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President’s Report

Once again greetings to all members and families of the Society, I hope you are all well and coping with the 
changes brought on by winter. It is ideal weather for sitting near a warm heater and reading our second 
newsletter for 2019. 
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Hello Everyone, 
We have not long held our A.G.M and I would like to welcome Frances Hannah 
and Margaret Scarff on to the Committee and Cathy Pevitt back on to the 
Committee. Also a big thank you to the outgoing President Bruce Carboon who 
helped guide the last Committee through the past year. 
The new Committee will be having a meeting early December to work out what 
days and hours we will be opening the archives during 2020 and what days and 
times we will be holding the Members’ Meetings/Get-togethers. Once decided, you 
will receive your minutes with all the relevant information. 
Sadly one of the Society’s Past President and Member Mr John Murphy passed 
away in October and we extend our  sympathy to his wife Jan and the family. 
Whilst John was president, he initiated some procedures that we still do today.  
Below are just a few of the positive processes initiated during John’s presidency: 

• Member and the visitor sign in books; 
• Record keeping of how many hours we volunteer or do in-kind;  
• Noting the numbers of people through the door and on the phone. 

This all helps  with putting together grant applications and how many monitors 
are needed any given day. 
Thank you to all our active members who have contributed to the workings in the 
Archives and the projects we have been working on such as: 

• Pioneer Settlers 
• Bacchus Marsh’s residential places 
• Copying of  Council rate notices  to better view the information 
• Family histories 
• The updating of the Society’s rules 
• The upgrade of the I.T. 

By the way, if you have not heard, the Bendigo Bank Grant application submitted 
by Bruce and Barb was successful. Now we can start working on Phase 2 of the I.T. 
Well done Bruce and Barb. We can now move on to getting a new scanner and data 
storage. 
The RHSV Local History Grant that we were awarded in July to have the Bacchus 
Marsh Express Newspapers 1919 to 1945 put on to Trove is hopefully going to 
happen in the early part of 2020. 
Meanwhile you can research a lot of Bacchus Marsh information on Trove 
(www.trove.nla.gov.au/newspapers) by looking up the Bacchus Marsh Express 
1866 to 1918, Melton Express 1915 to 1943 or The Express, Melton 1943 to 1954 
which is already online on Trove.  
Wishing you all a very safe and happy festive season. 
See you all next year. 
Regards, 

Chris
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The Society has been successful in securing significant funding for their IT Upgrade.  The Grant of $4,400 will enable the Society 
to enact Phase 2 of the upgrade - the purchase of two scanners, NAC (data storage) and an UPS (uninterrupted power supply).   
This will greatly enhance the Society’s ability to preserve and digitally catalogue items in our Archive, thus supporting a more 
efficient and accessible records system.  This is a great move for the Society and all who use its services. Great work, Bruce and 
Barb! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

************************************************** 
 
 
 
The spring edition of Clarke’s Marsh contained some inaccuracies regarding people’s names. These were: 
A typographical error on page 6: Mahony should  read Mahoney. 
Page 9 The Bacchus Marsh RSL Celebrates a Centenary of Service. The following names should read:  
Bruce Lawton not Bill Lawton, Alf Hawken not Alf Hawkin, John Ginnane not James Ginnane. 
The editor particularly apologises to Bruce Lawton, Alf Hawken  and John Ginnane for these oversights and for any inconvenience 
or hurt this has caused. 
 
  

I.T. Grant from the Bacchus Marsh Community Bank 

New Members of Bacchus Marsh and District Historical Society 
The BM&DHS warmly welcomes new member Tim Hogan, bringing a total of twelve new members to the Society over the 
past year. 
Past Life Members  
Mona Denny RIP: 1975, Geoff Hine RIP: 2008, Audrey Malcolm RIP: 1991, Pulteney Malcom RIP: 2002, Gwyn Moore RIP: 
2011, Jean Oomes RIP: 2009, William Payne RIP: 1981, Wally Stewart RIP: 1996, Doug Watson RIP: 2001  
Current Life Members:  
Christina Hallett, Frances Hannah, Betty Osborn, Marlene Spurr, Geoff Stancliffe, Wendy Vearing, Susan Woods  
 

Bacchus Marsh and District Historical Society Executive for 2020 
Following the October 2019 AGM, Clarke’s Marsh welcomes the following BM&DHS executive: 
President: Chris Bronchinetti 
Vice President: Cathy Pevitt 
Secretary: Barbara McMillan 
Treasurer: Bruce Carboon 
Committee Members: Elaine Greenhall, Frances Hannah, Margaret Scarff  
Mona Denny (Bacchus)Trust Committee Representatives: Ros Johnson, Joyce Porter	
Mona Denny (Bacchus) Trust Trustees: Bruce Carboon, Ros Johnson, Joyce Porter 

	

Corrections and Apology 

	

 

Community Grants 

Bacchus Marsh Community Bank 

Branch 

The BM&DHS executive Bruce, Chris 
and Barb receiving a “cheque” for our 
I.T. upgrade from Bacchus Marsh 
Community Bank  branch 
representatives Michelle (far left) and 
Karen (far right).  

 

Photo courtesy of The Moorabool	News	



	
	

	 3	

Early in 2019 the Society was very fortunate to receive a noteworthy addition to its collection from Mr. Len 
Sherriff of Bendigo. Len donated a bravery medal awarded to Thomas Kennedy of Bacchus Marsh from the 
Royal Humane Society of Australasia in 1892. Barb and Bruce visited Len to gratefully accept the donation 
on behalf of the Society and obtain some providence around its history.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Len was not a descendant of the Kennedy family. He explained how he had worked in property development and house 
renovations in and around Melbourne and could not recall accurately where he found the medal, but it had been in his 
possession for more than five decades. After a lengthy discussion, he narrowed it down to two possibilities, a house that he 
renovated on the Esplanade in Mornington for a Doctor Troop in the late 1950s or a milk bar in Thornbury around 1961. 
He recalled that it may have been found behind a wall and ended up in a box of old unwanted fittings and fixtures.  
Given its seemingly harsh past it was in extremely good condition. Now in retirement and with some assistance from fellow 
history buffs, Len slowly pieced together some of the medal’s lost history and published his findings in the Villager 
newsletter. At the time, he believed that the recipient Thomas Kennedy had been awarded the medal posthumously, because 
the ribbon on the medal he found perfectly matched the unique blue colour of the current posthumous award. He had hoped 
to connect with Thomas Kennedy’s descendants, but one thing was clear – it was linked to a major flood in Bacchus Marsh 
and he believed it should now belong to that community. 
This precipitated further research into the major flood in Bacchus Marsh in 1891 by members of the Society and it was soon 
discovered that, in fact, six bravery medals were awarded due to the events that occurred on a single day – Monday 3rd 
of August 1891. Amongst the destruction and mayhem that transpired from persistent heavy rainfall in the district, three 
significant independent events occurred as the day unfolded; two which directly lead to the loss of life and the recognition 
of six brave local citizens.  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                    Ros Johnson 

Barb McMillan 
Bruce Carboon 

The Weeks leading up to the Day
In respect to rainfall, 1891 was an extraordinary year across 
south eastern Australia. The extent of the winter deluge was not 
only significant in quantity, but also in the area it covered. 
Major flooding was reported in the southern areas of NSW in 
early July and as numerous Victorian communities started 
fundraising in aid for their northern neighbours, nature 
inflicted a similar devastating blow on Sunday 12th of July to the 

citizens of Melbourne. Victorians awoke the next day to the 
shock and awe headlines in The Age newspaper:  
GREAT FLOOD IN MELBOURNE. OVERFLOW OF THE YARRA. 

EXTRAORDINARY RAINFALL. 1000 PERSONS HOMELESS. 

IMMENSE  DESTRUCTION OF PROPERTY 

Significant river improvements recently completed proved 
totally ineffective against the  44 hours of continuous rain. 

Six Brave Bacchus Marsh Citizens 

Bravery Medal awarded to Thomas Kennedy by 

the Royal Humane Society of Australasia for his 

heroic bravery in attempting to save his family 

from floodwaters on the 3rd of August 1891. 

 

Donated by Mr Len Sherriff on the 17th of  

January 2019 (Society Archive)	
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A gigantic 4.4 inches (112mm)  of rainfall poured water into the 
city's catchment and caused the swollen Yarra River to overflow 
its banks. The flood was not only devastating to those 
communities and businesses situated along the banks of the 
river and the low lying areas in city, but the speed in which it 
happened had placed much of the response efforts in total 
disarray. 
The Geelong Advertiser on Monday 13th of July 1891 reported 
on the continuous rain over the previous weekend that had 
caused heavy flooding around Ballan and damage to parts 
of the Bacchus Marsh to Ballarat railway where the line had 
been washed away between the  Ingliston and Rowsley stations. 
As a consequence all Melbourne to Ballarat trains had been 
diverted via Geelong.  
Five days later The Bacchus Marsh Express reported that the 
total rainfall for July up to mid-day the 17th had been 2.31 
inches (58.7mm) and even though no particular damage had 
been reported, the paddocks in Hopetoun at the east end of the 
valley were flooded to a depth of two feet (610mm). The story 
was quite different to the north, where 7 inches (178mm) of 
recent heavy rain had caused significant crop damage and 
record levels in the Gisborne Creek which drowned thousands 
of rabbits.  
Monday 3rd of August 1891 - The Day 
In the early hours of Monday the 3rd of August 1891, both the 
Werribee and Lerderderg Rivers overflowed their banks and 
flooded the low sections of the valley floor causing the biggest 
flood that any European settler had ever seen in this area.  
The volume of water was unprecedented and the current very 
strong in places.  Families, who occupied land close to both the 
rivers and in low lying areas, were now in serious peril from the 
rising floodwaters. The fast moving floodwaters from the 
Werribee and Lerderderg Rivers collided near the corner of 
Fisken and Main Streets and proceeded to fill up the eastern 
areas of the valley as it drained south easterly. It was reported 
that “the roar of the two rivers was very alarming,” doubtless 
adding to the terror of the onlookers and gravity of the 
situation.  
Concerned community members closer to the town centre 
watched in horror as the limited number of the local Mounted 
Constables attempted to coordinate numerous rescue 
operations for those at greatest risk. 
The Werribee River floods 
The Kennedy family arrived in Melbourne in September 1885 
aboard the Holt Hill. Unassisted immigrants Roger and Annie 
Kennedy headed a family of five children – John (11 years), 
Joseph (9 years), Thomas Joseph (7 years), Roger (5 years) and 
Maria (4 years). They had come from the County Roscommon 
in Ireland, and had made their way to rural Bacchus Marsh to 
escape the potato famine in their country of birth. Life must 
have been easier than the one that they had left and before long 
they had added two more children to the family – Edward 
Joseph (born 1886) and William Bernard (Born 1893).  
 At day break the Werribee River had broken its southern bank 
and the area was flooded placing property and lives at risk. The 

Kennedy family lived in Maddingley, south of the river and west 
of the Grant Street Bridge, and their home was now being  
ravaged by the rising floodwater. Thomas Kennedy (14 years) at 
great personal risk, acted on instinct, and at first light swam 
across the thundering current to the north bank to procure a 
boat to assist in the rescue of his family. This was a superhuman 
feat when one considers how deep the river channel is around 
Grant Street and the amount of logs and debris that would have 
been carried along by the raging current. On obtaining a boat 
Thomas then attached it by chain to a horse and attempted to 
tow it across to the southern bank on horseback to where his 
family awaited.  On the return trip with the boat, Thomas got 
into serious difficulties and was washed off the horse’s back and 
he himself needed to be rescued from the rising floodwaters 
with great difficulty. 
The Kennedy family all survived, including Thomas. 
Ironically, at the time of the event, very little was written in the 
local paper regarding the heroic efforts of Thomas and those 
who eventually rescued him and his family. The sequence of 
events has been mainly obtained from the Royal Humane 
Society of Australasia’s bravery citation and the report on the 
awarding of the medals in the Express (30th July 1892).  
The only reference to this incident reported that Mr Walter 
Lindsay and a sailor (named possibly Johnson) used the 
Maddingley park boat to attempt to save Roger Kennedy and 
family, with assistance of Mr G. A. Bence on horseback. Thomas 
wasn’t even mentioned. 
The Lerderderg River Floods 
The elderly couple, William (70 years) and Rachel Hinchcliffe 
(69 year), natives of Pudsey, Yorkshire, had a small farm and 
house on the banks of the Lerderderg River at the south eastern 
end of Bowes Lane (present day Lerderderg Street). 

Six Brave Bacchus Marsh Citizens - continued 

Damage to the railway track caused by the great flood in 1891 
(Society Archive) 
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William was a wool-classer by trade and had come to the colony 
approximately thirty-seven years earlier with his wife and son 
George. Living close to the bank of the Lerderderg River the 
family house was totally surrounded by the rising flood water. 
At daylight Mounted Constable David William McGrath (MC 
No. 3475) in response to the unfolding disaster rode his strong 
troop horse to houses cut off by the floodwaters and at greatest 
risk. Before 10am he determined that the Hinchcliffe’s were a 
high priority and feared for their safety. 
Lucius Herbert Marston (26 Years) a local Bacchus Marsh 
storekeeper watched from his horse and wagon at the corner of 
Crook and Lerderderg Streets. He was accompanied by Albert 
Ernest Abud (21 years) who was a stationer by trade, but 
presently assisting Marston in his store and Henry James Biggs 
(25) who was a brick maker and one of his drivers.  
Biggs and Sarah Ann, his newly wedded pregnant wife lived in 
a small hut in Crook Street next door to John Grey Wells the 
brick maker and his brick yard. They had been staying at Wells’ 
house for safety as the flood waters advanced perilously close to 
their home, which was lower down the embankment. 
Marston asked Constable McGrath if they could get down 
Bowes Lane where the Hinchcliffe’s resided on the banks of the 
Lerderderg River. He replied, “it was quite safe as I have just 
come through it”, words that would come back to haunt him. 
The floodwaters were deep and the current strong. He also 
failed to acknowledge the deep clay holes created from the 
brickmaking activities that then hugged the eastern end of the 
rise and followed the old river bed which had been hidden by 
the muddy floodwater.   
They turned the wagon into Bowes Lane and within travelling 
only one chain (approximately 20 metres), the light wagon and 
horse were dragged sideways in a southerly direction by the fast 
flowing three feet deep and rising floodwaters. Marston cried to 
the other two men to “take their overcoats off” as he frantically 
held onto the reins struggling to control the wagon from the 
strong current. He could not remove his coat as the wagon 
began to tip into deeper water and he called to the others to 
“jump”. Biggs was the first to spring from the off side, followed 
by Abud on the upper side of the wagon. The last Marston saw 

of Biggs was his head bobbing in the fast flowing stream 
towards Elmore’s property ahead of the wagon. His drowned 
body was later found on a bank near the Elmore’s property.  
Thomas Anderson (42 years), a store keeper and native of 
Whitekirk, Scotland and Lewis Martin (aged 44 years), a 
fisherman and native of Denmark, watched the first rescue 
attempt in horror. In seeing that both Marston and Abud were 
still seriously in trouble, clinging to the wire of an exposed 
fence, they set out in the torrent in a flat bottomed boat (used 
by the local Water Supply Department to gauge the depth of the 
Werribee River) in an attempt to rescue the two remaining 
survivors. Their boat was capsized and after a considerable and 
severe struggle, they, along with Marston and Abud, were 
rescued by Edward Simpson and John Wells who were very 
familiar with the safest ground (shallow water) east of the brick 
holes. 
Biggs still had his overcoat on when Edward Simpson and John 
Wells found his body. Constable William Joseph Thompson 
(CM 2976) a Mounted Constable stationed at Myrniong, who 
was providing assistance, searched the body and found a silver 
watch and chain, £2 8s 6p in a money purse, a pair of woolen 
gloves, a pocket book, a small key and a bit of lead pencil.  
The drowned horse and wagon were found further down the 
valley when the flood water had subsided. 

The Yalloak Creek Floods 
Later that morning the excessive runoff was widespread and the 
many tributaries that fed the two major rivers (Werribee and 
Lerderderg) were now all subject to severe flooding.  
The Yalloak Creek, a tributary of the Werribee River via the 
Parwan Creek, was no exception. Far up in the catchment at the 
end of the Rowsley Valley, normal day-to-day farming activities 
were also disrupted by large sheets of water and overflowing dry 
creek beds. 
Charles Jaeger the Yalloak Vale Station Manager was 
organising his workers and ordered Roderick McLennan (18 
years) a rabbiter, to take the shotgun and fire at the cockatoos 
that were taking the seeds out of the ground on the crop of oats 
fronting the station buildings.  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Six Brave Bacchus Marsh Citizens - continued 

Site where the Cart 
overturned throwing 
Marston, Abud and 
Briggs into the 
floodwaters  

(Society Archive) 
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He gave Roderick his own saddler horse to get through the 
water on the flat land between the house and the swollen 
Yalloak Creek. Aware of the danger he did not tell him to cross 
the creek.  
Ten minutes later the horse returned riderless and Jaeger 
immediately started searching for the missing worker along the 
creek, but McLennan was gone without a trace. After searching 
along the bank of the creek, both up and downstream for about 
two miles, he quickly organised four men to continue the search 
of the creek, while he rode down to Glenmore station to seek 
assistance. He also dispatched others downstream as far as 
Rowsley, but no one could find McLennan. At this point Jaeger 
reported the matter to Mr M. M. Mogg, who at once sent notice 
to the Police Stations at Ballan and Bacchus Marsh. The search 
continued all day but  failed to locate McLennan. 
On Tuesday morning 4th of August 1891 at 9:30am, Jaeger and 
Constable Casson (PC 4166) finally discovered McLennan’s 
body lying on its back in the bed of the creek on the top of a log. 
He had been pinned there by his overcoat. His body had been 
carried by the floodwaters for three miles from where he had 
attempted to cross the creek. McLennan, a youth of good 
character and important supporter of his family, had been 
working at Yalloak station for about six months in Mr Mogg’s 
employment. 
A Magisterial Inquiry was conducted by Edward Blake Justice 
of the Peace on 5th of August 1891 at Yalloak Vale, and Charles 
Jaeger and Constable Casson provided statements.  
Edward Blake JP concluded that Roderick McLennan was 
accidently drowned in attempting to ford the Yalloak Creek on 
Monday 3rd of August 1891. 
Roderick McLennan was born in Bacchus Marsh in 1872. He 
was the fourth child of six born to John and Mary McLennan 
who were living in Melton at the time of the incident. The family 
eventually moved to Western Australia following the death of 
their son, where many of them stayed until their death. 
The Aftermath 
Thomas Joseph Kennedy 
On the evening of Monday 25th of  July 1892, Thomas Kennedy 
was awarded the Bronze Bravery Medal by the Royal Humane 
Society of Australasia at the Melbourne Town Hall and his 
name was recorded in the Society’s Annual Report 1892 – Case 
1099. 
After such a heroic feat, Thomas Joseph Kennedy didn’t live a 
long and prosperous life. His sudden tragic death was reported 
in The Age on the 1st of February 1901. No details or explanation 
for his early demise were reported, only that his older brother 
Joseph (living at the Crown Hotel) was with him when he died 
in Boulder, Western Australia on the 31st of January 1901 at the 
age of only twenty-three years. His remains were carried from 
the St. John of God’s Hospital and buried in the Roman 
Catholic section of the Kalgoorlie Cemetery Western Australia. 
The Bacchus Marsh and District Historical Society Inc. holds 
the medal awarded to Thomas Kennedy in its Collection, 
donated by Mr Len Sherriff, 17 th  of January 2019. 
 
 

Lucius Herbert Marston and Albert Ernest Abud 
On the evening of Monday 25th of July 1892, Lucius Herbert 
Marston and Albert Ernest Abud were awarded the Bronze 
Bravery Medal by the Royal Humane Society of Australasia at 
the Melbourne Town Hall for their attempted rescue of the Mr 
and Mrs Hinchcliffe.  Their names were recorded in the 
Society’s Annual Report 1892 – Cases 1102 & 1103.  
Little is known about Marston, only that on the week of the 
flood it was reported that Marston’s “Excelsior Store” was 
broken into and robbed.  He again made the papers on 20th of 
February 1892 when he fired a revolver at suspected robbers 
and made a citizen’s arrest. Clearly a colourful character, but on 
the 12th of November 1892 it was announced grandly in the 
Express, that he had gone bankrupt and the creditors had 
moved in to sell his entire stock in a sale. The next time his 
name surfaced was in the Euroa Advertiser 3rd of February 
1893 when more of his old stock was sold by the creditors.  
He then disappeared into the pages of history. 
Abud married Anne Brauburger (born Ballarat, Victoria 1871 
– died Perth, W.A. 22th of June 1959) in Kanowna, Western 
Australia in 1901 and they raised a family of six children.  
He died in East Coolgardie Western Australian in 1930 and 
was buried on the 2nd of  April 1930 in the Kalgoorlie cemetery.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thomas Anderson and Lewis Martin 
On the evening of Monday 25th of  July 1892, William Anderson 
and Lewis Martin were awarded the Bronze Bravery Medal by 
the Royal Humane Society of Australasia at the Melbourne 
Town Hall for their attempted rescue of Lucius Herbert 
Marston and Albert Ernest Abud. Their names were recorded 
in the Society’s Annual Report 1892 – Cases 1105 & 1106

Six Brave Bacchus Marsh Citizens - continued 

Bacchus Marsh Express – Saturday 12 Nov 1892 

	



	
	

	 7	

Anderson had been married (Victoria 1884) to Grace Harvie 
(born Essendon, Victoria 1862 – died East Melbourne 8th of 
May 1890) with a family of three children. He had lost his first 
wife the year prior to the flood. He remarried in 1892 to 
Margaret Harvie (born Melbourne 1857 – died Bacchus Marsh 
12th of September 1934) and they had one child. He died in 
Bacchus Marsh on 21st of August 1931 and was buried on the 
22nd of  August 1931 in the Maddingley Cemetery.   
Danish born Martin, was already married (New Zealand 1878) 
at the time of the flood to Susan Blight (born Cum Avon 
Glamorganshire, Wales Abt. 1860 – died Williamstown 
February 1908). They had ten children - five born in New 
Zealand and the other five born in and around Williamstown, 
Victoria. He died on the 9th of February 1919 in Heidelberg, 
Victoria and was buried on the 10th of February 1919 in the 
Williamstown Cemetery.    
Museum Victoria currently holds the medal that was awarded 
to Lewis Martin as part of the George H. Wannenmacher 
Collection that was transferred from the National Gallery of 
Victoria (15 March 1976) – item 18243. 

Henry James Biggs 
A Magisterial Inquiry was conducted by George M. Dickie 
Justice of the Peace on 4th of August 1891 at Bacchus Marsh, 
and Lucius Herbert Marston, Albert Ernest Abud, David 
William McGrath, John Gray Wells and William Joseph 
Thompson all provided statements. Although both Marston 
and Abud couldn’t recall exactly what Mounted Constable 
McGrath said, they both believed that it was his desire that the 
three men go the Hinchcliffe’s assistance. Mounted Constable 
McGrath claimed that Biggs, Marston and Abud were all sober 
and that Marston had asked him “did I think he could get along 
Bowes Lane” after he had told him of his concern regarding the 
Hinchcliffe’s safety. He had stated that “I thought he could as I 
had just come through”. Mr Anderson also had his heavy wagon 
there at the time and there was a discussion about saving 
Cornelius Mahoney, but Marston had started in the direction of 
Bowes Lane. George Dickie JP concluded that Henry James 
Biggs came by his death at Bacchus Marsh on 3rd of August 1891 
from accidental drowning. 
Clearly, there was a great deal of suspicion regarding the exact 
details of the conversation Constable McGrath (born 
Buninyong 1861) had with Marston, regarding the rescue of the 
Mr and Mrs Hinchcliffe. Had he placed the lives of three men 
at unnecessary risk? Clearly the community’s faith in the local 
police would have been tested. Constable McGrath had joined 
the police force in 1884 and his police service record was far 
from exemplary and included allegations of drunkenness and 
absenteeism. He was transferred from Bacchus Marsh to the 
City Depot on 13th of January 1892 with the remark, “for the 
good of the service”, and was dismissed from the Police Force 
later that year on the 10th of October.   

On the evening of Monday 25th of July 1892, Henry James Biggs 
posthumously had his name recorded in the archives of the 
Royal Humane Society of Australasia for eternity after the 
following the statement: 

“The courageous acts of those who, in endeavouring to 
save the lives of others, lost their own are here 
recorded”. 

His citation stated that he lost his life crossing a gully during a 
high flood of the Lerderderg River at Bacchus Marsh in a horse 
wagon to rescue two persons in peril, when the wagon was 
overturned and he was thrown into the current where he was 
drowned. It also noted that the horse was also drowned.  
His name was recorded in the Society’s Annual Report 1892 – 
Case 1104. 
Biggs was born in 1868 in Brunswick Victoria and married 
Sarah Ann Harley (born Ararat 1859 – died Perth W.A. 2nd of  
July 1930) in Victoria on 1st of  January 1891 at Dunolly.  
Their son Henry James Fletcher Biggs was born in 1891 in 
Brunswick, following the death of his father in Bacchus Marsh. 
On the 8th of August 1891 The Express reported the sale of 
furniture owned by the Briggs family on the following 
Wednesday and that Mrs Biggs would now leave the district.  
Mr Biggs’ body was taken to Brunswick for burial where his 
relatives resided. On returning to Brunswick, Sarah remarried 
in 1897 to George Biggs (Henry’s younger brother) and they 
went to Western Australia where they both died in the 1930s.  

 
Sources 
• Births, Death & Marriages Victoria, NSW & WA 

• TROVE 

• Bacchus Marsh and District Historical Society Inc.’s Collection 

• The Royal Humane Society of Australasia Archive, Annual Report 

1892 

• Victorian Police Museum 

• Mr Len Sherriff 

• Victorian Public Records Office 

Six Brave Bacchus Marsh Citizens - continued 

Mounted Constable David	 William McGrath (MC No. 3475) 
(Courtesy of Victorian Police Museum) 
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Pretty muslins, fine blouses, leg o’ mutton sleeves, stylish hats, and tiny waists; bow ties, best suits, bowler 
hats and knickerbocker trousers – all conjure up an image of turn-of-the-century style.  
CHRIS BRONCHINETTI shared the following photos with BM&DHS members over a coffee at Baby Black 
following our visit to the Manor House a couple of months back. The photos quickened the interest of all and 
resulted in  a lively discussion.  Where was the church and when was the wedding? Importantly, who were the 
happy couple? Chris takes up the story and invites members’ responses: 

I came across these two photos 
whilst looking through ‘Trove 
Pictures’ for photos that are out 
of copyright for the Society’s 
“Facebook” page. On the Trove 
Pictures site they are listed as 
“1910 A Wedding”, in a series 
named Collection of views in 
Melbourne and country Victoria 
including the towns of Ballarat, 
Bacchus Marsh and Daylesford. 
It looked to be Bacchus Marsh’s 
original Baptist Church, referred 
to as the Baptist Chapel, which 
had once been in Lerderderg 
Street, on the east side of the 
Bacchus Marsh Primary School, 
but was it? 
 I printed a few photos off and 
took them to our afternoon tea at 

Baby Black which followed our outing to the 
Manor House. The photos were passed around 
and a great discussion about whether they 
were of Bacchus Marsh or not, when and 
where in the area the photographs were taken 
formed part of the chatter over our cuppa. 
Marie Gosnold, of the Manor House, came 
with us and later commented that she had just 
as much fun looking through the photos as did 
our members. 
It was decided - yes - these two photos were of 
our Baptist Chapel, but identifying the 
wedding party took a little more detective 
work. The Chapel was not used after 1898, so I 
looked up wedding articles in the Bacchus 
Marsh Express via ‘Trove Newspapers’. 
There were too many to sift through, so I 
narrowed the search by looking up surnames 
who were associated with the Baptist Church: 
Hodgson? No. Pearce? No. And then Dickie - 
Bingo! 

On March 26th 1898 Maggie Dickie and Mr W 
E Prosser’s wedding was described in detail, 

down to the ‘Arches covered the gate entrance and the front door.’ (See following page.) Credit was given to Maddingley Park’s 
curator John Johnstone. This must have been the last wedding in the Baptist Chapel as a few months later their congregation 
attended services in the new Baptist Church in Main St (now the Village Shopping Centre driveway). 
I took the details to the archives and ran it past a few of our historians, when Bruce said, “But when did John Johnstone leave the 
Marsh?” Gasp, horror! Had I got the incorrect wedding?! We looked up when John Johnstone left the Marsh, but that was not 
until 1901. 

The Baptist Church clearly identifiable, as are the arches at the entrance and doorway, 
referred to in the Express article. 

Looking east from the church gate in Lerderderg Street . “Miller’s Hill“ forms the horizon. 

A wedding at the Lerderderg Street Baptist Chapel 
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I cannot find another wedding article which describes the garland over the arches or door and I believe this is the wedding in the 
photo. I would like to hear from others who may think that is could be of another person’s wedding.  
Isn’t history fun?!                              Chris Bronchinetti                                                                                                   
 
At right is part of the description of the wedding of Maggie Dickie and 
William Prosser. (See “Wedding Notes,” Bacchus Marsh Express, March 
26 1898.) “SCRIBE” gives a beautifully descriptive account of the wedding, 
enabling readers over 120 years later to feel that they could easily stand 
among the crowd of well-wishers. Importantly, the article refers to the 
arches at the front gate and doorway, so clearly visible in both photos. 
Were these photographs taken by the two amateur photographers referred 
to towards the end of SCRIBE’S column? 

 
 
The old And New Baptist Churches 
The identifiable architectural features and the surrounding foliage of the 
original Bacchus Marsh Baptist Chapel, Lerderderg Street, (above) clearly 
link it to the wedding photos on the previous page. The chapel was built in 
1868 and served the local Baptist community for thirty years.  

 
 
 
A larger and more centrally located Baptist Church had long been planned 
for Bacchus Marsh, with land in Main Street beside the Post Office being 
purchased from Mr S T Staughton MLA in 1887 for 90.00.
 

The original Bacchus Marsh Baptist Church (1868-1898), Lerderderg Street. 

Bacchus	Marsh	&	District	Historical	Society	Archives	

A wedding at the Lerderderg Street Baptist Chapel - continued 

The Main Street Baptist Church, 1898-1985 

Bacchus	Marsh	&	District	Historical	Society	Archives	
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The foundation stone for the new church was laid on the 3rd 
August 1898 and the building was opened three months later. 
Many readers will remember both the church and its prominent 
foundation stone of polished white marble with its “gilt incised 
letters of Gothic design” bearing the words: This memorial 
stone was laid by the Rev. S Chapman, pastor of the Collins St 
Baptist Church  August 3rd 1898.  
A detailed account of the opening of the new church and a 
fulsome description of the building can be found in the Express 
of November 26 1898. The article refers to the stone and 
building material from the old chapel being salvaged and 
incorporated into the building of the new church. Certainly, by 
July 1898 the old church was no longer in use and services were 
temporarily conducted in the Bacchus Marsh Mechanics’ 
Institute. 
Sadly, both churches are now consigned to history. The new 
church continued to function until 1985 when it was 
demolished, the land on which it stood now providing access to 
the shopping centre carpark. We are lucky to have historical 

records testifying to the existence of both churches and their 
importance to the local community. 
Sadly too, Maggie Dickie and William Prosser’s marriage, 
which had begun with such beauty and promise, was to end 
with Maggie’s death at the age of 36 in 1907. Maggie’s infant 
son had died the previous year. The couple had at least two 
other children and were residing in Ballarat at the time of 
Maggie’s death. 
Sources 

BMDHS Archives 

Births, Deaths and Marriages Victoria 

TROVE Newspapers: 

BAPTIST CHAPEL, BACCHUS MARSH. (1868, March 14). The Bacchus Marsh 

Express  

WEDDING NOTES. (1898, March 26). The Bacchus Marsh Express  

BAPTIST CHURCH. (1898, August 6). The Bacchus Marsh  

RE-OPENING OF THE BAPTIST CHURCH, BACCHUS MARSH. (1898, November 

26). The Bacchus Marsh Express  

BAPTIST CHURCH ANNIVERSARY, BACCHUS MARSH. (1899, November 25). The 

Bacchus Marsh Express  

 
 

******************************************** 
 
 

 

Many of our members dedicate their time and expertise to supporting the BM&DHS yet also find time for further 
volunteer work. ELAINE GREENHALL spoke to BM&DHS members about the Victoria State Rose Garden at a 
recent meeting. Here she describes the design of the garden, its history and the valuable work completed by 
volunteers. 

A magnificent rose garden, situated in the tourist precinct of 
Werribee, the Victoria State Rose Garden covers an area of five 
hectares and has approximately five and a half thousand roses 
of different cultivars on display. 

The Design of the Garden 
The main garden is laid out in the shape of a five petalled Tudor 
rose (A). The paths, lined with standards, separate the petals 
and lead to the gazebo in the centre. To the south-east, a path 
curves to the leaf (B) which contains Australian bred roses. 
Adjoining the leaf is the bud (C), which contains sixty varieties 
of roses donated by the late David Austin, rose breeder from 
Great Britain. If you stand on top of one of the two viewing 
mounds you have a fantastic view of the entire lawns and 
gardens bordered by heritage roses along the fence-line.  

Throughout the garden the roses are displayed in various ways 
from massed bed plantings, climbers growing on tripods, 
arches and festoons, and tall and short weepers. The whole 
effect is stunning, particularly from November through to May. 

Origins of the Garden 
In 1976 the concept of the Victoria State Rose Garden was 
initiated by Jim Priestly and a few dedicated members of the 
Victorian Rose Society. Their efforts were supported and 
encouraged by the Premier, Rupert Hamer.  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

With the site being approved at Werribee, CINIVEX excavated 
the bowl shape. local and interstate breeders and growers 
donated plants and time. Jim Priestly and his small team 
transported and planted two and a half thousand roses from 
Portland. In 1983, there was no funding to continue, so the 
Metropolitan Board of Works took over the garden. 

The present layout was landscaped and the first stage of the 
garden was officially opened on the 9th of November 1986. 

Caring for such an enormous  garden was a huge undertaking 
and weeds and roses soon grew out of control.                                   

A wedding at the Lerderderg Street Baptist Chapel - continued 

The Victoria State Rose Garden 

C 

B 

A 
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Jim Priestly urgently appealed for volunteers to assist with its 
maintenance. With fifty people responding, the VSRG 
Supporters Group Inc. was formed. 
With subsequent grants, the heritage border was established 
and the Centenary Federation Leaf added. In 2001, the David 
Austin bud was created. The fine metal archway entrance was 
officially opened in 2012. 

 
 
In 2003 The World Federation of Rose Societies granted the 
Victoria State Rose Garden “Garden of Excellence” status.  
The plaque is by the gazebo. It was the first rose garden outside 
Europe to achieve this award and the only one at that time that 
was fully cared for by volunteers. The Supporters are extremely 
proud of this award. 
The VSRG comes under the umbrella of Parks Victoria.  
The “Parks” staff mow the lawns, provide mulch, contract the 
edging of the beds, maintain the watering system, spray, 
control pests and remove the mats containing pruning cuttings, 
weeds and dead heads placed there by the Supporters.  
They also give regular OH&S talks.  

Being a Supporter 
Being a Supporter is a delight. There are an enthusiastic group 
of approximately one hundred volunteers. About forty to sixty 
turn up on Wednesday mornings and about twenty on Saturday 
mornings. Most are retired and come from the 
Werribee/Hoppers Crossing area with a few from further afield. 
After regularly attending for six months the Supporter is 
entitled to  a green uniform with the VSRG logo. 
The Supporters sign on and off, record their working hours 
(useful for grant applications). They work in groups (Health 

and Safety) so that they can cross pollinate their ideas and 
support newcomers. At ten o’clock they head over to their 
covered seating area for the all-important cuppa and to catch 
up on the latest rose garden news. on the last Wednesday of 
every month they have a barbecue lunch. 
They prune from mid-June to the end of August with different 
teams for different types of roses. Dead heading commences in 
November after the first flush and the summer prune after the 
second flush. After the Autumn flush the roses are left until 
pruning time. In the mean-time the Supporters mulch, spread 
fertiliser supplied by Neutrog, weed, sweep borders and enjoy 
each-others company, fresh air and the beautiful birds that 
come within close proximity. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Victoria State Rose Garden has an excellent website – 
www.vicstaterosegarden.com.au 
See also: Priestly Jim, Victoria State Rose Garden – History 
and Origins (Leaflet) 

Elaine Greenhall. Supporter of the Victoria State Rose 
Garden 

 
********************************** 

 

The Bacchus Marsh and District Historical Society Inc is proud to have the support of the following organisations: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Victorian State Rose Garden - continued 

A magnificent spiral tripod 
Photo: Elaine Greenhall 

A pathway between the petals lined with	standard roses. 
Photo: Elaine Greenhall	

Steve McGhie MLA 

for his support in 

the printing of this 

newsletter. 
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The winter edition of Clarke’s Marsh featured a photo 
of the 1905 wedding of Lydia Fagg and Robert Brown, 
as well as a list of those who had given wedding gifts. 
Thanks to Judy Jubb and Chris Bronchinetti’s detective 
work and the response of BM&DHS members, many 
erstwhile anonymous faces now have an identity. See 
below for the currently identified members of the 
wedding group, as well as a number of possible 

matches. Chris and Judy hope that the “possibles” will 
spark some reader discussion and provide further 
clarity. Possible matches are written in italics. 
Confirmed identities in normal type. Your thoughts 
and ideas  about possible name and face matches will 
be very much appreciated! You will need to enlarge on 
your screen or refer to the winter edition of Clarke’s 
Marsh for a larger image 

 

Guests identified and possible matches
Kneeling at Far Left: 
No 48. Possibly Robert Alexander 

Lindsay or husband of Sarah 

Brown (No 42)   
Front row standing L-R:  
No 24. Maude Victoria FAGG 
(b1892. Flower girl and sister of 
bride); No 26. Charles Henry 
FAGG (b1875. Best Man);  
No 27. Agnes Jane BROWN 
(b1875. Bridesmaid);  
No 49. Robert BROWN (b1869 
Groom); No 50. Lydia Ellen FAGG 
(b1880. Bride); No 51. Esther 
Caroline FAGG (b1885. 
Bridesmaid and sister of bride) 
No 52. George BROWN (Brother 
of groom); No 53. James 
Alexander “Sandy” BROWN 
(b1865. Brother of groom);  
No 54. Janet Elizabeth LINDSAY 
(b1900. Groom’s niece) 
Kneeling front right:  
No 55. Robert James LINDSAY 
(b1894. Robert’s nephew, son of 
Sarah); No 56. Horatio Marsh 
FAGG (b1894. Lydia’s brother); 
No 57. David Sylvester LINDSAY 

(b1895 Robert’s nephew, son of 
Sarah); 

Second Row from Front L-R:   

No 23. Mr William WILLIAMS;  
No 25. Possibly Mrs H DENSLEY; 

No 28. ? Partly hidden with hand 

to face; No 29. Janet BROWN (b 
1862- twin. Sister of the groom);  
No 30. Possibly Mrs J SLOSS?  
No 31. Elizabeth FAGG nee 
Andrew (Wife of T.W. FAGG);  
No 32. ? Mostly hidden figure; 

No 33. Baby held up by father is 
Thomas Andrew FAGG (Nephew 
of bride); No 34. Thomas William 
FAGG (b 1874 Brother of bride);  
No 35. ? Mostly hidden (male);  
No 36. Hannah “Annie” Sylvester 
BROWN nee Morley (Mother of 
the groom); No 37. Mrs Sarah 
MCFARLANE (Groom’s aunt); 
No 38. Eliza Ellen FAGG nee 
Beeching (Mother of the bride); 
No 39. Jonathan FAGG ( brother 
of bride); No 40. Richard FAGG 
(b 1848. Father of the bride); 
No 41. Possibly Cordelia Ann 

FAGG nee Mossop (Wife of 

Jonathan Fagg) or Esther FAGG 

No 42. Sarah LINDSAY nee Brown 
(b1862. Sister of groom);  
No 43. Possibly Mrs 

RUTHERFORD; No 44. Possibly 

Mrs BREWER (Wife of the 

Reverend Brewer);  

No 45. Possibly a Miss BROWN  

No 46. C.A. BREWER (Holy Trinity 
C of E. Conducted Service);  
No 47. Possibly Colonel William 

ALFRED (musician and member 

of the gun club) or Robert 

Alexander LINDSAY (Sarah 

Brown’s husband) 

Third Row from Front L-R:   

No 10. Possibly George Alfred 

FAGG(b 1883) or Mr J. DUGDALE; 

No 11.	Possibly	Mr R. DUGDALE 

or William BROWN (b1879);  

No 12. Possibly Mrs R. DUGDALE 

or Mrs M.A. VALLENCE;  

No 13. Possibly	Miss HAWKINs? 

(Tree N121*)or Miss ROGERS? 

(Tree N221*);  

No 14. Possibly Miss HAWKINS 

(Tree N121*) or Miss ROGERS 

(Tree N221*);  

No 15. Possibly Mrs EL SIMPSON 

or Mrs ANDREW of Greendale;  

No 16. Possibly Miss LYLE or Miss 

ANDREW of Greendale;  

No 17. Possibly Miss A SIMPSON; 
No 18. Possibly Miss HORDER; 

No 19. Possibly Miss O 

EDWARDS; No 20. Possibly Miss 

CUMMING (Tree N73); 

No 21. Possibly Miss LAIDMAN; 

No 22. Possibly Mrs A  

McDONALD? 

Back Row L-R:   

No 1. Possibly George VALLENCE 

No 2. Possibly Mr. R.G. LYLE or 

Mr. A.E. BESELER;  

No 3. Possibly C.D. CUMMING 

(Tree N121); 

No 4 .Possibly Mr H.L. HOWE;  

No 5. Possibly Mr E.L. SIMPSON 

or Mr H DENSLEY; No 6. Reginald 
Merrimu FAGG (b1890. Brother 
of Lydia); No 7. James Beeching 

FAGG? (b1888 Brother of Lydia) 

No 8. Possibly Mr H SIMPSON 

No 9. Possibly Mr J McDONALD. 

 

*Denotes family association 
with WWI Avenue tree. 

 

Update on the Identity of Guests in Lydia Fagg and Robert Brown’s Wedding Photo  

Wedding of Lydia Fagg and Robert Brown  - 1905 


