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President’s Report

Once again greetings to all members and families of the Society, I hope you are all well and coping with the 
changes brought on by winter. It is ideal weather for sitting near a warm heater and reading our second 
newsletter for 2019. 
 

Spring No 3/2019         ISSN ONLINE: 2652-1210      ISSN PRINT: 2652-1202                               Editors Katrina Lyle & Katrina Bradfield 
 

Many of our members will recognize the beautiful woman pictured at right. 
For those who do not, read about her connection to the Bacchus family, and 
her support of the Bacchus Marsh & District Historical Society. 

 
 
 

 
Greetings to all members and families of the Society. This will be 
my last report as President before our Annual General Meeting at 
the end of October. I do hope you are all well as the days grow 
longer and we start the inevitable preparations for the Christmas break and summer 
holiday period.  

The last twelve months proved to be a challenging period for the Committee, especially 
when the Vice-President’s position remained vacant for the entire period. Elected 
representatives and active volunteers were all on a steep learning curve as we ensured 
continuity in the Society’s activities and projects. I am extremely thankful to those 
members who stepped up and helped out during this difficult time. 

Once again your Society has been involved in a number of activities representing the 
interests of our members and the protection and promotion of local heritage. The 
following is a brief summary of some of the worthy highlights since my last report: 

• Steve McGhie MP (also a Society Member) kindly paid for the printing of the 
Society’s Clarke’s Marsh Newsletter so that we could make it available to more 
local community members - promoting local history and heritage. 

 

• The Society was invited to do a presentation at the monthly BacchChat which is 
held in the Lerderderg Library. I stepped up and did our first presentation on 
Captain Moonlite (our local Lay-Reader turned Bushranger) and the topic turned 
out to be a good choice and attracted a record attendance. 

 

• Members are attending a series of six RHSV workshops, which the Society 
purchased to gain more knowledge and skill on cataloguing, scanning and 
systems. This knowledge is not only informing the Information Technology 
Working Group, but will also be invaluable once we commence this important 
project. 
 

• The Society organised a visit to the Manor House. This attracted a big turnout 
and the owner Marie was the perfect host. Although still being her home, she 
allowed us to explore all the house and gardens. John took some great photos, 
including one of James Elijah Crook’s signature on the glass window pane. At the 
end of the visit a small presentation was made to Marie and we all retired to Baby 
Black Café for a coffee, where Chris provided some interesting historical pictures 
for people to guess the location and period.  
 

• The Committee decided to purchase three high resolution pictures with 
accompanying descriptions of early aboriginals from the district for our Archive. 
This remains an area that requires far more research in the future.   

 

• Our Facebook account continues to grow and now has 400 plus followers. 
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The Archives 
Join	the	Friendly	crew	at	the	Archives 
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Monday, Wednesday, Friday 1-4 pm 
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Elaine Greenhall was the guest speaker at our September 
History Night. She gave us a very informative talk on the 
history of the Victoria State Rose Garden and the Rose Garden 
in Maddingley Park. Elaine followed that with explaining the 
techniques used in the successful growing and propagation of 
roses, covering topics from planting, pruning and pests. There 
was even a small demonstration using specialist tools, 
including a very sharp Japanese weeding implement. The talk 
was very well received by those who attended and she finished 
the evening by revealing the names of her favourite roses, 
which a number of members quickly wrote down.  

Remember, you are all invited to help out on projects and/or 
assist when the Archive is open to the public. Volunteering for 
one of the remaining Sunday openings is a great way to learn 
the ropes with experienced members. Please let us know if you 
can help for any of the following dates and times: 

• 26 & 27 Oct (Flower and Garden Show) 

• 17 Nov (1 to 4PM) 

Add your name to the roster in the Archive or phone 

 03 5367 9336 and ask for your name to be added or email 
enquiries@bmdhs.org.au  
 
Finally, don’t forget our AGM on the 31 October, if you are 
interested in becoming a Committee or Executive member or 
volunteer – this is your chance. The current Committee is 
pleased with the progress we have made since our last 
Newsletter and hope you also share in these achievements for 
our Society. 
 
Your help and support is always wanted. 
 
Bruce Carboon 
 
President 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Very little was known about the Bacchus family until Mrs. Betty 
Osborne, one of the Society’s future life members, took on the 
task of researching this early pioneer family during the late 
1960s. Her research via a Lieutenant Commander A. H. 
Bacchus and Mr. Guy Bacchus, led to Mrs. Mona Denny who 
was at that time residing in London. Mrs. Denny was the last 
remaining descendant of Captain Bacchus. She was born Mona 
Winifred Beaufoy Greene at “Yamba”, Dooen near Horsham on 
16 September 1894.  She married Dr. Cedric Roland Denny of 
Colombo, Ceylon, in 1922 and spent the following years in 
Ceylon, before finally settling in London. 
Betty and Mrs. Denny maintained contact and formed a strong 
friendship until she died on 17 February 1975. During that 
period Mrs. Denny shared many stories and donated a number 
of items from the Bacchus family to the Society’s collection, 

which inspired Betty to write “The Bacchus Story”, Bacchus 
Marsh and District Historical Society Inc. (1973).  
Mrs. Mona Denny was the first life member of Bacchus Marsh 
and District Historical Society Inc. and on her death, she 
became its greatest benefactor. In her will, with no living direct 
relatives, Mrs. Denny bequeathed a third of her estate to the 
Society, the other two thirds going to a Mrs. Norah Saunders 
and Mrs. Pamela Glennie-Carr respectively. Her only request 
was that the Society maintain the last resting places of her 
family in Kew.  
In the late 1970s through to the early 1980s, the Society 
established the Mona Denny (Bacchus) Memorial Trust using 
funds from Mrs. Denny’s bequest. Since its establishment there 
has been a long succession of members of the Society who have 
volunteered their time to be a Trustee.  
The Trust’s schedule clearly outlines the purposes for which the 
funds can be used. They are: 

• * the purchase of any documents or photos relating to Bacchus 
Marsh history, which is to be made available to the community. 

• * funding projects of a historical nature related to Bacchus 
Marsh. 

• * ensuring that the graves of the Bacchus family are kept in good 
repair. 
The current Trustees are Ros Johnson, Joyce Porter and Bruce 
Carboon and they can be contacted via the Society. 
 

Bruce Carboon 

Mona	Winifred	Beaufoy	Denny	
nee	Greene	
(16	Sep	1894	-	17	Feb	1975)			
	
“To those who corresponded with her and 
to those who had the good fortune to 
meet her, she revealed a most loveable 
and generous nature. Her sense of 
humour never flagged.”  

Bacchus Marsh Express (27 Feb 1975) 
 

A Brief History of the Mona Denny (Bacchus) Memorial Trust 
 

President’s Report (continued) 



	
	

	
3	

 Photos John Hannah, Gordon Vearing, Chris Bronchinetti and Clive Lyle. 

Built for Captain Bacchus between 1846-1847, no building in Bacchus Marsh symbolises our pastoral 
and colonial history as elegantly as the Manor House. Framed with freestone quoins and with its central 
entrance and windows strikingly outlined in the same material, the Manor House expresses the 
dignified  symmetry of the Georgian era. On Wednesday the 14th of August, a sizeable group  of BMDHS 
members took the opportunity to visit this historic building, thanks to the generosity of the current 
owner, Marie Gosnold.  
 

Free to explore the house, members passed under  the 
graceful fanlight window of the central doorway and into the 
spacious entrance hall  with its beautiful pendant glass ceiling 
lamp, perfectly preserved and believed to date from Captain 
Bacchus’ time. Note the chains with “on” and “off” tabs. No 
doubt the lamp was adapted as lighting technology advanced. 

Also located in the hallway is a lovely antique cedar writing 
desk. In one of its many compartments is a drawer marked 
“Pound Keeper” indicating that the desk was once used by 
James Elijah Crook who held this position, among his many 
other roles. This dates the desk to the 1850-60’s. It possibly 
dates from Bacchus’ time but this has not been established.

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
To the right of the hallway, two deep colonial windows shed 
light on the formal sitting room. Members noted the depth of 
the window sills and thus the depth of the solid brick walls. 
This house was built to last! In the adjoining dining-room 
BMDHS members perused a display of articles about the 

house and its history and viewed first-hand the signature 
James E Crooke 1857 etched into a pane of window glass,  
purportedly with the aid of Crooke’s diamond ring. 1857 was 
the year James Crooke became the owner of the Manor 
House. 

 
 
 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chris, Bruce and Marie view documents displayed in the dining 
room. 

James E Crooke 1857 etched into a dining room window pane.			
	

The doorway, framed by an archway and 
fluted columns of locally hewn freestone. 
These were  constructed and carved by 
mason Robert Rhodes.			

Pendant glass ceiling lamp, said to date 
from the time of Captain Bacchus. Cedar writing desk. Indications are that it 

was used by James E Crook and probably 
dated to the 1850’s or1860’s. 

BMDHS Members visit to the Manor House 
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The surrounding garden too, provided much opportunity for 
reflection. Notable items of interest here are a slab walled 
shed, perhaps once a coach house, an ancient sundial and a 
stone stairway leading down to the cellars. The cellars consist 
of three rooms, one of which is said to feature a central 

whipping post. The Manor House was leased to the Victorian 
Government for use as a court of Petty Sessions between 
1853-1856 and the cellars were admirably suited to fulfil this 
purpose.                                                                     
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
Thanks to Marie Gosnold 
All members of the Bacchus  Marsh and District Historical Society wish Marie well as she prepares to bid farewell to the home 
she has cherished and maintained for the past twelve years. She has a deep appreciation of the history of the Manor House  and 
the Society is grateful for the opportunity she gave members to visit this historic home.  

Katrina Lyle 
 

************************************ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

At right and above  are two views of the cellar rooms used 
as  holding cells for prisoners and for those remanded and 
on their way to Melbourne during the time that the Manor 
House was leased to the Victorian Government. Note the 
barred window and the central “whipping post.” 
The cellars could be accessed externally (left) or 
internally (above). 

Original colonial style brick hut at 
rear of house, now used as a garage.	

John Hannah hard at work documenting 
our visit. Seen from internal stairwell 
connecting  the house to the cellars. 

Foreground with sundial described in 
the Express 1903  and said to pertain 
to Captain Bacchus’ time. Eastern 
view of house in the background.		
		

BMDHS Members visit to the Manor House (continued) 

Front of the Manor House viewed from 
arched trellis  

New Members of BMDHS: 
The BMDHS warmly welcomes its new members: Judy Jubb, Erin Campbell, Rob Wynne, Melanie Wyatt, Anne Maree Hanson, 
David Dixon, John Grant, Jillian Braithwaite, Karen Hunter 
Past Life Members  
Mona Denny RIP: 1975, Geoff Hine RIP: 2008, Audrey Malcolm RIP: 1991, Pulteney Malcom RIP: 2002, Gwyn Moore RIP: 
2011, Jean Oomes RIP: 2009, William Payne RIP: 1981, Wally Stewart RIP: 1996, Doug Watson RIP: 2001  

Current Life Members:  
Christina Hallett, Frances Hannah, Betty Osborn, Marlene Spurr, Geoff Stancliffe, Wendy Vearing, Susan Woods  
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There is space in this newsletter to provide readers with only a brief history of the house and its owners. Information in the 
following biographical summary of Captain Bacchus is largely drawn from Betty Osborne’s history, The Bacchus Story. Those 
not familiar with this very readable and well researched history can access it through  the Bacchus Marsh & District Historical 
Society. Details at the end of this article. 
 

Captain William Henry Bacchus 

Captain Bacchus was among the first of the entrepreneurial 
pastoralists who arrived in the  Port Phillip district in the late 
1830s and early 1840s. Many, like Bacchus, were sons of the 
burgeoning English middle classes and were relatively well 
educated, with many already having a career in the military, 
business or the professions. For example, Bacchus’ 
contemporaries Charles Griffiths and James Moore who 
established the Glenmore run, were Dublin lawyers. [They 
sent their law books to Redmond Barry, believing that their 
financial future lay in wool, not words.] This group did much 
to establish the sheep grazing pasturelands that “opened up” 
the existing indigenous landscape, activities that were to 
underpin Victoria’s wealth for the following century, quite 
separately from that gained from the gold rush.   
Descended from several generations of successful 
Staffordshire pottery manufacturers, Bacchus initially 
pursued a military career. First commissioned in 1804, 
Bacchus became a captain in 1814. At the end of the 
Napoleonic Wars in 1815, Captain Bacchus turned his 
attention to farming, purchasing properties in Sussex. He is 
described as delighting in his properties’ woodlands and 
pastures and in the manorial farming life that went with it.  
He immersed himself in this existence throughout the 1820’s 
and much of the 1830’s. During this time, Bacchus married 
Eliza Arthur  and his son William Henry (1820) and his 
daughter Eliza (1829) were born.  

In 1837, at the age of fifty-five, Bacchus made the life 
changing decision to sell his estate and to embark for 
Australia with the intention of pursuing farming interests. 
Reports of wealth to be made in the new colony at Port Philip 
were already in circulation and it is likely that Bacchus 
believed that this was the best place to secure his children’s 
prosperity. Having purchased 2000 sheep in Van Diemen’s 
Land at the end of 1837, Bacchus and his 17-year-old son 
arrived in Bacchus Marsh in 1838. There they met Kenneth 
Scobie Clarke who had been grazing sheep in the area 
throughout 1837. [The title of this newsletter is a nod in the 
direction of Clarke as the antecedent of Bacchus.] 

After Clarke decided to leave the occasionally soggy river flats 
of Bacchus Marsh in favour of the surrounding Pentland 
Hills, Bacchus and his son set about establishing themselves 
on what was to become the Lardedark Run, marked out by 
five shepherds’ huts from Coimadai to the lower Pentland 
Hills. Bacchus and his son originally lived in one of these, 
built and occupied by Clarke and situated on the Lerderderg 
north of Darley. But he soon made his home at the fifth hut, 
situated on the rising ground where the Manor House was 
later erected. With its home station and four outstations, the 
Lardedark run was to cover twenty-two square miles and 

carried, at one time, 3000 sheep. By 1841, Bacchus employed 
11 shepherds, three stockmen and three domestic servants.  
Yet while these early pastoral runs were often a source of 
wealth, men such as Bacchus held a very uncertain tenure on 
the land they occupied. The legitimacy of their occupancy 
depended on government issued de-pasturing licences which 
required renewal every six months. True ownership could 
only come after the land was surveyed and offered for sale - 
or by government grant. With its proximity to Melbourne, this 
process came about very quickly in Bacchus Marsh. Following 
WW Darke’s 1839 survey of the local district, Bacchus found 
himself having to apply for purchase of his most cherished 
river flat land. This land was surveyed in parcels of  
approximately 100 -200 acres and was then granted to a 
number of ex-army officers through a somewhat obscure pre-
selection process. Most of these men were well known to 
Bacchus as early fellow members of the Melbourne Club and 
other Melbourne institutions he frequented. To make matters 
worse he was unsuccessful in securing that portion of land 
intended for his future homestead, his neighbour Peter Inglis 
being the successful purchaser. Undaunted, Bacchus bided 
his time, eventually buying back his homestead block from 
Peter Inglis. Following changes in legislation regarding 
pastoral leases in 1844, Bacchus was able to secure the vast 
Speed run and also Peerewur near Lal Lal for his son.  

In this bright and more certain future, Bacchus set about  
creating his dwelling, one which would reflect the solidity and 
permanence of the manorial life he had known in his English 
farming days. Bacchus was by all accounts an affable, kindly 
man who loved entertaining. Frequent guests were his fellow 
pastoralists such as the Hoblers, Griffiths and Labillieres, and 

Captain William Henry Bacchus 
Image	courtesy	of	BMDHS	

	

Historic Owners of the Manor House  
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dinners and hunting parties featured prominently among the 
entertainments. Unfortunately, Bacchus was to have but a few 
short years to enjoy the lifestyle and home he had created. He 
died of heart disease at this home in February 1849, at the age 
of sixty-seven.  
Bacchus’ son, W Henry Bacchus, was committed to his life at 
Peerewur so the Manor House and  surrounding acreage was 
sold to John Atkins and Robert Clarke in 1851. For some years 
during Atkins and Clarke’s ownership (1851-1857), the Manor 
House was leased to the Victorian Government for use as a 
Court of Petty Sessions, a police station and lock up. The 
cellars are reputed to have fulfilled this latter function 
admirably. 
Captain Bacchus had always wanted to donate some land to 
the Church of England for a church and graveyard. Young 

William Henry Bacchus fulfilled this wish and his father’s 
grave now rests in the Holy Trinity  churchyard. 

In this more egalitarian age, it is perhaps harder for some to 
feel connected to a man of means like Bacchus, but he had had 
his share of hardship in the early days. He was a courageous 
risk taker – who among us would take the journey he 
embarked on at the age of fifty-five? Bacchus was known to 
be generous and decent to early settlers to the district, such 
as the Mahony family.  

The Bacchus family always referred to the district by its 
aboriginal name – Lardedark. It is fitting that others, 
including Kenneth Scobie Clarke, referred to it as Bacchus’s 
Marsh.  

 

******************************************************** 
 
James Elijah Crook 

Described by the Bacchus Marsh Express as a man of great 
natural talent, James Elijah Crook was an appropriate 
successor to proprietorship of Bacchus Marsh’s most 
prominent dwelling. Crook purchased the Manor House in 
1857, and the house was to remain in the Crook family for the 
following ninety years. Crook combined commercial acumen 
with an indefatigable sense of civic mindedness: there were 
few commercial or public enterprises in Bacchus Marsh in the 
1850s, 60s and 70s that did not involve him as a significant 
participant. 

Born at Surrey in 1819, he arrived in Tasmania with his 
siblings and free settler parents in 1832. Crook eventually 
purchased land in Bacchus Marsh in 1841. Having established 
a lodging house as early as 1843, he built the Woolpack Inn at 
the eastern end of the Marsh in 1849. From that time on his 
fortunes were in the ascendancy. A farmer, auctioneer, 
pound-keeper, publican and postmaster, he established a 
coach service between Melbourne and the Ballarat goldfields 
in 1851 with the Woolpack Inn a half way stopping point. 
Although the town’s activity eventually shifted westwards and 
closer to the Border Inn, the substantial and beautiful 
Woolpack was for more than a decade the major focus of 
activity for all echelons of community life in Bacchus Marsh.  
In 1851, the first court of petty sessions and police lock up, 
much needed in the gold rush days, were located at the 
Woolpack Inn.  

Crook’s prosperity and influence in the town increased, and 
he became a trustee of the Church of England, a member of 
the Bacchus Marsh School Board of Advice, a quarter master 
with the rank of cornet in the Mounted Rifles. He served on 
the Water Board, and as a trustee of the racecourse. He had a 
great interest in racing and horse breeding. In 1849, his horse 
Belzoni won the Flemington Cup, precursor to the Melbourne 
Cup. His loved horse Saladin won many prestigious 
Melbourne races, including the Australia Cup in 1872.  

 

Crook had married Harriet Athorn in 1846 and the Manor 
House provided suitable accommodation for this prosperous 
citizen and his large family. The house once more became the 
centre of social life in Bacchus Marsh. One particular guest 
remains intriguing. Like many residents of Bacchus Marsh, 
Crook was quite impressed with the eloquent and handsome 
young Church of England lay preacher, Andrew Scott, who 
arrived in Bacchus Marsh in 1868. With his religious 
credentials and his obvious talent, Scott must have seemed 
the perfect tutor to Crook’s sons. In this capacity and as a 
personal friend of the family, Scott was accommodated at the 
Manor House. But cracks were beginning to appear in Scott’s 
persona, and it was probably a wise decision, at least for the James	Elijah	Crook	and	Harriet	Crook	(Athorn)	

Courtesy	Bacchus	Marsh	&	District	Historical	Society	

James	Elijah	Crook	with	four	of	his	children	in	front	of	the	Manor	
house,	early	1860’s.		

Image	https://balancearchitecture.wordpress.com/2018/08/15/	

Historic Owners of the Manor House (continued) 
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citizens of Bacchus Marsh, for Bishop Perry to transfer him to 
Mt Egerton in the Autumn of 1869. There Scott assumed his 
alter ego, the notorious bushranger, Captain Moonlite and he 
committed his first major heist within months of his arrival.  
After decades of involvement in the local community, Crook 
lived quietly in his final years., passing from life in October of 

1889. Like his forbear and fellow churchman Captain 
Bacchus, James Crook was interred at the graveyard of the 
Holy Trinity Church. At his death the Bacchus Marsh Express 
stated that Crook deserved, “being held in kindly 
remembrance by his neighbours and by the public 
generally.” 

 
******************************** 

Audrey and Pulteney Malcolm 

The Manor House remained in the Crook family until 1947. 
During this time, it was the home of several family members 
and was occasionally rented out, one of its notable tenants 
being Jeremiah Ryan. In 1947 it was purchased by the 
Lifeguard Milk Factory and various (ultimately unfulfilled) 
plans were proposed for its future. Like all uninhabited 
buildings, it took on a derelict and ruined appearance. At least 
one BMDHS member recalls attending spooky parties there 
in the 1950s! 
In 1961, the property was sold to the Hon V O Dickie MLC, 
and Mrs Dickie, and they in turn sold it to their family 
members, Audrey and Pulteney Malcolm. The Malcolms had 
heard a rumour that the grand old dwelling was to be 
bulldozed in favour of the erection of a block of flats and they 

were determined that that should not happen. The task of 
restoration was close to the Malcolm’s hearts, as both could 
remember it well from its former days. With the guidance of 
the National Trust they took up the challenge of restoring it 
to its former glory.  
A Woman’s Day article of 8th June 1966 features the 
Malcolms in the restored Manor House. Pulteney is pictured 
with Captain Bacchus’ original cedar desk and fireplace. The 
image is blurry - could this be the desk described earlier and 
dating at least to J E Crook’s time? 
Audrey and Pulteney Malcolm were long-standing members 
of the Bacchus Marsh & District Historical Society and are 
honoured as life members. Their passion and commitment 
preserved an important cultural and historic icon. 
  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

More information can be found in the following books published by the Bacchus Marsh & District Historical 
Society: 
• Betty Osborne, 1973, The Bacchus Story: a history of Captain WH Bacchus of Bacchus Marsh and his 

son Well written and based on meticulous research, this book provides a reliable and extremely 
readable account not only of the Bacchus family but also of the early history of the district 

• Bacchus Marsh Heritage Guide, 2004. Researched and compiled by Rob Reid and the BMDHS, this 
guide contains a wealth of information about  the Manor House and other buildings and items  of 
cultural significance throughout the district. Both books are available for purchase through the Bacchus 
Marsh & District Historical Society. 

Katrina Lyle 
*********************** 

The editors hope you enjoy reading the spring 2019 edition of Clarke’s Marsh. The Christmas edition will be published in 
late December.  If you would like to submit an article or report, contact:  
Katrina Lyle kjlyle@gmail.com or Katrina Bradfield katrinagb@bigpond.com 

 

When the Malcolms took on the challenge of restoring the Manor 
House, it was in a sad state of disrepair. 

Audrey Malcolm in the “dungeons” and her husband  Pulteney Malcolm in the 
drawing room of their newly restored home, 1966.  

Woman’s Day, 8 June 1966 

Historic Owners of the Manor House (continued) 
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On Sunday the 15th of September, friends and members gathered to celebrate 
the centenary of the Bacchus Marsh sub-branch of the RSL. For the past one 
hundred years, the Bacchus Marsh branch has provided ongoing support for 
returned service personnel and their families through social connection, 
fellowship, practical support and 
advocacy. Throughout this time, the RSL 
has made an important contribution to 
our cultural heritage. It has raised 
awareness of the role played by service 
personnel from WWI to the present day. 
Commemorative days such as ANZAC 
Day and Remembrance Day play a 

significant part in our collective consciousness. While this applies to the organisation 
nationally, it is at the grass roots level that this is enacted – and the local branch has certainly 
played its part. Over time the RSL has also become the repository for memorabilia, ensuring 
that photographs, uniforms and other military memorabilia are preserved. Nevertheless, the 
welfare of service personnel and their families remains its primary focus. 
 
Beginnings – a Response to WWI 
Local soldiers who had returned injured over the course of 
WWI expressed a desire to assist their comrades and the 
families of the fallen. The community was keen to support 
them in achieving this, but getting the volunteers back after 
the war ended was no easy task. Many were to spend most of 
1919 encamped in England while they waited for a ship home. 
Thus the first meeting to form  a local branch of what was then 
known as the Returned Soldiers and Sailors Imperial League 
of Australia was not held until the 15th of September of 1919. 

On the same date the Bacchus Marsh branch of the Sailors 
and Soldiers Fathers’ Association was formed. It underscores 
the fact that the volunteers were in the main, very young men. 
A stated aim was to “have a strong representation with 
Melbourne, when anything of importance may have to be 
considered with regard to our returned soldiers ”. Among the 
inaugural members of 
this group were Messrs 
Kerr, Grant, Oliver,  
Edgerton, West, 
Campbell, Ramsey, 
Crook, Lyle, O’Hara, 
Usher, Allen, Edwards, 
Emmett, Slack and 
Simpson. WWI had cut 
deeply into the lives of 
these families: many, 
such as the Crook, 
West, Oliver and 
Edwards families had 
seen three  of their sons 
embark for active 
service. Others, such as 
the Allens, Ramseys, 
Campbells, Slacks and 
Simpsons were 
mourning the loss of 
sons who had become 

casualties of the conflict. Shared understanding was a source 
of strength.  
But the focus of the organisation was the activity generated by 
the returned men themselves. By the 11th of October 1919, the 
pioneering work of forming the branch was complete. The 
elected office bearers were: President - Lieut P J Vallence; 
Vice Presidents - Lieut. W West and Messrs. R T Grant and W 
McKenzie; Secretary - Mr Piers Kelly; Asst. Secretary - Mr W 
Crouch; Treasurer - Mr  J A Connor; Committee - Messrs H S 
Grant, G R Morgan, T Phillips, J R Crook and C Edwards. All 
these men had seen significant overseas service. Lt Vallence 
was also a veteran of the South African war and had been a 
respected organiser and leader of the local Light Horse 
Regiment prior to WWI. He was a natural choice as president. 
Other members formed an entertainment committee and a 
fundraising concert and dance were quickly organised. RSL 
clubrooms were built in 1921. Fellowship, fundraising and 
care was a feature of the interwar years, setting a pattern of 
member commitment and service. 

Darley Camp 
In 1940, Darley Camp was established  and thousands of AIF 
personnel trained there over the course of WWII. These 
included the 4th Infantry AIF, the Australian Women’s Army 
Service and the Australian Army Medical Women’s Service. 
[Later Dutch and US soldiers trained there.] In order to 
provide support for such an influx of military personnel, an 
RSL presence was established at the camp. Co-operation 
between the Bacchus Marsh Shire and the Bacchus Marsh 
RSL led to a recreation room being added to the existing RSL 
clubrooms. Furnished through donations and staffed by 
volunteers, the recreation room was open seven days per 
week and provided a buffet, radio, ping pong, gramophone 
and piano for the use of the military personnel.  

Bacchus Marsh Women’s Auxiliary celebrates 90 
years 
The recent RSL centenary celebrations also provided an 
opportunity to demonstrate appreciation of the Bacchus 
Marsh Women’s Auxiliary. Formed in 1929, the group 
included the mothers, wives, widows, and other female 

The Bacchus Marsh RSL Celebrates a Centenary of Service 
 

photo	John	Hanna	

Antique	tea	trolley	was	presented	to	
the	Ladies	Auxiliary	to	honour	their	
90th	birthday.																		photo	John	Hannah	

photo	John	Hannah	
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relatives of WWI. veterans. In the early days, RSL 
membership was restricted to men who had seen active 
service overseas, so the Auxiliary gave women the 
opportunity to join their partners and relatives and work 
towards the same goals. Over the past ninety years, the 
Auxiliary has worked to raise money for the welfare of men 
and women who served and their widows and families. An 
antique tea trolley was presented on the day as a tribute to 
their dedication. 

The changing role of women in the RSL 

Women are now strongly represented in the Bacchus Marsh 
RSL, reflecting the increasing roles and opportunities for 
women in the military services in recent years. The most 
significant change occurred  during WWII when the women’s 
military services - the AWAS, WRANS and WAAF were 
formed. While these were non-combatant, generally non-
overseas roles, they were vital to Australia’s effective war and 

effort. Since that time, women’s military service has been 
gradually merged with the mainstream military services, with 
the roles and opportunities for women matching those 
available to men. Cherrison Lawton, the first female president 
of the local RSL, reflected on the enormous change in 
attitudes to women in the military service since her WAAF 
days when, for women, family life and military service were 
seen to be incompatible.  

Lifelong service and camaraderie 
The service of three long term local RSL members was 
honoured with a Certificate of Service presentation at the 
RSL centenary celebrations. The servicemen are: 
• WWII veteran James Ginnane - 72 years RSL  
• Korean War veteran Neville Alkemade – 65 years RSL  
• Vietnam veteran Alf Hawkins – 52 years RSL  

 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Resting Poppy Project 
Just after 100 years since the creation of 
the Avenue of Honour, the Bacchus 
Marsh RSL has initiated an exciting new 
project. “The Resting Poppy” will commemorate the service 
of the 464 WWI volunteers now known to be associated with 
the Bacchus Marsh district, thus enhancing and adding to the 
281 names commemorated in the Avenue of Honour. The 
lives and service of these 464 soldiers is described in the 
Bacchus Marsh & District Historical Society’s publication, 
Honour to whom Honour is Due (Lyle & Bradfield 2018). The 
book is available for purchase from the Bacchus Marsh & 
District Historical Society. 

Designed by sculptor Dean Bowen, the 
bronze sculpture will comprise of scattered petals of a 
Flanders poppy, the largest standing 3 metres high. The 
sculpture will enable people to follow a path of names woven 
through the petals as they move through the installation, 
encouraging reflection on the human cost of war. Viewed 
from the front, the petals come together as a symbol of unity 
and peace.  
May the Bacchus Marsh RSL continue to play an  important 
cultural and educational role in our community. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                     

                                                     Katrina Lyle

The Bacchus Marsh RSL Celebrates a Centenary of Service (continued) 

 

Right:	 Alf	 Hawkins	 accepts	 a	 Certificate	 of	
Service	 from	 RSL	 State	 President	 Robert	
Webster	OAM	in	recognition	of	Alf’s	52	years	of	
membership.	At	back	 is	Lt	Col	Richard	Simson	
who	addressed	the	gathering.	
	
Far	 right:	 On	 behalf	 of	 the	 RSL,	 Cherrison	
Lawton	 accepts	 a	WWII	 Japanese	 sword	 from	
Michael	and	James	Ginnane	(seated)	A	gift	from	
the	Ginnane	 family,	 the	sword	has	been	 in	 the	
family	since	WWII.	
																																																											photos	John	Hannah	

	

Right: Bacchus Marsh RSL 
president Cherrison Lawton, Bill 
Lawton and Terry Rosewarne 
with an artist’s impression of 
the Resting Poppy.           

photo Katrina Lyle 
 
Far Right: a plan of the 
interactive sculpture, on display 
at the RSL. 
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The culmination of years of community effort, the Myrniong Mechanics’ Institute officially opened with readings, live music and 
a ball on Friday the 22nd of October 1869.  
BMDHS member GORDON VEARING has documented the establishment of the Myrniong Mechanic’s Institute very thoroughly, 
based on articles from his own research and also in the Bacchus Marsh Express, identified by Marlene Spurr. Articles from Mr 
PAT SHANAHAN’S scrapbook are included to enrich the more recent history of this great Myrniong community asset.  
The following is a summary of the wealth of information provided by Gordon and enhanced by Pat.

Establishing the Myrniong Mechanics’ Institute 
The Express reported on the 10th Nov 1866 that a site on the 
corner of Short and Shuter Streets had been gazetted.* Within 
a few months, a public meeting appointed trustees Dennis 
Ryan, George Drysdale and John Tyson to “hold the ground”. 
At the same meeting a large enthusiastic working committee 
was also appointed to take immediate steps for the erection of 
a suitable building. Among the original working committee 
were Messrs G Grant, D Mairs, A Grant, W Roberts, D Ryan, 
H Meikle jun., _ Turnbull, H Simmons, A Fox, W McNichol, 
NP Webbe, (Head Teacher, Myrniong School) J Tyson, G 
Drysdale, J Swannell, P Bourke, J Ryan, I Evans, H Hodgson, 
C Warton, R Frame. Others would be welcomed in time. 
Organised and purposeful 
The cause proved unstoppable once the wheels were set in 
motion. Funds needed to be raised within the community for 
the building and for the all-important library. At a meeting on 
the 10th of April 1867, the committee decided that the 
common school would house a temporary library. 
Subscriptions were set at 10/- and several members were 
enrolled. Donations of books were promised from Member of 
Parliament ML King and Mr Degraves - and prominent 
various district locals, such as James Young. Mr King also 
assured the committee that a government grant would be 
forthcoming that year, although that may have been a little 
optimistic. Throughout the year, committee members raised 
subscriptions within the community and the schoolroom 
became the site for planning, social events and fundraising 
dedicated the future building. Although it had no permanent 
physical home, in terms of energy, activities and committed 
members, the Myrniong Mechanics Institute was already an 
entity. 
Readings and other fundraisers 
Fundraising intensified as 1868 progressed, characterised by 
regular readings at the school. Delivered by mostly local 
volunteers, these ranged from the light-hearted, the culturally 
edifying or the instructive. In an age before television, film or 
radio, the evenings proved extremely popular and 
foreshadowed one role that the Mechanics’ Institute was to 
play within the community. Aiming to inform, Rev W Cooper 
gave a lecture on musketry, Rev J Bleasdale extolled the 
nutritive power of eggs, while Rev D McDonald took listeners 
on the voyages of Captain Cook. Many evenings wisely 
interspersed cultural advancement with light-hearted 
anecdotes and songs. On the 7th March 1868, the Express 
reported:  
“The	 Schoolhouse	 was	 densely	 crowded	 on	 the	 occasion,	 and	 the	
amount	realised	was	considerable.	Mr.	G.	Grant	occupied	the	chair.	
The	 lecturer	 [M.L.	 King,	 Esq.,	 M.L.A	 ]	 very	 lucidly	 described	 the	
birthplace	of	the	immortal	bard	-	his	early	associations,	the	manners	

and	 customs	 of	 the	 age	 in	 which	 he	 flourished	 -	 his	 unsurpassed	
poetical	 genius,	 and	 his	 emergence	 from	 obscurity	 and	 rapid	
advancement.	 Some	 recitations	were	 then	 given	 from	 “Hamlet,”	 in	
which	 our	 worthy	 M.L.A.	 ably	 distinguished	 himself.	 .	 .	 The	 next	
reading	 was	 the	 excursion	 of	 Lord	 Tom	Noddy	 and	 his	 illustrious	
companions	to	witness	a	public	execution.	The	conspicuous	position	
selected	by	his	Lordship	and	party	-	their	over-indulgence	in	alcoholic	
stimulants	 to	maintain	 sufficient	 fortitude	 to	witness	 the	 revolting	
scene	 -	 the	consequent	debauched	sleep	 -	and	 the	consternation	of	
awakening	 to	 behold	 the	 unfortunate	 culprit	 cut	 down	 and	 taken	
away…	 [This]	 was	 	 very	 humorously	 rendered.	 In	 fact,	 the	 whole	
entertainment	 was	 a	 complete	 success.”	 Admission fee was 
sixpence. 

Readings continued through 1869, a highlight being an 
address by a well-known phrenologist, “who will examine as 
many bumps as are presented to him.” Fundraising 
extended and consumed the community. The Anglican 
church hosted tea meetings in aid of the building fund and 
the year culminated in a Masquerade Ball and Bazaar held 
over the New Year period.  
With so much community energy dedicated to the building 
project, it is little wonder that the committee were soon 
confident that they could commit to the construction of the 
building. As early as the 28th March 1868, it moved that, 
“That a stone building be erected, 14ft. x 20ft., height of 
walls, 11ft., gable ends, and a chimney,” and tenders were 
soon called for the quarrying and carting of stone, 
applications addressed to Mr John Tyson. In early November 
1868, a successful tender for the erection of the building was 
chosen, and within a month Messrs Watson and Cuthbertson 
had laid the substantial foundations. By September of 1869, 
the building seems to have been completed but a cold snap, 
which left Mt Blackwood “enveloped in a mantle of white” 
meant that the official opening was delayed until the 22nd of 
October.  

Opening celebrations 
‘The opening readings and ball and at the Mechanics’ 
Institute came off on Friday last,” reported the Express on 
the 30th Oct 1869. After a pithy speech by the hall chairman 
and appropriate readings and songs from Messrs Field, 
Davies and Nicholas, the ball “kept up until daylight, the 
musicians being Messrs. Richardson and Carlton. The latter 
used Mr. Webbe's harmonium as an accompaniment to the 
violins, and the effect was certainly pleasing.”  
*[Some	misgivings	were	 later	 expressed	over	 the	gazetted	 site	with	
some,	including	the	editor	of	the	Express,	believing	that	it	was	too	low	
lying,	 swampy	 and	 far	 from	 the	 road.	 Another	 allotment	 beside	 the	
police	 station	with	 frontage	 to	Main	 St	was	 investigated.	When	 this	
proposal	fell	through,	the	committee	settled	on	the	original	site.	“We	
think	it	would	be	as	well	if	the	committee	at	once	ordered	some	channels	
to	be	cut	to	carry	off	the	drainage	from	the	land	on	the	upper	side	of	the	
building,”	advised	the	Express.	]	

Marking 150 years of the Myrniong Mechanics’ Institute  
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The	building

With bluestone walls and freestone quarried locally from Mr 
Swannell’s paddock, the original building must have been 
substantial and beautiful. The freestone used around the 
quoins, windows and doors is described as almost white, with 
“a close and even grain, very hard, and of uniform colour,” 
providing an effective and dramatic contrast to the sober 
bluestone walls. 

Gordon and Wendy Vearing provide further details: “The 
building consisted of a main hall and porch. Additions 
between 1870 and 1871 included a ceiling, platform, fence, 
comfortable seats and table and a bookcase. A reading room 
was added in 1875.” Fundraising also focussed on enhancing 
the library’s reference material. 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 

The first reading in the officially opened building was held on 
the 13th of November when the Rev Bleasdale described the 
natural resources of the Myrniong district, its geology and 
mineral wealth. For the next seventy years, the Myrniong 
Mechanics’ continued its focus on cultural and social 
community engagement, fulfilling its stated aim of providing 
inhabitants of the district with “instruction combined with 
amusement”. The 1870 scale of charges at right gives an idea 
of the scope of these activities. Importantly, the community 
had a venue where matters of public concern could be 
discussed and new ideas could be aired. In 1890 the proposed 
route of the railway was talked through; in 1898 the notion of 
Women’s Suffrage was debated. During WWI it was the 
activity hub for the local Red Cross.  

Disaster: Mechanics Hall Destroyed by Fire   
Early on Saturday morning  the 6th of December 1930 the old 
building was consumed in flames. By daylight the following 
morning, “only the stone walls were left standing, and the 
old historic building which had served the community so 
well for over 70 years, was a memory only…the stone 
building was really regarded as a memorial to the old 
pioneers of the district, whose names are indelibly printed 
on the minds of not a few, and whose prosperous and 
progressive ideals have been handed down from 
generation to generation”. (The Express, 13 Dec 1930 )  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr George Allan beheld the inferno with horror:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scale of Charges 1870 

For	a	Ball	 £ 1	

For	a	Political	Public	Meeting	 £ 1	
For	a	Public	Entertainment	 £ 1	

For	a	Tea	Meeting	 10/-	
For	a	Lecture	   5/- 
Charitable	Purposes	 Free 
Local	Public	Meeting	 Free 

Diagram	on	right	is	a	floor	plan	in	response	to	the	Vearings	
asking	the	late	Robert	Linsdell	to	draw	what	he	could	
remember	of	the	original	hall.	Copied	from	an	original	drawing	
by	G	Vearing	Feb	2004.	

Marking 150 years of Myrniong Mechanics’ Institute  
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The “New” Myrniong Mechanics’ Institute Hall 
On the 22 of January 1931, just over a month after the 
cataclysmic fire, Myrniong residents gathered to plan the 
rebuilding of their hall. The funds were sufficient  to commence 
work at once, and it was agreed that no time should be lost. 
Messrs, R Lidgett, W Lawrence and Denham Myers organised 
the tenders for plans and building, and work was well underway 
by May. “The structure is beginning to arrest the admiration 
of the casual observer,” noted the Express (30.5.1931). 

Completed by contractor Howarth, the new building was 
opened on the 4th of August 1931 with an afternoon fair and an 
evening dance. Local builder, Denham Myers, also had input 
into the design and some of the construction of the building and 
its furnishings. His son Jack was 
paid 6d a mortise for the 
construction of the seating. 
In 1937 the hall committee 
approved the enlarging of the 
supper room and the main hall 
space. Mr George Allen, who had 
alerted residents to the fire in the 
old building some years before, was 
appointed caretaker.  
Other important refurbishments occurred throughout the 
coming years and the Myrniong Mechanics’ Institute has gone 
on to serve the community up to the present day.  
PAT and GABRIELLE SHANAHAN have a long association 
with the Myrniong Mechanics’ Hall. Information and images 
from this page  are thanks to Pat sharing  some memories from 
his scrapbook, highlighting its more recent history. In 1981, a 
Golden Jubilee Ball was held to mark the new hall’s first sixty  
years.

.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Bacchus Marsh and District Historical Society Inc is proud to have the support of the following organisations: 

 

The Myrniong Mechanics Hall opened 4th of August 1931 
Courtesy G Vearing  from R Linsdell.   

Denham Myers about 1940 
G Vearing 2009, from  
M Shaddock (Myers) 

	

Marking 150 years of Myrniong Mechanics’ Institute (continued) 

	

Above: The host and hostess of the  Myrniong Old Time Ball Mrs 
Gabrielle Shanahan and Mr Pat Shanahan (right) talk with the judges 
Mrs Joyce Poole and Mr Tom Poole (left) and the ball’s special guests 
the Bacchus Marsh Shire President Cr Jack Smith and Mrs Gwen Smith. 
Flowers were presented to Mrs Smith and Poole by Mrs Shanahan. 
 	
	

A large number of dancers enjoyed  the Golden Jubilee Ball.  

Left: Christ Church Debutants Myrniong Hall 1964 
Debutant balls have been a popular community event over the decades.  
Front row: Heather White, Jean Palmer, Marian Binks, Jennifer Best 
Back row: Noeleen Allen, Linda Holmes, Glenda Thompson, Maxine Dening, Charlotte 
Palmer 

Steve McGhie MLA 
for his support in 
the printing of this 
newsletter. 


