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GORDON came to Bacchus Marsh to take up employment as service manager at Tyler 
Motors owned by brother in-law, Tom Tyler. 
The district at the time was mainly dairying — Lifeguard Milk Factory was still 
operating behind the workshop where Gordon was working in Gell Street, the area 
now occupied by The Village car park. Broadlands was a large dairy farm at the time 
but has now broken up into holdings for individual fruit and vegetable growing. 
Vallence’s farm along Lerderderg Park Road was another large dairying property. It 
has now been broken into residential lots.   
Gordon	and	Wendy’s	daughter	used	to	attend	ballet	classes	in	the	Buff’s	Hall	in	Young	St	-	
now	another	car	park.		

In	 1968	 Wendy	 became	 involved	 with	 the	 establishment	 of	 an	 Historical	 Society	 in	
Bacchus	Marsh	while	Gordon	baby	sat.	In	the	same	year,	Gordon	became	involved	in	the	
establishment	of	Little	Athletics	in	Bacchus	Marsh.	He	was	a	club	president	and	chairman	
of	the	Association’s	Championship	Committee	for	the	first	three	years	of	its	development.	
In	1972,	after	studying	for	two	years	in	Melbourne,	Gordon	became	a	trade	teacher.			

“Following	 on	 from	 this	 our	 children	 continued	with	Little	Aths.,	Guides	and	 Scouts	while	
attending	the	local	schools.	Over	the	years	as	the	children	grew	up,	we	were	able	to	spend	
more	time	together	at	Historical	Society	outings	of	a	weekend	and	later	at	meetings.” 
 
With characteristic modesty, Gordon has omitted to mention that he has been a 
tireless photographer of many BMDHS events and activities. The photographs have 
contributed to a wonderful visual record of the Society and provided members with 
enhanced memories of significant occasions.  
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The Archives 

Join our friendly crew at the 
Archives 

Address: 215 Main St, Bacchus Marsh 

(ask the library staff if unsure which way 
to turn!)  

2019 Archives Opening Hours 

Monday, Wednesday & Friday 1-4pm  

Also Sunday 1-4pm on the following 
dates: 

February 17, March 10, April 28, 

May 19, June 16, July 14, 

September 15, October 27, November 17 

Archives Phone Number:  
03 53 67 9336  

Enquiries:  enquiries@bmdhs.org.au. 

Website:  http://bmdhs.org.au/  

Facebook: Bacchus Marsh & District 

Historical Society Inc. 

Mail: PO box 223, Bacchus Marsh 3340 

2019 Members Meetings 

 James Young Room, Lerderderg Library,  

215 Main St, Bacchus Marsh  

March 28th, May 30th,  

July 25th, September 26th 

	

Autumn No 1/19         ISSN ONLINE: 2652-1210      ISSN PRINT: 2652-1202)             Editors Katrina Lyle & Katrina Bradfield 

Congratulations 
Gordon 

Long time BMDHS member Gordon	 Vearing	
celebrated	 his	 85th	 birthday	 recently.	 	 He	
spoke	 to	 KATRINA	 BRADFIELD	 and	 shared	
his	thoughts	about	community	involvement	
and	 some	 of	 the	 changes	 that	 he	 has	 seen	
around	the	district	over	the	past	50	years.	
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President’s Report 
 

 
Greetings to all members and families of the Society, I do 
trust you are all well and have survived the warm 
summer. I also hope that we have finally received some 
badly needed rainfall by the time you are reading our first 
newsletter for 2019. 

The year has truly started for the Society and the new 
opening hours for the Archive appear to have hit the right 
balance between being available to the community and 
allowing ample time for our important ongoing projects. 

It was great to see the big turnout to our Special General 
Meeting in late February – we covered a number of 
important issues that required critical input and guidance 
from you all.  Firstly, congratulations to Joyce Porter who 
was appointed to replace Heather Robson as the new 
Trustee on the Mona Denny (Bacchus) Memorial Trust 
until the 2020 AGM. This was followed by a 
comprehensive discussion regarding the revised 
Collection Policy, which after some minor amendments, 
was endorsed by the members. This was a positive step 
forward and the new policy has been restructured and 
expanded to include sections on the registration and 
cataloguing of items of the Society’s Collection. It also 
provided a basic framework for some of the requirements 
we will need regarding our computers and programs.  
Finally, the members had an open and honest discussion 
regarding the need to update our Information Technology 
(IT) network. This included details of our current position 
and possible options in the future. It was agreed to 
establish an IT Working Group made up of two 
committee members and two ordinary members to 
explore what options are available. Big thanks to both 
John Spain and Margaret Scarff who agreed to be 
members of this important Working Group. Their past 
work backgrounds will be invaluable to the Society and 
this task. It is important to note that the question was put 
to the members if this was a course of action in which 
they were happy for us to pursue and there was no dissent 
– only support. We will need all your input and assistance 
to make this work.   

Unfortunately, we weren’t able to coax anyone to be the 
Society’s Treasurer. Thankfully, Chris Bronchinetti has 
kindly agreed to continue in the acting position. 

The Society has been very fortunate with two noteworthy 
donations to our Collection since the last Newsletter.  
• A Bravery medal from the Royal Humane Society of 

Australasia – awarded to Thomas KENNEDY of 
Bacchus Marsh in 1891. Donated by Mr. Len Sherriff 
of Bendigo, VIC. 

• Three boxes of very early documents from the 
Hamilton family who lived at Glen Pedder 
homestead, situated north of the Pykes Reservoir. 
Donated by Mr. 
Darrell J. Waight of Concord West, NSW. 

 

Plan of Subdivision of Glen Pedder Estate 10/08/1884 
 
All donations are important and significant, but I wanted 
to single these two specifically because in both cases the 
donors were unknown to the Society. They both 
proactively contacted us because they considered that the 
items that they were donating belonged to the Bacchus 
Marsh and district. More importantly, they both believed 
that the Society was the appropriate organisation to be 
the ongoing custodian of these important community 
artifacts. In fact, when Barb McMillan and I drove to 
Bendigo to receive the medal and personally thank Mr. 
Len Sherriff – he stated that “the medal belonged to 
Bacchus Marsh”. Hopefully, one day we will have a 
museum where such items can be displayed permanently 
for all to see.   

Please remember our Newsletter Clarke’s Marsh is our 
voice and it’s important to contribute. I’m sure the two 
Katrina’s are happy to receive contributions – big or 
small. 

Finally, we’re always looking for members to help out on 
projects and/or assist when the Archive is open to the 
public. This is an open invitation to you all to get 
involved. We’re looking for duty volunteers all the time, 
especially for some of our Sunday openings, so let us 
know if you can help for any of the following dates and 
times: 

• 28 April (10:30AM-4PM)   
• 19 May, 16 June, 14 July, 11 August, 15 

September, 27 October & 17 November (1-4PM) 

Add your name to the roster in the Archive or phone 03 
5367 9336 and ask for your name to be added or email 
enquiries@bmdhs.org.au  

I look forward to catching up with you all at the next 
members meeting. 
 
Bruce Carboon, President 
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by	Katrina	Lyle 

Obituaries are a valuable source of information for genealogists and family historians and can also 
contribute to a greater understanding of the times in which the deceased person lived. BMDHS researcher 
FRANCES HANNAH identified this obituary of Mrs Edward Sloss (1837-1922) as being of both historical 
and biographical interest.  It appeared in the Bacchus Marsh Express on the 4th of November 1922 under 
the title DEATH OF A PIONEER. Printed in full, it reads as follows: 

‘Another old Marsh identity has just passed away, in the 
person of Mrs Edward Sloss, who came out to Australia 
with a brother and his wife, in the sailing vessel 
“Australia”, which left Liverpool in August 1853, arriving 
at the end of the same year, thus making her a colonist of 
69 years.  Landing at Queenscliff, the passengers were 
brought up to Melbourne in a smaller boat. This trip of 
the Australia proved to be its last, as the ship was wrecked 
shortly afterwards.  

 Mrs Sloss’s brother took residence in Collins Street, and 
she went into service with a saddler’s wife at Coburg; she 
often spoke of walking (of which she thought nothing) 
into town along a bridle track, to see her brother, and, on 
the way, seeing the convicts at work road-making – two 
chained together with a man over them armed with a gun.  
She said at that time a block of land in Collins Street 
could be purchased for a few pounds, yet a pound of 
cherries would cost 2/6 and eggs 1/- each. 

After spending a few months in Melbourne, Mrs Sloss 
took coach (with Sam Crisp as coachman) for Ballarat.  
When they got to the top of the hill near Anthony’s 
Cutting (but further north) they saw ahead of them a 
valley in flood, through which at the coachman’s 
command, all passengers had to wade, the mails being 
sent on by packhorse.  While waiting at Bacchus Marsh, at 
the Border Inn, Mrs Watt, (the proprietress) offered her 
sewing to keep her employed; and by the time the roads 
were fit to travel on, she had decided she would stay in 
Bacchus Marsh.  After this she worked for Mrs Collie, Mrs 
Edwards, Mackay of Blow’s Flat and Mrs Lyle, of 
Underbank. Having sold their business to Mr Taubman, 
Mr and Mrs Collie were going to France, and begged Mrs 
Sloss to go with them, but, having had enough of sea 
voyages, she declined to go.  Whilst in service at Lyle’s, 
she remembered Mr Tom Lowe buying trussed hay from 
Mr Lyle at £100 per ton.  He sold it to the carters carrying 
on the roads between Ballarat and Melbourne. About this 
time potatoes were 1/- per lb.  

In 1860, she was married to Mr Edward Sloss by the Rev 
James Scott (later Dr Scott, of Hobart). Mr Scott was, at 
that time, a single man and it being the first marriage that 
he had to perform, he was rather nervous about it, so 
went to Mr Willie Watson) who had just previously been 
married) and asked him what was necessary to be done.  
This is what Dr Scott told when he revisited Bacchus 
Marsh about 20 years ago.  

After her marriage, Mrs Sloss and her husband went to 
reside at “Limekilns”, now Coimadai, being neighbours of 

the late Mr and Mrs Slack.  They then rented a property at 
Mt Blackwood from Mr Lawson, who at that time 
conducted the college at Landsberg Mains.  To this college 
boys came from the different colonies, even from New 
Zealand, as Mr Lawson was recognized as one of the best 
teachers of the day, having come from Scotch College, 
where he was first Principal.  He was much helped by Mrs 
Lawson who was an accomplished linguist and able to 
speak nine languages. 

Being anxious to own property, Mr and Mrs Sloss 
removed to Ironbark, where many hardships were 
experienced through drought, disease in cattle and low 
prices for their produce.  The family increasing and 
needing education, Mr and Mrs Sloss decided to get near 
a school, so secured the old courthouse in Maddingley at 
present used as the park curator’s residence.  There they 
stayed until they had a residence erected on the 
Maddingley flat, opposite the north-west corner of the 
showgrounds; from here the children finished their 
education and at this spot Mrs Sloss resided until she 
shifted to Melbourne some 15 years ago.  Mrs Sloss always 
spoke of Bacchus Marsh as her home, was always 
interested in anything that befell the district, and nothing 
gave her greater pleasure than seeing an old friend from 
the Marsh and hearing Bacchus Marsh news.  

She was fond of relating her earlier experiences, and, as 
she had a wonderful memory and retained her faculties 
right up until the last there were not many in Bacchus 
Marsh, of the older inhabitants in whom she was more or 
less interested.  Some of her shipmates were Miss Murphy 
and her late brother Pat, Mr Lachlan Grant and Mr DK 
Fraser, of Ballan. 

For about the last 12 months Mrs Sloss felt she could not 
get about as formerly, but during the last month she kept 
to her bed daily getting weaker though not suffering 
severe pain.  At 11.00 o’clock on Saturday morning, 28th 
October, she took a bad turn, and passed away peacefully 
about midday being conscious to the end.  Had she lived 
another fortnight she would have been 85 years of age.  
She reared a family of ten, two of whom predeceased her 
and now leaves three daughters and five sons, one of 
whom is Dr Sloss of Ballarat.  Mr George Sloss is another 
and he carried on farming pursuits at Bacchus Marsh 
until recently.  The funeral took place at the Maddingley 
Cemetery on Monday, Rev. RW McLean MA, officiating at 
the graveside. 

Continued over page 

*******************************

 

     In search of Catherine Sloss																	
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In	search	of	Catherine	Sloss	(continued)	

Taking the Information Further 
Mrs Sloss’s obituary forms a very readable narrative that 
manages to be both tenderly respectful and genuinely 
informative. All readers can delight in the delicate brush 
strokes this obituary adds to the picture of colonial life. 
Importantly for historians, it contains much information 
that both genealogists and students of Australian history 
can use for verification against other sources. This in turn 
allows us to extend our knowledge of Catherine, her 
family and the colonial community to which they 
belonged.  

Verifying biographical details from primary 
sources 
Polite etiquette of the day meant that the obituary only 
refers to “Mrs Sloss”, or more usefully, “Mrs Edward 
Sloss”. From the ‘Personal Notices’ published in the 
Express, we learn Mrs Sloss’s first name – Catherine - 
and the names of her ten children, deceased and still 
living. The residential locales of the children and the 
address of Mrs Sloss at the time of death are also 
provided. Importantly for verification, we also have a 
specific time for her arrival in Australia (November 1853), 
the name of the ship she arrived on (the Australia) and 
where she first lived after arrival (Coburg). We know that 
she married Edward Sloss and that the marriage took 
place in Bacchus Marsh in 1860.  Local ministers of the 
Presbyterian Church conducted both her marriage and 
her funeral. All these details can be easily verified from 
documents of the day. (See list of primary sources.)  

Challenges 
Where and when Catherine was born has not been so easy 
to establish, and even her maiden name has proved to be 
ambiguous.  Both the obituary and death notice refer to 
her age as being 84, almost 85. Catherine’s death 
certificate (12074/1922) identifies her parents as John 
Magan and ? Cairns. Emigrating from the Port of 
Liverpool, she is likely to have been born in Ireland or 
Scotland. Being Presbyterian, we might be more inclined 
towards a Scottish heritage, but her maiden name, 
“Magan” leads us to Ireland. From the description of her 
age at death, it is reasonable to locate her birth as 
occurring in late 1837, but ships records indicate it was 
1833. A search of Ireland, Selections of Catholic Parish 
Baptisms, 1742-1881 hosted by Ancestry, was 
inconclusive.   

Luckily Catherine remembered precisely the name of the 
ship and the date that she arrived in Melbourne.  On the 
18th of November 1853, the Australia did indeed arrive in 
Melbourne, having left Liverpool on the 23rd of August, a 
journey of just under three months. On board were over 
400 Scottish and Irish assisted immigrants including 77 
Catharine McGunn was listed as a twenty-year-old 

domestic servant, and Roman Catholic. Could this be our 
subject? Both her religion and age were not consistent 
with the obituary written 69 years later. Of crucial interest 
to us is that the ship’s register lists Catherine McGunn as 
able to read but not write. (Ships’ records are quite 
particular about noting the degree of literacy of assisted 
immigrants, just as they had been for transported 
convicts of an earlier era) 
Significantly for us, someone else would have written 
Catherine’s name in the register – her family name was 
therefore floating ambiguously in the ether of oral 
tradition. In spoken language Magan, McCann and 
McGunn are phonetically alike. To listeners less familiar 
with an Irish accent, the names must have been 
indistinguishable from each other.  

Further evidence 
But further evidence was required before this Catherine’s 
identity could be linked confidently to Mrs Sloss. Here the 
obituary provides us with two more clues: 
• Firstly, The Australia’s register lists Catherine 

McGunn as engaged for service by Mrs Wolden, in the 
suburb of Pentridge - the original name of Coburg. 
(The citizens of the suburb Pentridge later successfully 
petitioned for the name of their suburb to be changed 
to Coburg. See following article). Catherine Sloss 
recalled  “going into service with a saddler’s wife at 
Coburg”.   

• Secondly, Mrs Sloss’ obituary refers to her being on 
the same voyage to Melbourne as her brother and his 
wife. The Australia’s list of passengers includes 
Andrew McGunn, a herder, and his wife Bridget, both 
also of Clare.    On arrival, Andrew McGunn was 
employed in Melbourne - as the city grid was then 
known. Catherine’s obituary describes her as walking 
into visit her brother in Collins Street in the early 
months after her arrival. 

 Family contact 
Armed with this primary source information, it was time 
to contact descendants of the Sloss family. A Sloss family 
historian, Maureen Lambourne, notes BDM records spell 
Catherine’s maiden name variously as Magan, McGann 
McGan. (All these family names are represented in the 
Grffith’s Valuation for County Clare.) 

Maureen also forwarded a page of information about 
Edward and Catherine Sloss that had been written by 
descendants in the 1980’s. Although this document does 
not reference sources, it weaves a brief and compelling 
picture of Catherine, only possible through  family oral 
history. Here, the redheaded Catherine is described thus:

married couple, 37 single men and 131 single women. A 
search of the assisted immigrants lists revealed no 
Catherine Magan; however, on board was one Catherine 
McGunn, from Clare, Ireland. 
 

 “Catherine Magan (McGann) ‘an attractive Irish Catholic 
girl from County Clare’ …Apparently she won the eyes and 
hearts of a number of young men in the district but 
Edward (a strict Presbyterian) won.” 
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Interestingly, this document also describes Scottish born 
Edward as a subcontractor for the construction of the 
Djerriwarrh Bridge in 1858/59. According to this 
narrative, “the contractor shot through leaving Edward 
unpaid.” Not an auspicious start for a hopeful young 
suitor; nevertheless, the couple married the following 
year.   

As her obituary notes, Catherine and Edward struggled 
to establish themselves in their early years, but by the 
time Edward died in 1903, they had acquired a 
substantial amount of property, including extensive 
acreage at Yalloak Vale, Ironbark (near Blackwood) and 
various commercial and residential properties around 
the Bacchus Marsh town-ship. These are itemised in 
Edward’s Will. Edward’s energy and commitment to 
progressing his family and his community is manifest in 
the many entries connected with him in the Bacchus 
Marsh Express through the 1860’s-1890’s. Staunch in his 
views, Edward was not a man to be put upon.  But 
perhaps the key to his success lies in another comment in 
the Sloss family narrative:  

“Catherine couldn’t read or write, but could count money 
and could always tell Edward when they had enough 
money to buy another property.” 

In many ways Catherine and Edward exemplify the 
archetypal Australian immigrant success story, echoed 
by waves of new arrivals right up until the present day. 
The Grant family of Inverness, who were later to play 
such a significant part in the life of the Bacchus Marsh 
district, were fellow immigrants aboard the Australia.  

Catherine’s obituary notes that Edward and Catherine 
valued education highly – so highly that they were 
prepared to relocate to create educational opportunities 
for their children, opportunities that the young Catherine 
had been denied. How proud she must have been of the 
notable achievements of her children, among them her 
son Dr William Sloss. Also among her descendants is 
great grandson, philanthropist and Supreme Court Judge 
(retired) Justice Howard Nathan.  

I prefer to think of Catherine not so much as the 
matriarch of a family she could justly take great pride in, 
but as a slightly feisty, capable young Irish girl, who 
made the long journey to Australia with not much more 
than hope and her belief in hard work to sustain her. 

Both Catherine and Edward are buried in the 
Maddingley Cemetery (graves 21H/71A and KI/158).

	

	
Sources	
Ireland,	Selections	of	Catholic	Parish	Baptisms,	1742-1881		
Inward	Overseas	Passenger	Lists	(British	Ports).	Microfiche	VPRS	7666,	copy	of	VRPS	
947.	Public	Record	Office	Victoria		
Wills	and	Probate	Records.	VPRS	28	(Probates)	and	VPRS	7591	(Wills).	Public	Record	
Office	Victoria	
The	Victorian	Registry	of	Births,	Deaths,	and	Marriages:	Marriage	Certificate	Edward	
Sloss	and	Catherine	Magan	3844B	
Death	Certificate	E	Sloss	8187/	1903	
Death	Certificate	Catherine	Sloss	12074	/	1922	
Birth	certificate	Mary	Sloss	19865	/	1865	
The	Bacchus	Marsh	Express	(many	and	varied	entries	from	1867	onwards)		
Communication	with	Maureen	Lambourne		
Excerpts	from	Sloss	family	history	compiled	by	Sloss	descendants

	

***

 

 

 

 

The	Maddingley	Bakery,	South/	East	corner	of	Labilliere	&	
Franklin	Sts,	run	by	Catherine	and	Edward’s	son	and	daughter	in	
law,	James	Sloss	and	Juliana	(Manly).	 

Courtesy	Bacchus	Marsh	&	District	Historical	Society 

	

Drinking	fountain,	Maddingley	Park,	donated	by	the	Sloss	family	in	
1889.	 Fountain	 now	 vandalised	 to	 a	 state	 of	 ruin.	 The	 old	
courthouse	 leased	 by	 the	 Edward	 and	 Catherine	 is	 in	 the	
background.		Photo	circa	1900.			

Courtesy	Bacchus	Marsh	&	District	Historical	Society 

The	Marco	Polo,	which	brought	immigrants	from	Liverpool	to	
Melbourne	in	1852.	Catherine’s	ship	the	Australia,	would	have	
been	a	similar	vessel.		
See	Joy	Read’s	reflection	on	a	migrant	voyage	experience	in	1970		
(Page	9).	
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by Katrina Lyle 

While lacking a broader perspective, obituaries and other personal narratives often provide readers with 
valuable insights concerning events and activities of particular eras. Catherine Sloss’s obituary is one such 
document, touching lightly on many aspects of colonial life. Particularly intriguing is her recollection that 
while walking from Coburg to Melbourne along a bridle track, she saw, “convicts at work road-making - two 
chained together with a man over them armed with a gun.” It is a striking image – who were these men? 
What were their crimes? Why was justice administered in this particular way?  The answer to these 
questions cuts to the heart of the emerging identity of the newly formed “Golden Colony” of Victoria. 

It is important to place this image in time. Catherine 
arrived in Melbourne in November 1853, and was 
employed for some months as a domestic servant in 
Coburg before journeying to Bacchus Marsh. While the 
precise date of her arrival in Bacchus Marsh is not known, 
we can reasonably surmise, judging from her substantial 
list of local employers prior to marrying Edward Sloss in 
1860, that she had spent the greater part of the 1850’s in 
the Bacchus Marsh district. It is reasonable then, to locate 
her memory of the chained convict road makers in an 
early to mid 1850’s time frame, probably between 1853 
and 1855. 

Setting the scene: Free settlers and transported 
felons in the Port Phillip District 
In Australia, the notion of the “convict stain” held great 
potency until relatively recent times. By the 1840’s the 
citizens of Port Phillip were expressing pride that their 
settlement was not predicated on the establishment of yet 
another penal settlement. In fact, the convict picture was 
far murkier than many wished to believe. Pastoralists, the 
“Overlanders”’ had brought ticket-of-leave men with them 
as they drove sheep down from NSW. Then there were the 
Vandemonians, exiles who had served or partially served 
out their sentences in Van Diemen’s Land and were lured 
to Victoria by the idea of freedom. Victorian pastoralists 
were desperate for labour and petitioned Britain for 
convicts to be assigned to them. In the mid 1840’s they 
were rewarded by the arrival of convict exiles, largely 
young men who had served part of their sentence at 
Pentonville prison and were assigned to them directly 
from convict transports.   Between 1844 and 1849, 1,739 
“Pentonvillains” were sent to the Port Phillip District. 
Young, mostly literate and having learnt a trade while 
incarcerated in Britain, their reputation was largely 
undeserved: almost all settled into law-abiding life once 
given the opportunity. Many of us can number a 
Pentonvillain among our forebears.  

But the swell of free immigrants to Port Phillip was a 
rising tide and free settlers did not wish to share their new 
home with felons. By 1849, growing opposition to 
importing convict labour saw ships carrying convicts 
banned from docking in Melbourne. The brief era of 
transportation to the Port Phillip District was at an end. 
By 1851, the 77,000 settlers of the newly minted Colony of 
Victoria looked forward to a future unblemished by the 
“contamination of convictism”.  True, there were the 
homegrown criminals but the existing justice system of 
police, courts and prisons seemed adequate for 

maintenance of law, order and safety. All that was soon to 
change.  

 Into the cauldron of gold and growth  
The Victorian gold rushes had begun in earnest by late 
1851 and were to bring a deluge of new immigrants; the 
hopeful decent poor, the enterprising and industrious and, 
as Tony Wright colorfully states, “carpetbaggers, 
gunslingers, petty criminals driven by hunger and poverty, 
flash coves and painted ladies, swindlers and chancers of 
all types rolled in.” While there were no doubt such 
characters among the treasure seekers, most immigrants 
were ordinary folk from all walks of life who had come in 
search of a better life, many with dreams now burnished 
with the lustre of gold. The promise of riches caused 
sailors to jump ship and lured ex-convicts from Tasmania 
and NSW. Many of those convicted of the more violent 
assaults and brazen crimes were later found to be 
“Vandemonians” drawn to the goldfields in search of easy 
money.  

The challenge for the infant colony was to adequately cope 
with this huge influx of new settlers. In 1852, the peak year 
of the gold rush, 90,000 people arrived in Melbourne. In 
the three years from 1851-1854, the population of Victoria 
tripled. Men outnumbered women 2:1 - and these were 
predominantly young men. Most of this “golden 
generation” stayed after the gold rushes and became the 
stalwart citizens of a flourishing Victoria, but in the early 
1850s they were a population in flux, transient, beyond the 
checks and balances of a more settled society.  For some, it 
was a recipe for temptation: petty crime rose, but more 
worryingly for law-abiding citizenry, so did violent crime. 
Incidents of armed robbery escalated; some found it easier 
to rob for gold rather than dig it up. The police force was 
poorly paid, and many among their number abandoned 
their jobs and set off for the diggings.  

Situated half way to the diggings, the Bacchus Marsh area 
also suffered from the predations of bushrangers in the 
early to mid 1850’s.  The exploits of “Captain Melville” on 
the Geelong Ballarat road and those of James Condon, 
John Dixon and Alfred Jackson near Ballan are well 
known.  The latter three were hanged at Melbourne Gaol 
in 1855. There is no space here to do justice to their 
stories. The high profile Captain Melville, aka Francis 
McCallum, was an  “old hand” from Van Diemen’s Land. 
Many feared the “convict stain” would leave a permanent 
imprint on Victoria. In October 1852 Melbourne was 
gripped by a particularly audacious armed robbery: 

Crime and Punishment in Victoria’s Golden Age 
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“On Saturday night information was given at the Police 
Station, that four mounted and armed bushrangers were 
committing the most daring depredations on the St. Kilda 
and Brighton road. About five o’clock in the evening, Mr 
and Mrs Bawtree	were stopped, bailed up, and robbed, and 
upwards of fifteen other persons were also stopped that 
evening by the same gang.” (Oct 18 1852, The Argus) 

English artist William Strutt (1825-1915), then living in 
Melbourne, described the incident as one of the “most 
daring robberies ever attempted in Victoria”. He described 
other acts of villainy committed in the colony, saying, “it is 
clear there were elements of disorder which needed 
putting down with a strong hand”.  

 
The Strong Hand:  
Embroiled in a law and order crisis, the government acted 
to secure safety and control. The Victoria Police was 
established in January 1852, upgraded from the old 
Colonial force of approximately 800 men. Escort troops, 
both private and government, now accompanied coaches 
bearing gold from the diggings. The Supreme Court was 
established in 1852 and its first judges, William A’Beckett 
and Redmond Barry, were appointed, as were a slew of 
new Magistrates. Thomas Henry Pike of Upper Werribee 
had joined their number in December of 1850. 
Convictions escalated and the gaols filled. 

On the 23rd of November 1853, the day the young 
Catherine Magan/Sloss stepped ashore, John Smith was 
hanged at the Old Melbourne Gaol. In fact, in less than six 
months, between the 1st of July and the 31st of December 
1853, ten men were hanged at this gaol. Their capital 
crimes were robbery with violence (3), robbery under 
arms with violence (3), murder (2), rape (2).  It had taken 
ten years to reach such a tally in the 1840’s.  

During the same six months, 435 people were committed 
for trial in the Supreme and Circuit Courts of Victoria. Of 
these, 356 were tried and 241 were convicted. The list of 
crimes is long and various and the table on the following 
page identifies the only most common crimes and the 
most usual sentence given. Among those from Bacchus 
Marsh brought before the courts were a man known as 
Appovoo, later acquitted of “stealing from a dwelling 
house” and Charles Mitcham acquitted of larceny. Poor 
Charles Dixon was convicted of larceny, having stolen a 
cheque worth £13.10/- from Samuel Crisp, (later to be 
Catherine Sloss’s coach driver to the Marsh). Charles’ 

defence - that he had found the cheque and could neither 
read nor write - was not accepted by the jury. He was 
“sentenced to work upon the roads of the colony for 12 
months”. In the six months from July to December 1853, 
the fate almost all convicted men - apart from those 
convicted of capital crimes - would be penal servitude 
with hard labour “on the roads”. 1  

Penal servitude 
The existing penal system, the Geelong and Melbourne 
gaols and a small suburban stockade, were inadequate to 
house the burgeoning number of convicted criminals. To 
this end, a series of stockades were created throughout 
the 1850’s: the flimsy Pentridge stockade was enlarged 
and strengthened and soon other stockades at Richmond 
(1852), Collingwood (1853) were added.  Even these were 
not sufficient to cope with the dramatic increase in 
convicted felons.  Between 1852 and 1854 five aged sea 
vessels were converted into floating prisons. Moored off 
Williamstown in Hobson’s Bay, they held the worst 
offenders. Conditions were brutal, especially aboard the 
President, in which serious, repeat offenders were 
housed. 
 
 
Continued over page

																																																								
1	SUPREME	COURT.	(1853,	October	21).	The	Banner	(Melbourne,	Vic.	:	1853	-	1854),	
p.	10.	Retrieved	April	1,	2019,	from	http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article179481651	

Bushrangers,	Victoria,	Australia,	1852.	Painted	1887	by	William	Strutt	

Gift	of	the	Russell	and	Mab	Grimwade	Bequest	1973	
The	Ian	Potter	Museum	of	Art,	The	University	of	Melbourne	
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Most common committals, convictions and sentences  1st July to the 31st of December 
1853 – Supreme Court and Circuit Courts Victoria 

Crime	 Tried	 Convicted	 Most	usual	sentence	
Larceny	 97	 64	 2-3	years	on	the	roads	
Robbery	with	violence,	being	armed	or	in	
company	

54	 41	 Robbery	 in	 company:	 10-12	 years	 on	 the	
roads.	 (Robbery	 in	 company	with	 violence:	
death.)	

Horse	stealing	 41	 31	 8-9	years	on	the	roads	
House	 breaking	 and	 stealing	 in	 a	 house	
to	the	value	of	£5.00	

35	 20	 5-6	years	on	the	roads	

Stealing	from	the	person	 31	 22	 2-7	years	on	the	roads	
Shooting,	 attempting	 to	 shoot,	 stabbing	
cutting	or	wounding	with	intent	to	cause	
grievous	bodily	harm		

12	 		9	 3-10	years	on	the	roads	

Malicious	wounding	 12	 		8	 2	years	imprisonment	
Assault	 with	 intent	 to	 rob,	 and	 in	
company	being	armed	

		7	 		6	 2-3	years	on	the	roads	

Extracted	from:	Victoria.	Crown	Solicitor's	Office,	&	Gurner,	H.	F.	(1854).	Prisoners:	Committals,	trials	from	1st	July	to	31st	December	1853	and	
1st	January	to	30th	June	1854.	Melbourne:	John	Ferres,	Government	Printer.	

 
The Hulks  
Prisoners in the hulks were kept in irons below decks in 
cramped, dirty conditions. “Difficult” prisoners were 
housed cells five feet below the water line with a single 
meshed window two feet above the water, so these cells 
were often awash. Poorly fed, kept in irons weighing 
between 5 and 16 kilograms, some unfortunates served 
between 12 months and three years in such conditions.2 
The hulks loomed as the ultimate dark destination for 
convicted felons. Authorities wished to send a strong 
message to those who flouted the law.  

 In sending this message, the government was 
undoubtedly aided by the appointment of Samuel Barrow 
in 1852 and, when he drowned in Port Phillip Bay later 
that year, by John Giles Price. Both men had fostered the 
barbaric penal system at Norfolk Island and neither 
believed in the possibility of rehabilitation. Robert 
Hughes describes Price as “…one of the more durable 
ogres of the Australian imagination…he ruled by terror, 
informers and the lash”. His appointment in Victoria, 
“brought the worst of Norfolk island to the mainland: the 
tube gagging and spread-eagling, the bludgeon handle 
jammed in the mouth… the rotten victuals, the loading 
with irons, the beatings, ringbolts and buckets of 
seawater.”3 

The Stockades 
Those not imprisoned in the hulks might find themselves 
incarcerated in one of the new stockades at Pentridge, 
Collingwood or Richmond. Those in the Pentridge 
Stockade were set to work constructing the newly 
proclaimed Sydney Road, and in all likelihood, these were 
some of the prisoners that Catherine Sloss saw when she 
made her way on foot from Coburg to visit her brother in 
Melbourne. All the stockades were near quarries, with the 
idea that the incarcerated could pay their way by building 
much needed transport infrastructure. Although their 
circumstances were somewhat better than those in the 
																																																								
2	Lynn,	P	&	Armstrong,	G,	1996,	From	Pentonville	to	Pentridge:	a	history	of	prisons	in	
Victoria,	State	Library	of	Victoria,	Melbourne	
3	Hughes,	Robert	(2003).	The	Fatal	Shore:	a	history	of	the	transportation	of	convicts	to	
Australia	1787-1868	(new	ed).	Vintage,	London	

hulks, they were by no means easy. Prisoners worked, 
slept and were fed in chains. Those who broke the rules 
were often flogged, given heavier leg irons, placed in 
solitary confinement and/or were sent to the hulks. 
Price’s methods applied here too. 

Outcomes 
For those longing to establish a civilized society, Victoria 
seemed destined to be defined by crime and attempts to 
control it. On the 26th of October 1853, one day after the 
fifth hanging for the month, the Argus despaired: 

We have met with new colonists who had received 
the impression from what they saw after their 
arrival, that this was actually a penal settlement! No 
wonder: we are reviving barbarous instruments of 
torture, which neither they nor their children would 
ever have seen elsewhere, except in antiquarian 
museums. We are partial to stocks and stockades, 
hulks and road-gangs. We are building more gaols, 
and make almost daily use of the gallows; we have a 
standing army of police, besides reinforcements of 
troops, with old pensioners to boot, - all for the 
suppression of crime.  

The Argus did concede that crime had been modified in 
some of its features, but reflected the growing view that 
“evil increases in magnitude with the remedy, and that 
evil is itself one main source of the evil.”  In keeping with 
this view, superintendent Price’s methods were the 
subject of a government inquiry in 1856. He survived the 
inquiry but did not survive the wrath of the incarcerated 
men he had treated with such brutality.  In March 1857, 
he visited a quarry in Williamstown to hear the grievances 
of prisoners from the hulks. With his usual bravado, he 
walked into the midst of a hundred or so prisoners. A 
circle began to close around him. In a clatter of chains, 
rocks began to fly. His guards fled, and in the ensuing 
melee of rocks, stone hammers and crowbars, Price was 
mortally wounded. He died the following day.  Seven 
convicts later were hanged for their part in this crime 

Between 1857-65, the Pentridge stockade became a 
permanent prison with bluestone walls and towers. In 1865 
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the citizens of the suburb Pentridge successfully petitioned to 
have the suburb renamed Coburg. They, like many of the 

citizens of Victoria, sought to distance themselves from the 
convict stain. 

Victoria.	Crown	Solicitor's	Office,	&	Gurner,	H.	F.	(1854).	Prisoners:	Committals,	trials	from	1st	July	to	31st	December	1853	and	1st	January	to	30th	June	1854.	Melbourne:	John	Ferres,	
Government	Printer.	

Victoria.	Governor	(1855	:	Hotham).	(1855).	Convictions	under	the	Convicts	Prevention	Act:	Return	to	address,	Mr	Snodgrass,	18th	October,	1854.	Melbourne:	John	Ferres,	Government	
Printer	

TUESDAY	MORNING,	AUGUST	10,	1852.	(1852,	August	10).	Geelong	Advertiser	and	Intelligencer	(Vic.	:	1851	-	1856),	p.	2	(DAILY	and	MORNING).	Retrieved	April	1,	2019,	from	
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article91930191	

DOMESTIC	INTELLIGENCE.	(1852,	October	18).	The	Argus	(Melbourne,	Vic.	:	1848	-	1957),	p.	5.	Retrieved	April	1,	2019,	from	http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article4787692	

DOMESTIC	INTELLIGENCE.	(1852,	October	22).	The	Argus	(Melbourne,	Vic.	:	1848	-	1957),	p.	4.	Retrieved	April	1,	2019,	from	http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article4787787	

DOMESTIC	INTELLIGENCE.	(1852,	November	6).	The	Argus	(Melbourne,	Vic.	:	1848	-	1957),	p.	5.	Retrieved	April	1,	2019,	from	http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article4787984	

THE	ST.	KILDA	BUSHRANGERS.	(1853,	April	20).	The	Argus	(Melbourne,	Vic.	:	1848	-	1957),	p.	4.	Retrieved	April	1,	2019,	from	http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article4791827	

SUPREME	COURT.	(1853,	October	21).	The	Banner	(Melbourne,	Vic.	:	1853	-	1854),	p.	10.	Retrieved	April	1,	2019,	from	http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article179481651	

THE	PHYSIOLOGY	OF	CRIME.	(1853,	October	27).	The	Argus	(Melbourne,	Vic.	:	1848	-	1957),	p.	4.	Retrieved	November	29,	2018,	from	http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article4798685	

THE	GALLOWS.	(1853,	October	26).	The	Argus	(Melbourne,	Vic.	:	1848	-	1957),	p.	4.	Retrieved	November	29,	2018,	from	http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article4798640	

CASTLEMAINE	MINING	BOARD.	(1859,	January	14).	Mount	Alexander	Mail	(Vic.	:	1854	-	1917),	p.	5.	Retrieved	April	1,	2019,	from	http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article199052488	

VICTORIA.	(1853,	January	22).	South	Australian	Register	(Adelaide,	SA	:	1839	-	1900),	p.	3.	Retrieved	April	1,	2019,	from	http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article38455019	

Clarke,	Keith.	Convicts	of	the	Port	Phillip	District,	Collections		SLV	G	994.502	C554C		
Coombe,	David	2015-17.	William	Strutt:	Bushrangers	on	St.	Kilda	Road,	1852,	accessed	25	Mar	2019,	http://coombe.id.au/3ra/William_Strutt_Bushrangers.htm	

Lynn,	P	&	Armstrong,	G,	1928,	-	&	State	Library	of	Victoria	(1996)	1996,	From	Pentonville	to	Pentridge:	a	history	of	prisons	in	Victoria,	State	Library	of	Victoria,	Melbourne.	

Hughes,	Robert	(2003).	The	Fatal	Shore:	a	history	of	the	transportation	of	convicts	to	Australia	1787-1868	(new	ed).	Vintage,	London	
Melbourne's	forgotten	convict	history:	The	horror	of	the	hulks	of	Hobson’s	Bay	,	Tony	Wright,	The	Sydney	Morning	Herald	13	July	2017	

	Moreland	City	Council,	The	History	of	Pentridge	Prison,	https://www.moreland.vic.gov.au/about-moreland/history-of-moreland/history-pentridge.html	
Pentridge	 Blog:	 T h e 	 P e n t r i d g e 	 S t o c k a d e 	 Before	 the	 Bluestone	 Walls,	 f r o m 	 h t t p : / / p e n t r i d g e c o b u r g . c o m . a u / b l o g / t h e - p e n t r i d g e -
s t o c k a d e / 	

	

BMDHS member JOY READ shares with readers her recollections of the homeward voyage to Melbourne after a 
stint of working in London.
“It was 1970 and I had spent the last year working in 
London. Returning to Melbourne on the Achille Lauro 
began as a slow journey of playing cards and meeting a 
large number of passengers from Europe who were 
migrating to Australia.  
I was soon approached by a purser and asked if I would 
like to teach English to the children on the boat. Of 
course I would! So with whiteboard, pens and a nice quiet 
area, we started. We sang songs at first and then enjoyed 
very easy counting games, rhymes and simple stories. We 
made our own books and read them daily. It was great 
fun! 
 While it was a pleasure to do this, it was also extremely 
daunting! I was seasick. So when I had to, I’d race behind 
the whiteboard - for obvious reasons - then clean up and 
go back to the games! 
Parents began to ask questions about Australia, so we 
would draw and sing songs about Australian animals. We 
would name familiar objects like shoes, hat, face, legs and 
so on. 
I really enjoyed these special moments every day for six 
weeks. I hope my introduction to Australia helped these 
families assimilate and begin to enjoy being Australian.” 

Editor - The children were lucky to be introduced to 
English and to Australia by someone like Joy, who made 
learning interesting and fun and saw the great value of this 
work in orientating families to their new home.  
It’s interesting to contrast Joy’s six-week journey aboard 
by passenger liner Achille Lauro in 1970 with Catherine  

 
 
 

 
 
 
Sloss’s three month journey in the sailing ship Australia in 
1853.  Catherine Sloss’s obituary mentions that the 
Australia was wrecked on a following voyage. By 
coincidence, the Achille Lauro also had an eventful history.  
Initially known as the Willem Ruys, the ship began its 
service on the Dutch East India route. In 1964, it was sold 
to an Italian line and named the Achille Lauro. The ship 
played a role in evacuating the families of British 
servicemen caught up in the Arab-Israeli Six Day War of 
1967. The bulk of this ship’s service in the late sixties and 
early seventies was to carry immigrants to Australia. 
Converted to a cruise ship in 1972, the Achille Lauro was 
hijacked by the PLO in 1985, as she was sailing from 
Alexandria to Port Said. A wheelchair bound American, 
Leon Klinghoffer, was murdered. (Two days of negotiations 
resulted in the hijackers agreeing to abandon the liner in 
exchange for safe conduct.) In 1994 the ship, by then 
known as the StarLauro, caught fire off the coast of 
Somalia, and sank on the 30th of December that year.   
 

Perspectives on a migration journey: 1970 

			The	Achille	Lauro					
(Wikipedia)	
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Visit to the Ballaarat Municipal Observatory                                From Chrissy & Geoff Stancliffe and Heather Robson 
 

The CHHA quarterly meeting was held on Saturday, 2nd 
March at the Ballaarat Municipal Observatory and 
Museum in Ballarat.  The Observatory, situated at Mount 
Pleasant in Ballarat, was established on the initiative and 
with the financial support of James Oddie, and was 
formally opened to the public in 1886. When Oddie 
presented the Observatory to the people of Ballarat, it 
became the first municipal observatory in Australia.	

The Ballaarat Astronomical Society was formed in 1958 
and has managed the Observatory programs and telescope 
collection since its inception.  The main activity of the 
Observatory and Museum is a program of education, with 
various activities and events. 

Judith Bailey, manager of the Observatory and Museum, 
gave a very interesting talk and tour of the establishment 
following the meeting. The stained glass windows in the 
buildings are all astronomically themed.  

Representatives from the Ballan, Trentham, Daylesford, 
Carisbrook, Clunes, Ballarat Branch of the Cornish Society, 
Ballarat Heritage, Creswick, Invermay, Newstead, Talbot 
and the Bacchus Marsh groups were present for the 
meeting and lunch. 

The next quarterly meeting of the CHHA will be held at 
Clunes on Saturday, 1st June beginning at 10.00a.m.   As 
always, all members are invited to attend meetings.  

The CHHA newsletter has been sent to our society for 
those interested to read it. Please email me (Chrissy) any 
information you would wish to be included in the next 
edition of this publication. 

The CHHA facebook page is updated regularly and is full of 
information from the various societies and groups.  Again 
email me any information that you with to have submitted 
to our facebook CHHA page. 

 
The observatory is of great historical, scientific and cultural interest.  

Visiting the Observatory 

Opening Hours: Tues, Thur, Sat, Bookings required for all other times. Bookings for evening programs need to be made by 
3pm on the day. Sunday viewing only available for Groups of 15 or more who have booked at least 3 days earlier than visit. 
For those planning a visit, bookings are essential- call or email. The Observatory will not be open if there are no firm 
bookings for the evening. 
Contact: (03) 5332 7526 (BH), 0429 199 312 (BH and AH) bas@cbl.com.au		
Address:	439	Cobden	St	(Car	entry	from	Magpie	St)	Mt	Pleasant,	VIC	3350	
Website:		http://observatory.ballarat.net	

Central Highlands Historical Association Report         March 2019 

Some	 of	 the	 beautiful	 stained	 glass,	 astrologically	
themed	windows	from	the	observatory:	

Below	 left:	 Donated	 by	 the	 Sebastopol	 Cambrian	
Society	and	Welsh	residents,	it	features	the	Welsh	flag	
integrated	with	the	Southern	Cross.	Centre-piece	is	the	
Lamp	of	Knowledge	illuminating	the	Book	of	Wisdom.		
Below:	Dedicated	to	Mrs	E	Lucas	by	“	the	Lucas	girls”,	
this	 window	 features	 the	 names	 of	 past	 giants	 of	
astrology,	physics	and	the	sciences.	
Below	 right:	An	 ethereal	 globe	 is	 suspended	 below	 a	
fresco	 scroll	 with	 the	 words,	 “Wisdom,	 Strength,	
Beauty”.	

	
Photos	courtesy	of	Chrissy	Stancliffe	
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Value of Membership to Central Highlands Historical Association  
The Central Highlands Historical Association has been in 
operation for over 30 years and the Bacchus Marsh and 
District Historical Society was a very early member. The 
value of the Association is more than just meeting like-
minded historians and “doing lunch”. From the early days 
of periodical publications and History Expos, book 
launches/discussions for the like of Ross McMullin, 
author of “Pompey Elliot”, Dorothy Wickam, author of 
many books on the Ballarat Goldfields and Helen D 
Harris OAM, author of “Helen Hart Founder of Women’s 

suffrage in Australasia”, many of the Society’s Life 
Members have travelled the well-worn western paths to 
venues in Newstead, Carisbrook, Avoca and even the 
Ballarat Tramways Museum to name a few. Perhaps the 
greatest value has always been as a source of alternative 
viewpoints and new ideas that can best be shared in a 
convivial, supportive environment.  

The next meeting of the CHHA will be held in Clunes on 
Saturday 1st June. Everyone is welcome.	

	

The editors hope you have enjoyed reading the Autumn 2019 edition of Clarke’s Marsh and that you have found much of 
interest.  
Editions of the newsletter 
The editors are committed to publishing four editions of 
Clarke’s Marsh for each calendar year. These will be 
identified by the season and the year. For example, this 
year they will be identified as Autumn 2019, Winter 2019, 
Spring 2019 and Christmas 2019. The autumn, winter and 
spring editions will be published mid the nominated 
season. The Christmas edition will be published in the 
week prior to Christmas Day. 

Contributions from members 
This edition of the newsletter features a lovely vignette by 
BMDHS member Joy Read who shares with readers the 
memory of her experiences travelling home from London 
aboard the Achille Lauro. The editors welcome further 
original contributions from BMDHS members.  

Cut off date for member contributions 
Because of the need to confer with contributors, arrange 
space within the publication and edit where appropriate, 
please note that the cut-off date for contributors will 
generally be 4-6 weeks prior to publication. This will 
vary according to the size of the article and any further 
editing requirements identified by the contributor or 
editors.   Submissions may be edited to suit the 
presentation and available space. This will always be done 
in consultation with the contributor. If the article cannot 
be accommodated in a particular edition because of space 

constraints or other needs, it will be held over for the 
following newsletter. 

If you would like to submit an article or report, please 
drop a line to:  

Katrina Lyle kjlyle@gmail.com or Katrina Bradfield 
katrinagb@bigpond.com 

Contributions from BMDHS 
committees and appointees 
This edition features an interesting report from CHHA 
members Chrissy, Geoff and Heather. BMDHS members 
who have been appointed to particular roles or represent 
sub committees (e.g., the Chief Historian, Catalogers, 
Heritage Advisory Committee, IT Group) are also 
encouraged to submit short reports updating members 
about their activities. Because the reports will in general 
be reasonably short, the cutoff date for submissions can 
be negotiated with the editors. 

Apology 
The Christmas 2018 edition featured a page one report 
describing the BMDHS’s 50th birthday celebrations and 
incorrectly identified the keynote speaker as Mr Don 
Gardener. His correct name is Associate 
Professor Don Garden, OAM. Don is also President of 
the Royal Historical Society of Victoria and President of 
the Federation of Australian Historical Societies.  

 
*Every effort is made to only publish reliable and reputable websites. Please also note, the Society or editors are not 
responsible for the contents of any internet sites listed in this publication. 

 

Past Life Members of BMDHS:  
Mona Denny RIP: 1975 Geoff Hine RIP: 2008, Audrey Malcolm RIP: 1991, Pulteney Malcom RIP: 2002, Gwyn Moore 
RIP: 2011, Jean Oomes RIP: 2009, William Payne RIP: 1981, Wally Stewart RIP: 1996, Doug Watson RIP: 2001  

Current Life Members:  
Christina Hallett, Frances Hannah, Betty Osborn, Marlene Spurr, Geoff Stancliffe, Wendy Vearing, Susan Woods  

New Members: Welcome to our newest members,  Helen Tatchell and Steve McGhie, (Labor Member for 
Melton). 

A message from your newsletter editors 
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The National Trust (Victoria) is hosting the Australian Heritage Festival 2019. The Festival runs from the 18th of April to the 
19th of May and features hundreds of activities and events throughout Victoria. The aims of the festival are best summed up 
by Kristin Stegley OAM Chairman of the National Trust Victoria: 

 “Our presentation of the Australian Heritage Festival aligns with the National Trust’s mission to inspire 
the community to appreciate, conserve and celebrate its diverse natural, cultural social and indigenous 
heritage.” 

The festival encompasses knowledge areas as:  
• Aboriginal cultural heritage 
• Gardens, landscapes and the environment 
• Industrial and maritime heritage 
• Gaols, hospitals and asylums 
• Local and residential heritage 

• Living museums, galleries, archives and 
Collections 

• War heritage  
• Women’s history 

And involves a activities such as workshops, seminars and lectures and walking tours  

*To see events online, or to download the brochure, type: national trust heritage festival 2019 into your 
search engine, then select “Victoria”. From this page, you can click on “events near you” or you can 
download the complete brochure. (I tried copying and pasting the website address: 
https://www.nationaltrust.org.au/ahf/vic/ but it did not seem to respond when I tried to activate it this way.) 

The menu will also allow you to select events near to Bacchus Marsh and surrounding districts. Many of the events are free. 
Our BMDHS Archives also has a number of booklets with the full list of dates and times of activities, their locations and 
other relevant information such as parking, pricing, wheelchair access etc. Please drop in to peruse details of all events. 
 
Two local events clipped from the brochure to tell your friends about: 

 
Two further events around the district that will be of great interest: 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
	

The 2019 Australian Heritage Festival – “Connecting people, places and the past.” 

CONNECTING WITH OLD FRIENDS 
Lady Northcote Farm School Display will feature photos and objects that provide insight into the 
experience of the children who learnt there. Lady Northcote YMCA Recreation Camp 
1273 Glenmore Road Glenmore SAT 20 April, 11.00 am -3.00 pm See page 36 in the brochure. 

CATHOLIC MUSEUM OPEN DAY 
Come along to St Joseph’s Chapel to hear a presentation by Mrs Carmel Shea, a distant relative of 
Australia’s first Saint, Mary McKillop. Sunday 28th April 1-4 pm Talk 2.30 pm.  
See page 49 in the brochure. 
	


