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President’s Report

Once again greetings to all members and families of the Society, I hope you are all well and coping with the 
changes brought on by winter. It is ideal weather for sitting near a warm heater and reading our second 
newsletter for 2019. 
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Once again greetings to all members and families of the Society, I hope you are all well 
and coping with the changes brought on by winter . It is ideal weather for sitting near 
a warm heater and reading our  second newsletter for 2019.  
This quarter was marred by the very sad and sudden loss of a son to two important 
longstanding members the Society (one a Life Member). John and Fran Hannah lost 
Brett in late May and our thoughts go out to you both during what must be a very 
difficult time. 
Since my last report the Society has been involved in a number of activities representing 
the interests of our members. The following is a brief summary of some of the worthy 
highlights: 

• The Society was awarded $12,973 funding under the Local History Grants 
Program for the project to digitise the Bacchus Marsh Express from 1919 to 1945 
and upload it onto TROVE. Katrina Lyle, Chris Bronchinetti and I worked on the 
grant application, which was submitted in December 2018. This is one of the 
largest grants the Society has ever received - full funding was recommended by 
the (LHGP) Grants Panel and they agreed that the project would be beneficial to 
historians, researchers and the general public. In addition, it would not only 
increase access to these newspapers by our members, but to the wider Victoria 
Community as well. Steve McGhie MP who recently joined the Society was elated 
with the outcome. Bacchus Marsh and District Historical Society Inc. gratefully 
acknowledge the support of the Victoria Government and Public Records Office 
Victoria for making this project possible.  

• Regional Roads Victoria has returned to revisit the Eastern link Road for the 
Bacchus Marsh valley and once again a number of historical structures and 
heritage sites are at potential risk – including the Avenue of Honour. Their 
approach has been consultative; however, the proposals being put forward are 
quite varied and impact on a large area. The Committee lodged a submission 
raising our concerns on behalf of the Society. I strongly urge you all to check out 
the following website and have your say.  
https://regionalroads.vic.gov.au/map/western-improvements/bacchus-marsh-
eastern-link-road-planning-study  
 
                                                                                 (Continued over page)
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President’s Report 

The Archives 
Join	the	Friendly	crew	at	the	
Archives 
Address: 215 Main Street, Bacchus Marsh 
( ask the library staff if unsure which way 
to turn) 

2019 Archives Opening Hours 
Monday, Wednesday, Friday 1-4 pm 
Also Sunday 1-4 pm: on these dates: 
July 14, August 11, September 15 
October 27, November 17: 

Archives phone number: 
03 53679336 

Enquiries enquiries@bmdhs.org.au/ 

Facebook: Bacchus Marsh & District 
Historical Society Inc. 

Mail: PO Box 223 Bacchus Marsh 3340 

Remaining Members Meetings 2019: 
July 25th;  September 26th ;  
November 17th 
At the James Young Room,  
Lerderderg Library 

	

A Viking goblet? An ancient chalice? 
What is this strange vessel, marked 
with the patina of age?   

Now part of the Bacchus Marsh & 
District Historical Society’s collection, 
its identity is revealed in the 
President’s Report.  
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• The Committee has strongly supported increased 
participation in RHSV workshops by members to 
improve skills and knowledge on digitisation, archive 
management and membership. Graeme, Joyce, Chris 
and I recently visited the Castlemaine HS. If you’re 
interested in attending any workshops to learn more 
– let us know. 

• The Society was invited to attend a Business Breakfast 
organised by the Shire for local businesses. Barb and 
I attended where we met Councillors, Derek Madden, 
the new CEO for Moorabool Shire and other business 
leaders within the shire. It is good that the Society is 
seen as an important organisation within the 
community.  

• The draft Shire budget has been promulgated to the 
community and it appears that no funds have been 
allocated for History or Heritage initiatives. The 
Committee will be raising its concerns via 
submission. 

• Trustees for the Mona Denny (Bacchus) Memorial 
Trust have all been finalised. 

Chris continues to do a brilliant job on the Society’s new 
Facebook site as the number of friends climb. It’s truly 
astounding to see how many historical photos and 
information about items from the district is available to 
view on the Internet. The vast majority of the information 
Chris has been able to source for our Facebook account has 
been obtained external to our own Archive, which 
highlights how we can enhance our own historical 
knowledge using this valuable social networking 
application.   
 
The Society has once again been very fortunate with a 
noteworthy donation to our Collection. It was an early tin 
(pewter?) egg cup –originally owned by Harriet Crook’s 
(1825 Tasmania – 1908 Victoria, nee Athorn) family. It had 
been passed down through their daughter Emma Crook’s 
family line to Deb. Donated by Deb Kippax from Northern 
N.S.W. 

It was great to meet Deb and her husband, who just 
dropped into the Archive one Friday morning 
unannounced. They had come to Bacchus Marsh via 
planes, trains and buses all the way from rural northern 
N.S.W. to donate the Egg Cup to the Society.  She was quite 
moved as she looked at some of the Crook family 
documents and memorabilia held within the Society’s 
Collection. They were made welcome and before they left,  
Joy was kind enough to take them for a ride to see the 
Manor House where the egg cup was used all those years 
ago. 
 
Not sure if you noticed, but our Newsletter  ‘Clarke’s 
Marsh’ is now registered with the National Library (ISSN 
ONLINE: 2652-1210, ISSN PRINT: 2652-1202) as a serial 
and online publication. This means that the information 
and stories published each quarter in our Newsletter will 
now be preserved into the future as part of the nation’s 
archives in the National Library of Australia. It’s never 
been more important to contribute your story today for our 
future generations. 
 
Finally, you are all invited to help out on projects and/or 
assist when the Archive is open to the public. Volunteering 
for one of the remaining Sunday openings is a great way to 
learn the ropes with experienced members. Please let us 
know if you can help for any of the following dates and 
times: 
14 Jul, 11 Aug, 15 Sep, 27 Oct & 17 Nov (1 to 4PM) 
 
Add your name to the roster in the Archive or phone 03 
5367 9336 and ask for your name to be added or email 
enquiries@bmdhs.org.au  
 
I look forward to catching up with you all. 
 
Bruce Carboon, President 

 

	

	

	

	

Deb Kippax holds up the Tin Egg Cup in 
front of pictures of her Bacchus Marsh 
pioneer ancestors – James Elijah Crook and 
Harriet Crook (nee Athorn) 

President’s Report continued 
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As	outlined	in	the	president’s	report,	Bacchus	Marsh	&	District	

Historical	Society	successfully	applied	for	funding	to	have	the	

Bacchus	Marsh	Express	digitised	from	the	years	1919	to	1945.	

The	grant	of	$12,973	was	awarded	under	the	2018-2019 Local 
History Grants Program.	 This	 program	 is	 administered	 and	
awarded	through	the	Public	Record	Office	of	Victoria	and	the	

grants	are	state	government	funded.		

The	existing	digitisation	of	 the	Express	 -	 covering	 the	years	

from	its	inception	in1866	through	to	December	of	1918	-	has	

proved	 invaluable	 as	 a	 rich	 and	 accessible	 source	 of	

information.	 The	 grant	 and	 a	 small	 contribution	 from	 the	

BMDHS	of	$1,441 (10%)	will	enable	digitisation	of	the	Express	
to	extend	through	to	the	end	of	WWII.	This	time-frame	covers	

some	important	aspects	of	Bacchus	Marsh’s	history,	including	

the	 Great	 Depression,	 the	 Centenary	 Celebrations	 and	 the	

Darley	Military	Camp.	We	are	lucky	to	have	had	such	a	high	

quality	 local	 newspaper	 and	 editors	 who	 were	 diligent	 in	

reporting	community	matters.	

Digitisation	 streamlines	 research	 processes	 and	 protects	

valuable	 paper	 resources	 from	 the	 predations	 of	 time.	

Available	from	the	National	Library	of	Australia	through	its	

TROVE	website,	digitized	records	are	readily	accessible	to	all.	

The	State	Library	of	Victoria	will	 undertake	 the	process	of	

digitising	 the	 records	 and	 their	 support	 and	 experience	 in	

timelines	 and	 costing	 was	 an	 important	 aspect	 of	 the	

Society’s	 grant	 application.	We	 are	 fortunate	 that	 previous	

members	 of	 our	 Society	 had	 the	 foresight	 to	 ensure	 that	

physical	 copies	 of	 the	Express	 were	made	 available	 to	 the	

State	 Library	 and	 that	 current	 members	 have	 ensured	 a	

continuing	positive	relationship	with	this	library.	

The	grants	team,	Chris	Bronchinetti,	Katrina	Lyle	and	Bruce	

Carboon,	are	thrilled	to	have	achieved	an	outcome	which	

will	have	such	positive	significance	to	researchers,	

genealogists	and	historians	of	Bacchus	Marsh	and	in	the	

wider	community	

	

 
The editors hope you enjoy reading the winter 2019 edition of Clarke’s Marsh. The Spring edition will be published in mid-
October.  If you would like to submit an article or report, contact:  
Katrina Lyle kjlyle@gmail.com or Katrina Bradfield katrinagb@bigpond.com 

 

 
Stephen McGhie, State Member for 
Melton attended the BMDHS 
Members Meeting on the 30th of 
May where he presented a 
“Cheque” for the grant amount of 
$12,973. 
 
Accepting the cheque on behalf of 
the Society are grants team 
members Katrina Lyle and Bruce 
Carboon – as well as BMDHS 
Secretary Barb McMillan.  
 
Grants team member, Chris 
Bronchinetti, unfortunately was 
unable to attend. 

Success in Local History Grants 

Past Life Members of BMDHS:  
Mona Denny RIP: 1975 Geoff Hine RIP: 2008, Audrey Malcolm RIP: 1991, Pulteney Malcom RIP: 2002, Gwyn Moore RIP: 
2011, Jean Oomes RIP: 2009, William Payne RIP: 1981, Wally Stewart RIP: 1996, Doug Watson RIP: 2001  

Current Life Members:  
Christina Hallett, Frances Hannah, Betty Osborn, Marlene Spurr, Geoff Stancliffe, Wendy Vearing, Susan Woods  
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With Mr H Lithgow as President, Mr J McDonald as 
Secretary and the support of many local families, the Darley 
Football Club was formed at a meeting in Cosgrove’s barn on 
the 27th May 1919. A junior team (The Darley Dons), had first 
formed the preceding year. Jim (Jum) Hanson was coach and 
Sylvie Farrow was captain, and the team played its first match 
a few weeks later, on the 14th of June.  Darley had joined the 
Melton & Bacchus Marsh Football League which initially had 
just four teams, Melton, Bacchus Marsh, Darley and Ballan. 
Rockbank joined the league in 1920.  

Using the Darley Recreation Reserve as its training ground 
and with strategy meetings at nearby Cosgrove’s, the club 
soon inspired a deep and abiding local loyalty. Pivotal to the 
establishment and early success of the Club were Jum’s 
parents, John and Sarah Hanson, who went on to head a 
dynasty of Darley footballers over the ensuing generations. 
These included Les, John, Mick and Bob Carr, who were 
instrumental to the Club’s success in the 40’s and 50’s.   
The talented sons of many Darley families became household 
names around the district for prowess on the field and 
dedication to the club, and went on to play football at the 
highest level. Among these were Hanson grandsons Billy 
Jones (Collingwood), Jack Skinner (Carlton) and Marshall 
Younger (South Melbourne). An early and notable Darley 
talent was Marcus Whelan, who won the Brownlow medal for 
Collingwood in 1939. Nineteen-year-old Marcus had been 
recruited to Collingwood from Darley in 1933 and played 172 
games with them between 1933 -47, his career interrupted by 
WWII.  More recent Darley greats are Wayne Closter 
(Geelong), Billy Libbis (Collingwood, Melbourne) and current 
coach, Heath Scotland (Collingwood, Carlton). DFC 
premierships are noted on the following page. 
With a panoply of Darley Football Club greats among her 
forebears, BMDHS Chief Historian MARLENE SPURR 
provides the following vivid reminiscence. Marlene’s family 
lived, breathed and exemplified the passionate allegiance to 
the club characteristic of its members.            [Ed. KL] 
Marlene recalls: 
My memories of the Darley Football Club start in the late 
1940’s when I was a young lass growing up in a community 
who had a religion all their own - and that was football. The 
club started in 1919 and my uncles, the Hanson boys, were 
the first to start it all off. Grandpa Hanson was a 
professional foot runner and he believed that all youngsters 
should have an interest in sport. 
The committee held their meetings in Mr Cosgrove’s store, 
across the road where the shopping complex is (yes, there 
was a store there and it even sold lollies). Mr Cosgrove had a 
large barn on his farm and that’s where the boys dressed 
before the game.  Their dressing room was built in the park 
in 1926 and still stands. It is the only reminder of those early 
years so let’s hope it remains there for the future. Dances 
were also held there, until the hall was built in the park in 
1928.   
Tales were told around the kitchen table of the rivalry between 
the local clubs about who was the best and so on. By the time I 
could understand it all, I had brothers, brothers-in-law and 

cousins all wearing the black and white guernsey. My dad, Albie 
Jones, played until his late thirties. He then umpired, and later 
became a trainer. He shared himself around with other clubs.   
After school I had to help mum wash the jumpers by hand – no 
washing machines or dryers back then – so it was good to see 
them stretched out on the clothes line, blowing in the wind, 
hoping they would be dry for next Saturday’s game. 
In July 1950 on a Saturday afternoon in Darley Park an 
onlooker to the game was Mrs John Hanson (nee Sarah 
Densley) aged 81 years. In former years she had watched her 
late husband and two sons in the Darley arena. On this day the 
younger generation represented her family and included two 
captains and one boundary umpire.  Thirteen grandsons 
participated in the game, together with three grandsons-in-
law, and one grand-nephew. Two of her grandsons went on to 
play with Carlton, one with Collingwood and one with South 
Melbourne. Another went on to win the Stawell Gift. The family 
tradition has continued up to the present day with many of my 
nephews and cousins playing with the Club and still being part 
of it. 
My Grandma and all the local ladies were the backbone of the 
Club; they worked tirelessly baking and selling at stalls, 
running dances and Euchre nights to finance the club and to 
build the dressing room and dance hall (since demolished). I 
remember the training nights and what they called pie nights 
which I could not attend, but my brothers always managed to 
save the best for me. Living across the road opposite to it, the 
park was like a second home; so much time was spent there. The 
big build up to the next footy match started straight after the 
previous game. Nothing else was important: everything else 
was cancelled.  
The rivalry and the hatred between the clubs certainly wasn’t 
contained. Supporters today are very calm compared with back 
then. My aunties would arm themselves with umbrellas, 
walking sticks and fill their bags with hard objects so that they 
could hit hard if they had to.  They would arrive early to get a 
good spot near the opposition’s run through: they were there to 
protect their young fellows on the ground.  Once the siren 
sounded, it was on for young and old, not on the playing field, 
but between the supporters.  The women certainly showed their 
true colours.  Talk about blood, sweat and tears!  The opposition 
was just as bad, mainly from the Maddingley team. The 
umpires were bruised and battered as well; there was no-one 
there to protect them then. If there was a dance on in the hall 
that night, the fights would carry on, by that stage between the 
players.  
Over the years, Darley became, and still is, a very successful 
team sending more young fellows to the League. When I 
married a Bacchus Marsh footballer, I had to change colours, 
but my heart is still with Darley. 

I wish the Darley Football Club a future that is as successful 
as it is today. 

Yours, Marlene (Chief Historian) 

Darley Football Club Celebrates its Centenary 
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Premierships 

As part of the Melton & Bacchus Marsh Football League, the 
DFC won premierships in 1923, 1926, 1934, 1938 and 1939. 
When football resumed post WWII, Darley’s success 
continued with premierships being won in 1947, 1949, 1950, 
1952 1955 and 1957.  
In the newly formed Bacchus Marsh Football League, Darley 
won premierships in 1959, 1969, 1970, 1971 and 1972. 
Having moved to the Central Highlands Football League, 
Darley won premierships in 1983 and 1984. 
Regrouped to the Riddell District Football League, 
Darley attained premierships in 1989 and 1995.  
 Most recently, Darley were premiers in 2015 and 2017 as 
part of the Ballarat Football League. 
All premierships are hard won and well deserved, but the 
Club’s first premiership in 1923 was an important moment 
in the history of the club. At Maddingley Park, a crowd of 
1200 spectators watched Darley defeat Bacchus Marsh 10.8 
to the Marsh’s 7.10. Umpire Nugent said at the game’s 
conclusion, “It’s one of the fastest games I have ever 
umpired. I am absolutely run to a standstill.” According to 
the Express report, “by this stage, he was lying on the 
ground, attempting to get some air.”  
In its usual even-handed way, the Express of September 8th 
1923, published accounts of the game from “Box On” 
(Bacchus Marsh) and Red Harry (Darley). “Red Harry” (J I 
McDonald) captures the excitement and pride in this first 
Darley premiership in his poem “Premiers at Last’, published 
in the same edition of the Express.  (See right) 
Jum Hanson was captain of the inaugural premiership team.                                                                  
[Ed. KL]

) 

Darley	Football	Club’s	premiership	team	September	1923	 DFC 1923 
premiership 
team captain 
Jum Hanson is 
seated 4th from 
left, middle row.  
Can you help 
identify other 
players in the 
photo?  
Some players 
mentioned in 
the Express are: 
Leo Isles 
Wig Isles 
S Farrow 
N Farrow 
P Whelan 
- Sloan  
- Lowther 
- Jones 
- McLeod 
- Grieve 
- Dobson 
- Delahay 
- Ballanger 

	

Premiers	at	Last	
The	Darley	lads	have	struggled	for	five	seasons	that	are	past:	

Their	efforts	are	rewarded	–	they	are	premiers	at	last.	

No-one	will	begrudge	them	the	honour	they	have	won.	

They	have	tried	since	1919,	when	the	club	was	first	begun.	

Jum	and	Silvie	Farrow	(Darley’s	Dickie	Lee)	

J	Cosgrove	as	our	treasurer,	myself	as	secretary.	

I	remember	at	our	first	meeting,	we	met	to	have	a	yarn,	

And	founded	Darley’s	Football	club,	out	in	Cosgrove’s	barn.	

Silvie,	our	first	captain,	who	always	was	the	same,	

Led	our	lads	upon	the	field,	when	they	couldn’t	win	a	game.	

Our	first	match	was	against	the	Marsh,	when	matches	first	begun.	

Marsh	put	on	twenty	goals.	Darley	put	on	none!	

Next	match	we	met	at	Melton,	the	trip	it	was	non-stop.		

Our	car	was	Cossie’s	waggonette,	our	engine	“Copper-top”.	

Three	matches	was	our	tally	in	the	first	year	of	our	game.	

We	pulled	off	five	the	second,	then	Darley	made	their	name.	

Since	that	time	they’ve	held	their	own,	they	were	always	in	the	four.	

They	used	to	train	on	Sundays,	out	near	Cosgrove’s	store	

Melton	in	the	semi,	beat	Darley	in	Ballan	

Then	three	new	stars	Darley	had,	in	Leo,	Wig	and	Stan.	

Last	year	in	the	finals	against	us	Marsh	team	met	defeat,	

And	then	in	the	Grand	Final,	Melton	led	them	by	a	street.	

They	played	the	same,	win	or	lose	“We’ll	be	premiers	yet,”	they’d	

say	

And	now	they	hold	the	Pennant,	the	flag	has	come	their	way.	

If	any	team	deserved	to	win,	it	must	be	Darley	boys;		

The	years	of	disappointment	are	forgot	with	this	year’s	joys.	

The	Darley	lads	have	kept	their	word,	that	Premiers	they	would	be.	

They	started	out	in	1919,	and	won	it	in	1923.	

Their	success	is	due	to	George	Morgan	who	last	year	gave	the	tip	–		

If	the	Darley	lads	would	only	train,	they’d	have	the	Premiership	

								RED	HARRY	(	J	I	McDonald),	Bacchus	Marsh		September	5th	1923	
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Mr Pat Shanahan [with an introduction by Bruce Carboon]  

Moonlite and the “Half-Quarter-Church”                

I had driven past it many times, even stopped to take photos way before any restoration took place. It caught my eye and left me 
pondering ‘what were they thinking? or ‘what happened?’ or simply ‘why?’ 
In those days it was structurally very dangerous, the years of neglect had produced large cracks in the walls and the carefully carved 
stones from the base had begun to fall out threatening an immediate demise of the quirky historical structure. It was always referred 
to as the ‘Half-Church’, but to me that seemed way too generous – a quarter more like it. Yet it held on, stood and refused to give in to 
nature and gravity. 
In my pursuit of the ever-intriguing Captain Moonlite, I had always seen this early Anglican structure as another possible site where 
the Lay Reader Andrew George Scott may have applied his theological footprint within the district. I even felt more confident when I 
saw it for sale many years ago and the advertisement proudly boasted that the famed Captain Moonlite had preached in the ‘Half-
Church’. Or did he? 
I raised this tricky question with Pat Shanahan one of our longstanding members with a very long history in that area. He was quick 
to provide me with some background to the structure’s history.                                    [Bruce Carboon]    
                                                                             
Pat Shanahan explains: 

The History of the Greendale Half Church  

In 1875 across three days in November (11th, 12th & 13th) the 
community held a bazaar in Myrniong at the Mechanics 
Institute and raised £211-14-1 to build an Anglican church at 
Greendale.  
Mr. Frederick Wyatt, architect, Collins Street Melbourne, 
designed a Norman Gothic Style freestone Church. The 
proposed building’s dimensions were: 
• Length 80 ft., body of church, 54 ft. x 22 ft., in the clear 
• Chancel (22 ft. x 20 ft.), Vestry 14 ft. 8 in. x 11 ft. clear 

inside, beside two porches, one 8 ft. x 8 ft. the other 5 ft. x 
5 ft., inside clear 

• Height of walls inside eaves 17 ft., total height of pitch of 
roof 35 ft. 

• Height of Chancel to eaves 15 ft., to pitch of roof 27 ft. 

The church when completed was to have fifteen windows and 
to seat a sizable 220 parishioners. 
Further donations of £301-17-6 from Parish members in both 
Greendale and Ballan provided sufficient funds and the 
construction of the impressive building finally commenced in 
1875.  

The official opening was on the 23rd August 1877 by the Right 
Rev. Dr. Thornton, Bishop of Ballarat. At that time the only 
sections completed of the planned church were the Chancel 
and Vestry which was able to hold 55 parishioners, a quarter of 
what was initially planned. In the early years the weekly 
Sunday service on average attracted 40 parishioners, ranging 
from 18 to 50 people and the Sunday school attracted 12 to 22 
scholars with two teachers.  
At that time the church was part of the Bacchus Marsh Parish, 
however in 1924 the last service was conducted, with the 
congregation dwindling down to 10 parishioners; it was 
decided to join the Ballan Parish. 
In 1930 the Ballarat Diocese sold the church land except the ¼ 
acre surrounding the ‘Half-Church’. Some years later the 
remaining land and ‘Half-Church’ were sold to a private land 
holder. 

The house situated with the ‘Half-Church’ originally came from 
a local quarry in Brady’s Lane, Greendale. The building and 1  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

acre of land was sold in 1959. The structure was later used as a 
hayshed in 1964 after it was sold by the Church of England. 

In 2009 the ‘Half-Church’ once again was in the news:  
The ‘Half-Church’ set proudly on an undulating 1 acre of lush 
countryside overlooking the Greendale township, and within 
walking distance of the Greendale Hotel, was put up for Public 
Auction on Saturday 14th November 2009 and was passed in at 
$100,000. The asking price was $180,000. (Extract from the 
‘Blackwood News’ April/May 2011.) 

The Greendale ‘Half-Church’ was finally purchased by Marlene 
Orange and Cathy Hollis. The new owners then moved another 
building onto the property, Marlene’s old house from 
Benambra (near Omeo) built in 1855 and known locally as 
“Crystals Palace”.  
It was traditionally rented to newlyweds until they could afford 
their own nest. Crystal Clarke had operated it for 60 years. 
A considerable amount of work has been done on the ‘Half-
Church’ building restoring the stone work to its original 
condition.  

The Restored Half-Church in May 2019  

The History of the Greendale “Half Church” 
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The official opening of the restored building was held on July 
4th 2013, by Catherine King M.P. Ballarat. Those present Rev. 
Darrell Couch, Anglican Parish Bacchus Marsh and Rev. Glen 

Wesley, Anglican Parish Ballan, who officially blessed the 
‘Half-Church’. Afternoon tea was enjoyed by all those present. 
 
Sources: BM&DHS Archive, Local papers, Moorabool Heritage study & local history 
 

Footnote: 
Given that the elusive Scott (alias Captain Moonlite) was appointed a Lay Reader at Bacchus Marsh in July 1868 and transferred to Mt 
Egerton on the 24th March 1869. By the 8th May 1869 his association with the Church of England was over after he was accused of 
robbing the local bank by the Sunday School Master (Mr Simpson) and the young Bank Manager (Mr Bruun). Scott resigned from his 
position the following day.  
Throughout the period of 1875 to 1877, when the ‘Half-Church’ was being built, Scott was firmly incarcerated behind bars in Pentridge 
Prison serving a ten year sentence. On his release on the 18th March 1879 he had less than a year to live. Andrew George Scott was 
hanged at Darlinghurst Goal NSW, on the 20th Jan 1880, aged 35 years for the murder of a Constable Bowen. 
Moonlite may have preached in Greendale in the late 1860s, but definitely not in the picturesque ‘Half-Quarter-Church’ we see today.                                                                                                                                                                                             

[Bruce Carboon] 

 

 

 

Katrina Lyle 

As Pat Shanahan’s thoughtful history of the Greendale Half Church reminds us, our beautiful old buildings and facilities are a 
testament to the willingness of early residents of our districts to come together and work to make their vision of community a 
reality. Their purposeful efforts to establish these amenities tell us much about past communities and their values and 
circumstances. Unlike the Greendale Half Church, there is no visible ruin to remind us of the Coimadai Presbyterian Church’s 
once greatly valued presence. 

On Sunday the 20th of June 1869, the Presbyterian community 
of Coimadai gathered together to celebrate the first Divine 
Service in their newly erected church. The prevailing mood 
was one of gratitude and optimism; much had been achieved 
in a very short time. Yet the “pretty and substantial” little 
church was to serve the Coimadai community for less than a 
decade. Much can be learnt about the strengths and the 
challenges facing the church and its community from the 
ample reportage in the Bacchus Marsh Express. Firstly, 
however, we need to briefly revisit the early Coimadai 
community.  

Coimadai Community in the 1860’s 

After early settler John Hopgood arrived in 1851 and with the 
subsequent discovery of lime deposits, an excavating industry 
attracted increasing numbers of workers. By the early 1860’s, 
about fifty men were employed burning and carting lime. In 
addition to these workers, a number of settlers had taken up 
land for farming. A sense of community identity and 
cooperation had begun to emerge.  In 1862, school inspector 
Hale Budd received a memorandum from local citizens stating 
that they wished to establish a school. When he visited in 
November of that year, he found that a substantial weather 
board school room 30 ft x 12 feet had already been built in 
anticipation of government support. Clearly, he had 
encountered a capable and determined community. 

Inspector Budd’s report contains some interesting data about 
the demographics of early Coimadai. According to his report, 
twenty-one children were already attending the school and 

fifty families lived within two miles of it.  He noted that of these 
families’ breadwinners, fourteen were employed at the lime 
kilns, twenty in the Goodman’s Creek Goldfields and the rest 
were farmers.  His report also identified the school’s board 
members, their occupations and religious denomination (See 
A History of Coimadai Primary School)  
The board members were: 
George Dickie, Farmer, Wesleyan 
George Wood, Miner, Anglican 
Daniel Conway, Carrier, Roman Catholic 
James Anderson Miner, Wesleyan 
George Burnip, Limeburner, Roman Catholic 
Although there were no Presbyterians on the school 
committee, Coimadai residents showed an ability to work 
together for a good cause that transcended religion and walk of 
life.  
A desire for their own church 

By the late 1860’s, Coimadai Presbyterians had become 
focused on having their own local place of worship. If we jump 
ahead in time for a moment to Mr David Bower’s address to the 
first congregation, we can gain some insight into this desire.  
“In consequence of having the doors of the Common School 
closed against us for holding public worship, we felt it our 
immediate duty to set about erecting a house wherein we, (as 
Presbyterians), might worship the God of our fathers. Since 
that date, ladies and gentlemen, our respected chairman (the 
Reverend James Scott of Bacchus Marsh) has been holding 

The Coimadai Presbyterian Community and their Church 
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fortnightly Sabbath services in the open air; and I think, with 
one exception, in the face of all weathers. 

It is unclear whether this exclusion was the result of Education 
Department policy, or arose from circumstances in the 
Coimadai community. In any case, imagining the little 
congregation gathered for worship in the open air, whatever 
the season, is a poignant image.  

Church worship was, and remains for many, an important way 
of expressing and validating both spiritual identity and cultural 
heritage. How important this must have been for nineteenth 
century immigrants - of all denominations - who had left 
behind the loved parishes and communities of the “old 
country”. Later in the same speech Mr Bower touched on this 
idea, stating that he had attended and appreciated services in 
the grand cathedrals of the Church of England, but his feelings 
were, “far and away beyond these as I listen and join in the 
grand old Presbyterian tune,  ‘All People that on Earth do 
Dwell’ bursting simultaneously from every voice within the 
four walls of the plain old Presbyterian church,  just such a 
one as we are here assembled in.”  

The church 

With this incentive, and showing the initiative and energy 
common to local communities of the era, the building was 
completed and ready for use within a six-month period.  
Overseeing the project was a committee of local Presbyterians: 
Malcolm Cameron, Alex Hardie, Hutchinson Allan, George 
Grieve, William McKelvie, Peter Train and David Bower. The 
Reverend James Scott of Bacchus Marsh acted as chairman.  
(Not the infamous Captain Moonlight.) 

The church was designed by William Watson of Watson and 
Cuthbertson; he was shortly to draw up the plans for the 
Presbyterian Church at Parwan. The committee undertook the 
preparation of the ground, tenders for brickmaking were called 
and Bacchus Marsh builders Athorn and Taylor were 
responsible for construction. The committee and other 
members of the community volunteered much of the labour.  

Described variously by contemporaries as pretty, chaste, neat, 
plain and substantial, The Express provides a more specific 
description of the church:  

“The Church is a neat edifice of brick, occupying a prominent 
position close to Mr Blower's residence. Its dimensions are 
40ft, x 20ft, with plastered ceiling and walls. At the rear are two 
small rooms, with fireplaces, which will be found very 
convenient for the use of the minister and the committee of 
management. There are three windows on each side filled with 
the usual lead lights with a stained-glass border.” 

Bought for the price of £19, the Ferguson and Urie windows 
were simple, elegant lead-lights and were standard for small 
churches. More intricate designs could be inserted at a future 
date as parishioners paid for dedicated windows. The Express 
continues: 

“There is also a window on each side of the entrance door, and 
a louvre ventilator above. The angles of the building, the door 
jambs, and the windows, are faced with the pretty freestone of 

the district, and altogether the building has a very neat and 
finished appearance. A very suitable reading desk, or pulpit, 
has been presented to the congregation by Mr. McMurtrie, of 
Melbourne, and when the seats of the Church are finished (also 
a present, from Mr. Athorn, of Bacchus Marsh) the interior 
aspect will be surprisingly good for a place of worship in so 
thinly populated a locality.” 

Celebrating the opening of the church 

The jubilant tone for the first Sunday service was set by the 
Rev. James Meek, of Gisborne, who lead the congregation in a 
reading from Ezra vi 16: “and the children of Israel, the priests, 
the Levites and the rest of the children of captivity, kept the 
dedication of this house of God with joy.”  Celebrations 
continued with a soiree at the church the following Tuesday 
which was attended by all denominations of the Coimadai 
community and also church goers from Melton and Bacchus 
Marsh. A children’s picnic was held later in the week.  

The spirit of inter-denomination friendship and generosity 
which had characterised the building of the church was a 
theme returned to by all speakers at these celebrations. Mr 
Bower pointed out that volunteers came from Bacchus Marsh 
as well as Coimadai, and included not only Presbyterians but 
Church of England men and also Roman Catholics. “This fact 
in itself speaks volumes for the goodwill existing among us,” 
he added.    

The Bacchus Marsh Presbyterian choir sang and Revs James 
Scott (Pres) and the Rev Garlick (C of E) spoke. At the initial 
soiree, the treasurer, Mr Train, itemised with thanks a long list 
of donations of money, material and labour provided by the 
district. This amounted to £155 12s 9d. The building, still 
carried a debt, but the church committee believed that “when 
we shall have obtained the grant-in-aid from the Treasury, 
which we confidently expect within a few days, we shall be in 
a position to say that our Church is almost entirely free from 
debt.” The evening ended on a high note and the church looked 
set for a long and bright future. 

Challenges 

The tone of the second soiree, held on the 13th of August 1870 
was more subdued. The Express noted that on the whole the 
evening was successful, considering the bad weather and the 
state of the roads from both Gisborne and Bacchus Marsh, 
although “these were not nearly so bad as rumour painted it, 
especially if advantage were taken of the temporary deviation 
through Mr. Michael Connell's property.”  The Reverend Meek 
of Gisborne was not able to attend, citing illness and the failure 
of the roads. A great deal of effort had gone into the evening 
and the excess of the super-abundant supper was to be divided 
among Coimadai children the following day.  

Of greater significance to the future of the church was the 
financial report, which outlined the debt existing on the 
building. The church had cost more than had originally been 
estimated and, as the Reverend Scott cautioned, state aid to 
religion had already begun to cease. It seems the expectation 
of assistance was either not fulfilled or did not meet the 
financial needs outlined.  The overdaft of £125 8 4d and the 
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interest on it was a substantial burden for a small congregation 
to carry. To this end, true to their earlier energy and 
dedication, some members of the congregation each 
committed to donating the profit from an acre of their harvest 
to the church. A run of poor seasons had not helped the 
situation. 

A greater blow to the church’s future was the loss of their great 
champion and energetic church builder the Reverend Scott 
who took up a position in Hobart at the end of 1870. (He had 
been responsible for instigating the erection of four small 
churches before departing for Tasmania). While at Bacchus 
Marsh, he had fulfilled his promise to deliver a sermon at 
Coimadai every fortnight.  His departure left a void as the 
incoming minister, the Rev Hugh McKail was not inducted 
until late in the following year and there had been scattering of 
the congregation. Nevertheless, McKail’s tenure began well; at 
the Coimadai church soiree held in March, he reported 
attendance had risen from fifteen or twenty to an average of 
forty. 

The demise of the church 
But the die was cast. A combination of factors led to the church 
being all but discontinued in the following few years. 
Successive ministers did not share Scott’s commitment, parish 
boundaries altered, and the debt hung on. McKail it seems, was 
caught between the competing needs of the three 
congregations that he served – Bacchus Marsh, Coimadai and 
Parwan – as well as being sandwiched between higher level 
administrative decisions and the needs of parishioners. He 
resigned in October, 1873. The Express congratulated him  

 

on his “escape from the turmoil”.   In May 1874, The Presbytery 
of Macedon and Werribee appointed to the Reverend Graham 
as pastor with the joint charges of Bacchus Marsh and Melton. 
“Coimadai has been ignored and the church stands idle,” 
wrote an anguished David Bower in a passionate letter to the 
Express. By April 1876, it was decided that the congregations 
at Coimadai and Parwan were to worship together at Bacchus 
Marsh. Various solutions were proposed to meet the debt but 
by 1877, both the Parwan and Coimadai Presbyterian churches 
had fallen into disuse. 

By 1889, Presbyterian and Church of England services were 
held on alternating Saturdays at the Coimadai school. The old 
church still held its debt, and one idea floated was that it be 
bought for the price of the debt (£50) and the building used as 
a Mechanics Institute.  
The final years of the Coimadai Presbyterian Church are 
described by Anders Hjorth in the Express of November 25 
1916:  
“It became neglected, went from bad to worse, great cracks 
appeared in the walls, tramps made it their temporary abode, 
occasionally it was used as a dancing saloon, until Mr. R. 
Alkemade bought the land and church, pulled it down, and 
from the material built his present residence.”  
Mr Alkemade bought the church in 1898, and used the 
materials to build his brick villa. It is unlikely that the 
completed villa included the lovely Ferguson and Urie stained 
glass windows which graced the sides of the old church. 
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At right are examples of the windows with a stained-glass 
border of the kind installed in the Coimadai Presbyterian 
Church in 1869. They were created by the Ferguson and 
Urie Stained Glass Company, who provided many of the 
beautiful windows installed in churches throughout 
Victoria. Many of these are of intricate design and of 
breathtaking artistic merit. Further information about the 
company’s history and examples of their work can be 
found at the following website: 
 https://fergusonandurie.wordpress.com/tag/1871/ 
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CHRIS BRONCHINETTI has provided the following 
photograph and reportage from the Bacchus Marsh Express 
of the wedding of Lydia Fagg and Robert Brown, who 
were married at the Holy Trinity Church Bacchus Marsh on 
the 8th of February 1905. Chris is assisting a family member in 
identifying members of the wedding party. Perhaps among 
guests and family members, you may recognize a forebear of 
your family. The wedding was beautifully described by the 
Express and includes, as was the custom of the day, a list of 
gifts and those who gave them. Wedding customs changed 
over time and we would probably demur at including such a 
list today. Nevertheless, it provides us with some clues and 
pointers as to who may have been part of this photograph. We 
hope that readers may be able to assist in solving at least some 
further parts of this puzzle. Even if you cannot, the wedding 
report and detailed description of the dresses and bouquets 
makes interesting reading, as does the list of gifts, which 
conjure up images of beautiful Edwardian glass and 
silverware. Among the gifts are some unusual items, the lady’s 
palfrey and pet sheep conjuring up rural life of long ago.  

MARRIAGE. Brown--Fagg. A very pretty wedding took place in 
Holy Trinity Church on Wednesday, Feb. 8th, when Mr. Robert 
Brown, third son of the late Mr. James Brown and Mrs. Brown, of 
Parwan, was married to Miss Lydia Ellen Fagg, eldest daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. R. Fagg, of "Broadlands," Bacchus Marsh. The bride 
was given away by her father, and wore an ivory muslin-de-soie 
bodice, trimmed with chiffon ruching, lace and gathered  

yoke, a spray of orange blossoms on the left shoulder, elbow 
sleeves, with deep frills tucked and gathered; skirt shirred at 

waist, with four deep flounces, much tucked and shirred; 
embroidered tulle veil; coronet of orange-blossoms, and carried 
a shower bouquet of tuberoses, carnations, and 
chrysanthemums, the gift of the bridegroom. The ceremony was 
performed by the Rev. G. A. Brewer, B.A., beneath a floral arch, 
with a wedding bell in the centre, and the initials of the bride 
and bridegroom on either side. After the ceremony the wedding 
march was played by Captain Alfred. The bridesmaids were Miss 
Esther Fagg (sister of the bride), and Miss Jeannie Brown (sister 
of the bridegroom). They wore cream veil over glace, trimmed 
with lace, silk ruching, tulle veils, with wreaths of orange 
blossoms, and carried shower bouquets of tuberoses and 
chrysanthemums, and wore gold brooches the gift of the 
bridegroom. Miss Maud Fagg (sister of bride) as train-bearer, 
wore cream voile trimmed with lace, and silk ruche, and wore a 
gold brooch, gift of bridegroom. Mr. C. H. Fagg was best man. A 
reception was held at the residence of the bride's parents, 60 
people being present.  
The happy couple left by the evening train for Melbourne, en 
route for Geelong, where the honeymoon was spent. The 
travelling dress was blue crepe-de chine, trimmed with 
medallions and white lace over white satin, moss green tulle hat, 
with pink roses, gathered pink and green silk ribbon, and silk 
lace. 
• Could you help in identifying any members of the wedding 

party? For clarity of identification, all individuals have been 
numbered within the photograph 

																																																				

The	following	is	the	list	of	gifts	and	givers:	It	is	continued	on	the	back	page.	

Bride to bridegroom: travelling bag Mr. and Mrs. T. Fagg (Ballan): silver and ruby butter 
dish and knife 

Mr. H. L. Howe: silver and crystal biscuit barrel 

Bridegroom to bride: lady's palfrey Master T. Andrew Fagg: spirit jug and glasses. Mr. and Mrs. H. Densley: silver cruet 

Mother of bride: house and table linen Mr. and Mrs. J. Fagg (Bunding): set of carvers Mrs. J. Sloss: lamp, and serviettes 

Father of bride: cheque. Mr. and Mrs. R. Lindsay (Horsham) table cover Misses Anderson: silver jam spoons 

Mother of bridegroom: marble and gold 
clock. 

Mr. W. and Mrs. S. McFarlane (Hazelwood, Morwell): 
spirit jug and glasses, jam dish, and pet sheep. 

Mr. and Mrs. W. Alfred: silver mounted specimen 
vase 

Mr. C. H. Fagg: dinner set. Mrs. G. McFarlane (Morwell): crystal flower epergne Mr. and Mrs. H. Hodgson: pair of vases 

Mr. G. A. Fagg: set of carvers. Mrs. and Miss Richards (Morwell): cake dish, and pair 
of d'oyleys 

Mr. and Mrs. H. Simpson: pair of pillows, and half 
dozen pillow cases 

Miss E. C. Fagg: tea set Girls' Friendly Society: handsome picture, and the 
Society's marriage card 

Misses A., G., and R. Simpson: pair of fruit stands 

Mr. J. B. Fagg: set of jugs. Misses Rogers: photo frame Mr. and Mrs. R. Dugdale: silver and oak butter 
cooler. 

Mr. Reg. N. Fagg: silver and crystal pickle 
cruet and fork. 

Miss Chandler: photo frame Mrs. Findlater (Albert Park): pair of vases.  

Miss Maude V. Fagg: pair of candlesticks Mr. A. Miller: cheque. Miss Laidman: card tray and vase.  

Master Horatio Fagg: ruby salt cellars Mrs. A. McDonald: cake dish, and crystal water bottle Mr. and Mrs. James Cowan: dessert knives 

Mr. J. A. Brown: silver oruet Mr. and Mrs. T. Fagg (Ballan): silver and ruby butter 
dish and knife 

Mr. and Mrs. J. Simpson: set of fruit salad plates 

Mr. W. T. Brown: set of carvers Mr. J. McDonald: set of carvers Mr. J. Dugdale: set of crystal salad dishes 

Miss Brown: chest of tea Mrs. Rutherford:J avs, down quilt Miss A. G. Myers: teapot. 

  

A Very Pretty Wedding 
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List of wedding gifts and givers  (continued from page 10) 

Can you match  a name to  a number in the photo on the preceding page? 
No Name     

      

      

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Bacchus Marsh and District Historical Society Inc is proud to have the support of the following 
organisations: 

Miss A. Brown: lamp Misses Lindsay: drawn thread tray cloth Mrs. and Miss Andrews (Greendale): glass dish 

Miss J. Brown: shaded flower epergne  Mrs. M. A. and Mr. George Vallence: silver and 
crystal butter dish 

Miss M. A. Simpson (Lilydale): pair of ruby and gold 
jelly dishes 

Mr. and Mrs. J. A. Fletcher (Trafalgar): cheque. Rev. C. A. and Mrs. Brewer: bible Mr. and Mrs. Heath: drawn thread table cloth 

Mr. A. E. Beseler: oak inkstand Miss Moser: teapot Mr. C. D. Cumming: silver and oak butter plate and 
knife 

Mr. and Mrs. E. L. Simpson: silver tea pot.  Misses Hawkins: frosted flower and fruit epergne Miss Cumming: pair of vases. 

Mr. R. G. and Miss Lyle: crystal water jug Miss Mahoney: pair of vases Mr. and Mrs. J. Scott: rug 

Miss O. Edwards, photo frame Mr. and Mrs. W. Mahoney: tray Mr. and Mrs. M. Griffin: silver teapot. 

Messrs. R. and T. and Miss Hornbuckle: set of 
carvers, and silver and crystal butter dish 

Misses Horder: flower basket. Mr. M. and Miss Griffin: silver and out glass  
breakfast cruet 

Mr. R. Sloss (Warragul): salad bowl Miss Sloss: set of jugs  

             The Bacchus Marsh Flower and Garden Show           

When: October 26th & 27th this year 

Where: Bacchus Marsh Public Hall 

Be inspired by the beautiful displays of blooms, creative arrangements and new garden ideas at the annual Bacchus Marsh 
Flower and Garden Show. Enjoy a sumptuous afternoon tea in the supper room or enter one of the many competitions on offer. 
These include a children’s section, photography, cake decorating, as well as a wide range of competition categories inviting 
gardeners to display their creative talents.	 

This year there will be two new categories:  

• Jams and Preserves 

• Garden themed knitted beanies and knitted tea cosies.  

Entry forms will be available in October. The garden show also includes children’s activities, a raffle,  plant sales 
and exhibitors of  garden related ideas.   
Proceeds from the Bacchus Marsh Flower and Garden Show support the establishment of an indoor pool for the  
Bacchus Marsh community. What a worthwhile goal!  
Past years have proved this to be an extremely popular event.  Further details about the show and a full list of competition 
categories can be found at website: 1https://www.bmflowershow.org 

A Very Pretty Wedding - continued	


