there to send off a productive 2017.  
 
Bruce Carboon 



 





Obituary Snippets 
 
Welcome back to the final instalment of my obituary articles. Yes you guessed it 
– I finally reached the finish line. Updating the last obituary data field meant that 
over the past year I have cast my eyes over 9001 individual entries. Although 
quite repetitive, it was great opportunity to learn a great deal about the people 
who made up our community across a time span of more than a hundred years. 
 
Before I share some of the final snippets that caught my attention, I do need to 
provide you with an update or errata from a previous article. I have to admit it 
was exciting having a conversation with someone who had actually read my arti-
cles and keen to set me straight on a point of history. Something we all need to be 
prepared for when we publish. I was convinced by the persuasive argument and 
do believe this highlights a couple of points. They are: 
 

History, although in the past, is continually being reviewed and reinterpreted; 
and 

Oral history reproduced in newspapers is not always accurate (oldie but 
goodie).   

 
So what was it - you may ask? What did I write that needed correcting? In my 
article on killer quiz questions, it was stated in Mr Robert Denholm’s obituary 
that he was the first gazetted postmaster of Ballan. I now have it on good authori-
ty from our fellow historians in the Ballan Historical Society (Mr Rick Biden) 
that a member of the Steiglitz family (wife) is generally considered the first ga-
zetted postmaster (postmistress).  
 
Gazette 28 - Tuesday, July 9th 1844 – AT BALLAN, on the Weiribee River, R. W. Steiglitz, 
to be Postmaster. 
 
The Melbourne Weekly Courier (page 2) – Saturday, September 14th 1844 – The Post 
Office at Ballan, Upper Weirabee, on the Portland Road, has been removed from the resi-
dence of John Von Steiglitz, Esq., J.P., to the Vulcan’s Arms Inn, adjourning the Ingliston 
station. 

 
Given that Mr Denholm didn’t arrive in the Colony of Victoria until 1849, he 
clearly couldn’t have been the first. Don’t you love the spelling of Werribee? I’d 
say that was a successful challenge to the Quiz Master. Full marks! 
 
Now for a man who lived when Ned Kelly roamed the country side and died be-
tween the World Wars. He worked both in early Victorian military and law en-
forcement agencies, but at the end, was just simply a father worrying about two 
sons fighting in the Great War (1914-1918) – one who made the supreme sacri-
fice.  



 
 
Memorial Name Plate for Private Herbert Ilot George, Service No.: 408, Unit: 5th Battalion, Tree 
No.: N109, Planted by: W. George, Bacchus Marsh Avenue of Honour,  
Source: http://www.bacchusmarsh.avenueofhonour.org.au/  

 
Herbert Ilot George (William’s son) was killed in France on the 27th July 1916 in 
action at the Battle of Pozieres.  
 
The request from a mourning father to keep a watchful eye on a special tree was 
quite a moving piece. To me it quintessentially defines the Bacchus Marsh Avenue 
of Honour – not only as a local memorial for the community and those who pass 
through, but also a truly personal sacred place for the individual to remember and 
seek solace for a lost son – who was a ‘soldier and a man’. 
 
The Bacchus Marsh Express – 29 September 1928 - Mr William George 
 
The death is announced of Mr. William George, who has friends in Bacchus Marsh, where 
he resided for some years, but has lately been living at Beechworth. He had come down 
from there on a holiday, and was staying with his son, Mr F. H. George, who is S.M. at the 
Werribee railway station. Mr George was taken ill while at Werribee, and passed away in a 
private hospital there. The deceased was 78 years of age, having been born in Blandford, 
England in 1850. He landed in Victoria some 20 years later, and joined the permanent Ar-
tillery, and was later drafted from there into the Police Force. He did duty at violet Town, 
protecting the bank during the exciting period when the Kelly gang of Bushrangers roamed 
the country. Mr George could relate many interesting episodes that occurred in these stir-
ring days of the gold diggings. He was a fine upstanding man of military bearing, and when 
at Bacchus Marsh (after he had retired from the Force) he used to take long walks in the 
outlying districts, and in this way he became a well-known figure. He was a kindly English 
gentleman, and made many friends here, especially during the anxious Great War years, as 
he had two sons at the Front, one of whom was unfortunately killed in action. Mr George 
felt this loss very keenly, and the thought of his soldier son was always uppermost in his 
mind – as an instance when Mr George wrote to a friend in Bacchus Marsh, just a few 
weeks before his unexpected death, his last request was in case he could not come himself, 
that the tree planted in the local Avenue of Honour, in memory of his son, should be given a 
passing glance to see that it was quite alright. Mr George leaves some other grown-up 
members of the family, and although none are in this district, they have sympathy of friends 
who knew their father, who was a “soldier and a man”. 

http://www.bacchusmarsh.avenueofhonour.org.au/


 
Helmet, white, 1887 colonial pattern, complete with ball ornament badge and chin chain. Made in England for A. Bowley, Melbourne. Part 
of the complete 1893 Victorian Permanent Artillery Officer's uniform. Inscribed inside 'H. McKenna'. Shoulder Belt & Pouch - Officer, 
Victorian Permanent Artillery, 1893 – front and back view.  

The Victorian Permanent Artillery was part of the Victorian volunteer forces, local 
regiments who undertook the naval and military defence of the colony of Victoria. 
It was established in 1870, but was disbanded in 1880. It was re-formed in 1882, 
and two years later three groups of field artillery were amalgamated to form the 
Metropolitan Brigade of Field Artillery. By 1890 it boasted 16 officers and 252 
other ranks. In 1899 the permanent artilleries of New South Wales, Victoria and 
Queensland were amalgamated as a precursor to Federation. The Victorian artillery 
became known as the Victorian Regiment of Royal Australian Artillery. After Fed-
eration, the Royal Australian Artillery and the permanent artilleries of the other 
states were combined to form the Royal Australian Artillery Regiment, consisting 
of two batteries: A from Sydney and B from Melbourne and Brisbane.  
The structure of the forces reflected the social hierarchies of the time. Wealthy and 
influential citizens provided land and resources, and held higher ranks in the forces. 
Source: Museums Victoria http://collections.museumvictoria.com.au/items/383896  

 
In my past articles I have displayed a fleeting interest in the marvel we call electric-
ity. This one caught my eye – the power of nature can never be underestimated. 
  
The Bacchus Marsh Express – 19 November 1870 – Master Fleming 
 
A fatal casualty occurred at Inverleigh during the thunderstorm on Friday. A farmer named 
Fleming and his son, a lad between fourteen and fifteen, had taken refuge from the weather 
in the farm-house. The father, mother, and son were standing in front of a fireplace, the boy 
being between his parents, when the electric fluid struck the chimney, passed down it, and 
killed the unfortunate lad instantaneously. The room was filled with a strong smell of sul-
phur, but the damage done was trifling with the exception of the fatality stated. The body of 
the boy was much blackened and disfigured, and arrangements had to be made for the funer-
al on Saturday. At Belmont, at about five o'clock, a man named Barker, was driving down 
the hill with a carload of live rabbits from Colac, when the Lightning struck the tire of the 
near wheel, and also killed forty-two rabbits. Every fellow in the wheel was rudely smashed, 
but the tire continued its course for forty or fifty yards down the hill. Fortunately, Barker 
was on the opposite side of the cart, and beyond severe shock and a great fright, escaped 
without injury.  

 

http://collections.museumvictoria.com.au/items/383896


Finally, I couldn’t finish my obituary series without at least one last reference to 
the dangers associated with explosive compounds. Mr Henry Hodsman’s brief but 
fatal experience with nitro-glycerine was clearly unfortunate, especially when he 

chose to use a metal hammer over wood, but what the Mr Long’s wife did with 

his wet blasting powder, defies reason. It reminds me of the earlier ar-

ticle when Mrs Bong went bang. The lesson is clear – when drying 

blasting powder on the fire, one must be extremely careful, it’s a very 

fine line between wet powder and dangerous explosive. Timing is criti-

cal when applying heat, especially with a naked flame. Clearly the life 

of a miner’s wife was bursting with danger. I wonder what ever happen 

to the seven Long children of Sandhurst in the winter of 1873. 

  
The Bacchus Marsh Express – 4 May 1878 - Mr Henry Hodsman 

 

A serious accident, which it is feared will terminate fatally, occurred, says 

Thursday's Age, at a blasting compound manufactory at Koroit on Wednesday 

morning. A man named Henry Hodsman, fifty years of age, was beating a dent 

out of an iron tank containing a small quantity of nitro-glycerine, and meeting 

with some difficulty in removing it with a wooden mallet he incautiously struck 

it with an iron hammer. A tremendous explosion followed, and the man was 

injured in a frightful manner about the lower part of his body, one of his legs 

being shattered to pieces. A young man named Brown, who was standing by at 

the time, also received a nasty injury to his thumb. Both men were at once taken 

to the Melbourne Hospital, and Hodsman was immediately admitted and his 

wounds attended to. But very slight hopes are entertained of his recovery. 

Brown, after having his hand dressed, was Abbie to go to his home. Hodsman 

has since died at the Melbourne Hospital. 
 
The Bacchus Marsh Express – 12 July 1873 – Mrs Long 

 

On Friday, at Sandhurst, the wife of a miner named Long was drying blasting 

powder on the fire when it exploded, and ignited a box of powder standing near. 

The result was that the house was blown to pieces and the woman so severely 

hurt that she never spoke, and died shortly afterwards. She has left seven chil-

dren, the youngest an infant, and the eldest 18. 
 
Yes they all lived and died, but time has been reasonably kind.  
 
In 2018 I hope to review a number of the earliest inquests conducted around Bac-
chus Marsh and the district.   
 
Bruce Carboon 







On the weekend of the 28th and 29th of October, the Bacchus Marsh & the District 
Historical Society provided a display and stall at the annual Bacchus Marsh Horti-
cultural Display. Thanks to the Bacchus Marsh Blacksmith’s Cottage and forge 
bookbarn, we were able to supplement the display with Tommy and Edward to add 
colour and character to our stall. It was a very successful venture as this year our 
committee decided to have some of our photos copied and mounted by a local busi-
ness and sold them for $30. These proved very popular with visitors with many be-
moaning the loss of old buildings and laughter at some of the old characters pictured. 
We also had a folder of other photos for people to browse and make orders from. 
The first time we had a stall there was barely a murmur through our display but now 
it is fast becoming one of our better fundraising and “show and tell” events.  

Newly elected President Bruce  giving 
Tommy a lift to the show 

Tommy in place guarding the display 



 

 

Jenny making sure Tommy 
is feeling comfortable 

Bruce, Katrina and Pat preparing to serve on the Sunday 





Vale Weston Arthur Bate OAM FRHSV (1924-2017)  
The Royal Historical Society of Victoria (RHSV) and the community His-
tory movement in Victoria is saddened by the passing of one its greatest 
sons, Professor Weston Bate on 31 October. 
Weston Bate was born in Surrey Hills Melbourne, son of Mary Olive 
Akers, a Californian and Ernest Bate an English-born engineer. He attended 
Surrey Hills primary for three years before moving to Scotch College. He 
then served in the RAAF and flew Lancaster bomber missions from Eng-
land.  
After the war he enrolled at the University of Melbourne under a service-
man’s tertiary scholarship and was captivated by History under the tutelage 
of Max Crawford and his few staff. Weston began teaching at Brighton 
Grammar in 1949, under the headship of Philip Wilson his future father-in-
law. taking teacher training classes each afternoon. He began a part time 
MA in 1950, while teaching. His marriage to life-long partner Janice Wil-
son in 1955, and their four of six children being born before 1962, delayed 
the MA. It then became the ground breaking A History of Brighton (1962, 
1983).  
After fifteen years of teaching at Brighton Grammar and Melbourne Gram-
mar, Weston was appointed to the History Department at the University of 
Melbourne, where he became a passionate and captivating lecturer. He be-
came Professor of Australian Studies at Deakin University in 1978 before 
retiring in 1989.   
If his History of Brighton set new standards in local history, Lucky City 
(1978) and his second volume of Ballarat’s history, Life After Gold (1993) 
set new heights in goldfields community history. This writing assisted the 
creation of Sovereign Hill, which honours him with the Weston Bate annu-
al lecture. In retirement he wrote histories of Geelong and Melbourne 
Grammar, of the Metropolitan and Barwon Heads golf clubs (for he was a 
skilled player into his nineties), a wonderful book on Melbourne laneways 
and other publications. He also published a chat book of love poems to the 
Mornington Peninsula, Haphazard Quilt (2006). 
Weston Bate served on the Museum Advisory Board in the 1980s. He was 
a long-serving member of the Royal Historical Society of Victoria and was 
awarded a fellowship of the Society in 1991. Weston served on the RHSV 
Council for fifteen years from 1990 and as President of the RHSV from 
1991-97 and 2002-05. His greatest gift was to energise all those he met and 
to inspire historical societies across the state to pursue history with more 
skill, passion and tenacity.  
The RHSV sends its deepest sympathy to his wife Janice Bate, their chil-
dren James, Rosemary, Tristan, Nicholas, Linden and Christopher, their 
partners and their families. His last days were spent peacefully at Cabrini 
Prahran with close friends and his much loved and loving family by his 
side. A passionate lifeforce finally quelled. 



Pat listening intently to Tommy’s horticulture lesson 

Meeting dates 2018 

 
Members Meetings 

 

January 25th  - Guest speakers—Katrina 

Lyle and Katrina Bradfield—progress on the 
WW1 book 

 

March 29th 

 
May 31st 

 

July 27th  

 
September 27th  

 

October 25th AGM 

 

November 29th Christmas Dinner 
 

All alternate months will be committee 

meetings. 

All members meetings will be held in the 
James Young Room, Lerderderg Library, 

Bacchus Marsh 

Newsletter deadlines 
 
February   12th 
 
Theme: Natural disasters 
 
April   14th 
 
Theme: Diggers 
 
June  15th 
 
Theme: Football 
 
August 18th 
 
Your memories of the Society 
 
November   17th 
 
50 years of The Express 


