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President’s Report

Once again greetings to all members and families of the Society, I hope you are all well and coping with the 
changes brought on by winter. It is ideal weather for sitting near a warm heater and reading our second 
newsletter for 2019. 
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Hello Everyone, 

Due to the Coronavirus restrictions and the declaration of the state of emergency in 
Victoria, our committee made the decision to close the Archives for the immediate 
future. The safety of our members and community is paramount. As soon as we had 
made the decision, the Moorabool Council decided to close the Lerderderg Library and 
many events that were to be held in our area were postponed, such as our talk with Fred 
Cahir on our shared history with the Aboriginals, the Truck and Trade Show and the 
National Trust Heritage Festival, just to name a few. We will be conducting business 
through email and there will not be committee meetings or events for the time being. 
In the last newsletter I mentioned the RHSV Grant, however I was wrong. The Grant to 
put the Bacchus Marsh Express newspapers 1919 to 1945 onto Trove was received from 
the PRoV Grant. We are still waiting to have the NLA ask the SLV for the microfilm so 
they can digitise the film and place them onto the Trove website. 

Our collection is growing with an oil painting of the Coimadai Hotel (Foresters Arms 
Hotel)  donated to the Society, as has a 1880’s diary from the Ballark Homestead.  
Our Information Technology group have been busy acquiring the new computers and 
software. Some items have been placed in the archives, however we are waiting on a few 
more items and …. now that the Library building is closed we will not have our I.T. up 
and running until we can access the room. This is a great shame as Bruce, Barb, John 
and Marg have been working so hard on this project. But it will give us all something to 
look forward to when the room opens again. 
Welcome to new Member Claire Sutherland. Claire jumped in boots and all. She has 
undertaken the ongoing project of indexing the Bacchus Marsh Primary School records. 
Although not a member of our Society, many will know the name of Dennis Spielvogel 
through his connection with the Central Highlands Historical Association and the 
Heritage Advisory Committee. Sadly, Dennis passed away in February. 

On a happier note our beautiful Bacchus Marsh Avenue of Honour has been shortlisted 
for the National Trust’s Tree of the Year. Voting opens on April 14th until May 10th and 
the winner will be announced on May 19th. Voting for the Victorian Tree of the Year is 
open to everyone on the National Trust of Australia (Victoria) Facebook page, so please 
everyone make time to vote. 
I’d like to send big thank you to all our active members. The Society’s success relies on 
your ongoing work of entering data, indexing, researching and archiving. Other 
important activities are pricing and gathering I.T; keeping the accounts and banking; 
and contributing to the newsletter. The roles you take on - including being a Monitor 
and  the job of Secretary with the processing and archiving of all correspondence  - are 
also vital. You all help make the Society a great and interesting place to work. 
While we are all facing some tough times right now, it has never been more important 
to be kind to each other, reach out to those around you and embrace our collective 
humanity. Please look after each other. 

Regards 

Chris 
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President’s Report 

The Archives 
Join	the	friendly	crew	at	the	Archives	

Address: 215 Main St, Bacchus Marsh 
(Ask the library staff for directions.) 

2020 Archives Opening Hours: Normally 
Monday and Friday 1-4pm. 
However, due to community safety 
measures , the Archives and the library 
are closed at present. Members will be 
notified of any change to this status. 

Archives Phone Number: 
03 53679336 

Enquiries: enquiries@bmdhs.org/ 

Facebook: Bacchus Marsh & District 
Historical Society Inc. 

Mail: PO Box 223 Bacchus Marsh 3340 

Members Meetings 2020 (To be 
advised) 
Venue: The James Young Room at the 
Lerderderg Library 

Dates and Times: Members will be 
advised when we resume meetings. 
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      From this… 

 
…to this! 

 
 
                                                        
																																																			by	Bruce	Carboon	

 
You may recall that the key aim of IT upgrade was to 
transform the existing IT infrastructure of computers, 
software, scanners, data storage and printers currently 
housed in the Archive at the Lerderderg library.  This in turn 
would then vastly assist the Society in meeting its primary 
objectives and significantly improve the IT infrastructure 
supporting the ongoing activities of its members. 

The members at the Annual General Meeting held in October 
2019 endorsed all the proposed recommendations along with 
the associated five-year budget. 

Since the AGM the IT Working Group (ITWG) (John Spain, 
Marg Scarff, John Grant, Barb McMillan and Bruce Carboon) 
met to work through the final details and review various 
costings - largest single item being the new 
Printer/Photocopier at $4,400, followed by the four new 
computers.  

Society history was truly made in the first week of the 
February 2020 when the Society finally signed an agreement 
worth over $13,000 with Xtreme Technology in Geelong to 
provide all the new equipment and ongoing service and 
support as required. The overall cost to the Society has been 
markedly reduced due to receiving a further generous grant 
from the Bacchus Marsh Community Bank Branch of $4,400 
in November 2019. Once again, our local Community Bank 

has proven its ongoing commitment in supporting local 
heritage by investing in this 
important Society project. This 
makes a noteworthy total of 
$8,200 that the Bacchus Marsh 
Community Bank has donated 
to the Society over the past two 
years . 

ITWG has now turned its attention to setting it all up and 
managing the change impact on the main users of the Archive 
computers.  

Ideally, we plan to gradually phase out the old computers and 
migrate users across to the new equipment once users feel 
ready, willing and able. This will involve several training 
workshops that focus on understanding the changes and how 
they are to be implemented. Members will be supported in 
accessing and effectively using the new system. The Society is 
also investigating if there is government funding available for 
online training for members. 

So, what to expect? Well, certainly, there will be some exciting 
new equipment in the archive, but it will all function using the 
same operating system (Windows 10).  

There will be:  

 
 
	
 
 
 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

Information Technology (IT) Upgrade Project: Society Makes its own History! 
 

 

New computers – 3X new workstations with disc readers, 

USB ports, wireless keyboards/mouse and Philips monitors 

along with a new laptop. 

Two new scanners (Fujitu and Espon) that will be capable of 

scanning A3 books and producing high resolution digital copies 

of photgraphs and documents. 
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In addition, there will be new software to manage security and 
to support the ongoing administration of the Society 
(Microsoft Office 365). You can be assured that the new 
equipment will not be too difficult to use, and at least you can 
now easily identify it when you next visit the Archive. 

The main initial impact will be the transition from the old to 
new equipment. To ensure ongoing work on research and 
projects, we will maintain both systems for a limited period. 
This will mean that the Archive will be a little crowded for a 
while as the old equipment is decommissioned. 

Once it is installed and setup, ITWG will turn its full attention 
to finalising appropriate cataloguing software and to 
reviewing options regarding the establishment of a direct 
internet NBN connection.  

At present, Marg is evaluating Victorian Collections (Museum 
Victoria) and eHive (New Zealand Museum) as two possible 
off-site (in the Cloud) options for cataloguing. 

The Society has also purchased a new domain address 
(BMHeritage.org.au) so that we can start building a new 
website using WordPress. 

Please let us know if you have any questions regarding the 
new IT equipment rollout or any of the information in this 
report.  

We strongly believe it’s important to bring all our members 
along and celebrate this milestone achievement in the 
Society’s ongoing improvement in the way it curates and 
promotes its important heritage collection. 

Information Technology Working Group 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The trials and tribulations of 

cataloguing – Bruce, Barb, John and 

Marg agree on a unique numbering 

system. 

Source: BM&DHS Inc 

Information Technology (IT) Upgrade Project: Society Makes its own History! (continued) 

 

A new upgraded Konica Minolta printer / photocopier 

which will continue to have all the functionality of the old 

machine. It will print A4 and A3 size paper in black/white 

and colour. It will scan documents and be linked to all of the 

computers. 

	

The	upgrade	will	also	include:	

 

A dedicated storage space for the Society’s data files and a robust 

4-tiered back up system (two local and two mobile) on a private 

local area network (LAN) with an uninterruptable Power Supply 

(UPS)	
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Moorabool Shire has named Bacchus Marsh and District Historical Society member John Spain as its Citizen of the Year for 
2020. Barb McMillan chatted to John about his involvement with the Bacchus Marsh Community and his contribution to 
local causes and organisations.

How long have you lived in Bacchus Marsh? 

I have lived in Bacchus Marsh since 1979 when I married a 
local girl, Marianne (Smits). We lived in Crook Street, 
Bacchus Marsh for a while, then Nathan Drive in Darley and 
have finally settled in Love Close, Maddingley in the house we 
built together.  
Our four children were all born in the Bacchus Marsh 
Hospital. They attended Darley Primary School and Bacchus 
Marsh College. We are now empty nesters, with our son in 
British Columbia, our eldest daughter in Richmond, youngest 
daughter in Tasmania and middle daughter in Darley. 
At present we have one dog, a Kelpie-cross; previously we 
have had other dogs and several cats. 

From Bacchus Marsh I commuted to work in Melbourne, 
working in the Information Technology sector until edging 
into retirement after 2002. I still have a couple of computing 
“love” jobs in Melbourne for family and friends, but these 
occupy less and less of my time and of course I can do that 
work remotely using the Internet. 
Marianne and I like living in Bacchus Marsh; we looked 
elsewhere, including Western Australia and Tasmania, but 
have decided to remain in Maddingley as the Bacchus Marsh 
district has everything we could want for a good life. 

When did you first get involved with community 
organisations? 
Like most people, my first community involvement was with 
the schools our children attended. I spent a couple of years on 
the Bacchus Marsh College Council as a parent rep. 

In 2003 I joined the Bacchus Marsh & District Trails Advisory 
Committee to Moorabool Shire Council and worked with 
them for about 8 years. I co-wrote and edited the first walking 
trails master plan for the Shire and also designed walking 
track signs still installed in the Darley area. I still keep in 
touch with the “Tracks ‘n Trails” group because I like walking 
around the town and along the rivers. 

When did you join BM&DHS and why did you join? 
I joined the Historical Society around 2010 initially because I 
was interested in the process by which the Historical Society 
was being moved from the old Shire Council/Library building 
to the new Lerderderg Library. I created the current website 
for the Society and also set up some basic networking. I would 
not describe myself as historically inclined, though I 
appreciate cultural artifacts and older buildings that can still 
be used for contemporary purposes.	 
What other organisations have you been involved 
with/positions held on committees? 
Together with Marg Scarff and others, I was part of the 
Bacchus Marsh Community Land Group (BMCLG) that 
promoted a community led proposal for future use of the old  

 
Shire Council/Library building and surrounding spaces in 
Main Street, Bacchus Marsh. BMCLG grew out of community  
opposition to Moorabool Shire Council’s “Spyglass” proposal 
to develop public land as another supermarket in Main Street.  
The Spyglass project was stopped by the force of community 
opposition in 2009, but despite good advice given to 
Moorabool Shire Council by various local groups, the old 
Shire Council/Library building was demolished in 2012. We 
now have the “Village Green”, I guess, as a community space 
where the building used to stand. My involvement with 
Bacchus Marsh Community Land Group and my opposition 
to the demolition of a useful community asset caused me to 
run for election as a Shire Councillor in 2012. I served as a 
Councillor for 4 years and learned quite a bit about how a 
municipality works. 

Before and during my term as Councillor I was on the Bacchus 
Marsh Public Hall managing committee that oversaw 
substantial renovations to that building. 
In 2014 I initiated the formation of the Bacchus Marsh Arts 
Council which, amongst other projects, operated the 
community Art Gallery for nearly four years in the Village 
Shopping Centre. 
I am a member of Bacchus Marsh U3A and the Laurels Men’s 
Shed. 
You are a quiet achiever and go about helping and 
offering sound advice to other groups. 
I am happiest working quietly in the “back office” but 
occasionally find it necessary to work “out front” to achieve 
objectives. Not surprisingly for an ex-IT worker I am always 
interested in systems, including social organisations and how 
they work, how they can be used to improve the local 
community, and how they can continue to make Bacchus 
Marsh be a nice place to live.

Image	from	The	Moorabool	News,	16	January	2020		

An Interview with John Spain, Our Citizen of the Year 
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2020 Citizen of the Year Award - how ‘chuffed’ were 
you to receive this well-deserved award?   

My immediate reaction to being named 2020 Moorabool 
Citizen of the Year was to experience the “imposter 
syndrome” because I am just one of many volunteers who put 
in a lot of hard work but most of whom are not recognized 

I understand this is a typical reaction for many award 
recipients and maybe can reconcile any feelings of 
unworthiness with the knowledge that the award is also 
recognising the good work of my organisations and fellow 
volunteers. So, I will behave graciously, smile and just keep 
doing the things I have been doing as part of the community. 
Recognition is nice but not why we do this stuff! 
 

********** 

 
One of three WWII training centres in Victoria, Darley Camp was established in July 1940. In the following month, 357 galvanised 
iron and timber huts were constructed and by September, the first of 4,000 troops from the 4th Infantry Training Corps arrived. 
The  camp had not been yet been completed. There  was no 
electricity, no canteen and recent rainfall of 75mm had 
turned internal roads to a quagmire.  The troops quickly got 
to work and the camp was soon ready for the arrival of 
many more military servicemen and women. Over the 
ensuing six years, the US Marines, the Royal Netherlands 
Army, the Australian Army Women’s Medical Service, the 
Provost Training School and the School of Army Surveyors 
completed training at the camp.  
For the six years between 1940 and 1946, life in Bacchus 
Marsh was utterly transformed. Interaction was 
overwhelmingly positive as Allied troops grappled with our 
strange customs, such as the shutdown of all commercial 
activity at midday on Saturdays. Dutch troops were 
alarmed to see “Hot Pies” for sale. (To understand this, 
replace the “e” in pies with an “s” and you will know what 
they were reading in their native language.) The town was 
energized by balls and dances as the camp and the town in 
turn hosted an array of social events. Romance blossomed. 
Some soldiers, such as Jack de Leur and Adrian Oomes, 
returned after the war to marry the girls they had fallen in 
love with. Other local girls married and began a new life in 
the USA.  
Eighty years on, we call for your memories and 
memorabilia which together will help to tell the 
story of this unique period in our town’s history.  

                                                                                                      ********** 
 

An Interview with John Spain, Our Citizen of the Year (continued) 

Bacchus Marsh and District Historical Society 
Executive for 2020 
Following the October 2019 AGM, Clarke’s Marsh welcomes 
the following BM&DHS executive: 
President: Chris Bronchinetti 
Vice President: Cathy Pevitt 
Secretary: Barbara McMillan 
Treasurer: Bruce Carboon 
Committee Members: Elaine Greenhall, Frances Hannah, 
Margaret Scarff  
Mona Denny (Bacchus)Trust Committee 
Representatives: Ros Johnson, Joyce Porter 
Mona Denny (Bacchus) Trust Trustees: Bruce Carboon, 
Ros Johnson, Joyce Porter 

	

New Members of Bacchus Marsh and District 
Historical Society 
The BM&DHS warmly welcomes new member Claire 
Sutherland. 
Past Life Members  
Mona Denny RIP: 1975, Geoff Hine RIP: 2008, Audrey 
Malcolm RIP: 1991, Pulteney Malcom RIP: 2002, Gwyn 
Moore RIP: 2011, Jean Oomes RIP: 2009, William Payne 
RIP: 1981, Wally Stewart RIP: 1996, Doug Watson RIP: 2001  
Current Life Members:  
Christina Hallett, Frances Hannah, Betty Osborn, Marlene 
Spurr, Geoff Stancliffe, Wendy Vearing, Susan Woods  
 

Darley Camp – Call for Your Memories, Photos and Memorabilia 

Australian troops marching past the Governor 

General at Darley Camp December 1940. 

The Australasian	
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The 2020 Australian Heritage Festival’s theme, “Our Heritage for the Future” captures the idea that the evolution of a rich and 
diverse culture depends on preserving, understanding and appreciating the past. It is nevertheless inevitable that many loved 
landscapes, familiar views and buildings once pivotal to commerce and community life should succumb to the demands of 
changing circumstances - or simply crumble or vanish with the passing of time. In this article, Chris Bronchinetti and Katrina 
Lyle describe four such heritage entities. The landmarks chosen were once an integral part of local industry, commerce or culture. 
In addition, we’ve included a loved botanical specimen! 

1. The Coimadai Lime Kilns 
From the earliest days of European settlement in Australia, access to quality lime for mortar and plaster was important for 
creating architecture of substance and permanence. Lime was a highly prized but often scarce building material. Faced with a 
lack of rock lime, oyster shells (often from Aboriginal middens) were burnt to extract lime. The remnants of shells can sometimes 
be seen in the very earliest buildings of Sydney, Brisbane and Melbourne.  

In the 1850s, the discovery of substantial rock lime deposits at Coimadai boosted settlement in the area as a small-scale quarrying 
and lime burning industry developed. By the 1860s, four small kilns were in operation - notably Hopgood’s and Burnip’s - 
although only fragmentary remnants of these early lime burning sites have survived. 

The 1880s saw a huge expansion of Coimadai’s lime industry.  
It was boom time in “Marvellous Melbourne”. An influx of capital 
and a near doubling of the population over the decade created a 
mood energised by dizzying land speculation, a rapid expansion 
of infrastructure and the rise of suburbs with swathes of 
substantial dwellings. In the midst of all this activity, the railway 
arrived at Bacchus Marsh. Coimadai now had the means of 
connecting to a market hungry for good quality lime.  
Yet this larger scale extraction and burning industry may not 
have developed had it not been for the advent in the district of 
Mr Petrus Alkemade. He is described by pioneer settler Anders 
Hjorth as “an active, energetic man with insight to the future, 
(who) managed to get capital by floating a company.” With 
building experience and an appreciation of the value of Coimadai 
lime, Mr Alkemade, assisted by his sons, had taken up three lime 
claims in Coimadai in 1886 and commenced constructing kilns. 
In June 1886, the Express reported that “the kilns are now in full 
working order, and are calculated to produce ninety tons of lime 
per week by working continually day and night.” At its 1886 
height, output is believed to have been 2000 bags a week. (Peter 
Alkemade) 
A report in the Bacchus Marsh Express of 1887 captures the 
energy and optimism prevailing at the float of the Alkemade 
Hydraulic Lime Company. (See right.) 

Initially, two shaft kilns had been erected to process the lime and 
another three were built as business prospered. Constructed of 
squared stone and lined with brick, each kiln was approximately 
four metres in diameter and nine metres high. Backed by 
artificial earth banks enclosing a feed shaft, these continuous 
feed kilns were imposing structures and the focus of a huge 
amount of industry. Local timber was cut and hauled to the kilns, 
lime was quarried nearby, the kilns were loaded and fired and 
finally, the processed lime was crushed, bagged and carted. 

Writing in the Australian Journal of Historical Archaeology, 
Michael Pearson briefly describes the process of lime burning 
used at Alkemade’s kilns.  
 “The fuel was timber inter-layered with limestone, which 
because of the nature of the stone was first pugged with water 
and made into bricks for placing in the kiln. The operation was 
continuous, fuel and stone being replenished as lime was drawn 
off from the base. 

These Were Once Landmarks 
	

THE COIMADAI LIME COMPANY. On Wednesday last a large party 
of Melbourne ladies and gentlemen paid a visit to Bacchus Marsh by 
special train with the intention of proceeding to Coimadai to inspect 
the works of the Hydraulic Lime and Cement Company which 
Messrs. Alkemade and Co. have recently put on the share market.                  
The company numbered over 100, and were conveyed out to the 
kilns in three of Cobb's coaches and sundry other vehicles hastily 
engaged as the attendance was larger than had been expected. 
Among those present were the Hon. J. Wood, M.L.A., Hon. Dr. L. L. 
Smith, M.L.A., Messrs. Alston and Payne, of Alston & Brown; Mr. J. 
Roberts, of the City of Melbourne Bank; Mr. Chase. one of the 
Directors; Mr. Dibley, one of the principal shareholders of the firm of 
Dibley & Sons iron merchants, who had the contract for the iron 
viaduct over the Werribee on the Bacchus Marsh line; Mr. Adam, of 
the Tramway Trust; Cr. Garton; Mr. Willoughby, of the Argus; Mr. C. 
R. Blackett, Government Analytical Chemist; Messrs. Tappin, 
Denehy, Watt, Barnett, and Jobbins, Architects; …W. H. Steel 
(Inspector-General of Public Works) …  
Work was busily in progress at the lime claim, and the visitors were 
soon all over the place, with Mr. Alkemade, senior, describing the 
character of the lime rock. A new kiln is in process of building, and 
altogether the property looked well. The new men who have joined 
the Company are very sanguine that they have a good thing in hand, 
and they talk of erecting a large number of additional kilns, also of 
opening a depot in Melbourne for the manufacture and sale of 
mortar, all ready for use, as done in London. On returning to Bacchus 
Marsh, about half-past 3 o'clock, an excellent luncheon was given at 
the Border Inn, with Mr. John Cain, who has been associated with 
Messrs. Alkemade in the property, in the chair. After the toast of "The 
Queen" had been drunk, the Chairman proposed "Success to the 
Hydraulic Lime and Cement Company of Australia." He said the 
quarry they had visited revealed a face of limestone which would not 
disgrace any lime district in the world. The lime could be produced at 
a cheap rate, and its quality was very superior. As Melbourne would 
be the capital of a Greater Britain than they had left behind them it 
would require many large public buildings, and this lime was the very 
thing for them.                                   	The	Bacchus Marsh Express May 7 1887 
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A range of infrastructure and equipment supported production. This included a tramway and trolleys for transporting lime from 
the quarry to the kilns, a turntable, a winch-house, a well, water tanks, pump and viaduct, as well as storage sheds and machinery 
serviced (and sometimes devised) by the Alkemades and upgraded as technology advanced. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Dibley’s Kilns 
Within six months of the Alkemade kilns being brought into 
production in 1886, Mr Edwin Dibley took a lease on the 
remaining lime deposits at Coimadai and established the 
Hydraulic Lime Company, the launch attracting a similar 
amount of enthusiastic comment in the press. Little seems to 
be known of Mr Dibley, although he was associated with the 
construction of the iron viaduct over the Werribee River on 
the Bacchus Marsh rail line. He was also, at least initially, a 
principal shareholder in Alkemade’s company. 

Dibley first built a square flare kiln but found that it did not 
reliably provide the required heat. (The	 burning	 process	
required	a	temperature	of	940	degrees	centigrade	to	separate	
the	carbon-dioxide	from	the	calcium	in	the	limestone.)	The two 
adjoining kilns on the site were continuous feed shaft kilns 
similar to Alkemade’s. All three of Dibley’s kilns were fronted 
with squared rubble and lined with brick. 

	

The Boom Ends  
Throughout the late 1880s and into the ’90s, Melbourne was 
taking as much lime as could be transported. Processing at 
both sites proceeded at a cracking pace. The proprietors of 
each company were confident enough in the future of their 
industry to lobby hard for the construction of a railway which 
would connect Bacchus Marsh to Coimadai and perhaps 
continue to Holden (Diggers Rest). The possible route was 
much debated. Before any of these dreams could be fulfilled, 
the building boom collapsed, and with it the demand for lime. 
Dibley’s company did not survive the “bust” of 1892. 
Alkemade’s company continued , although for a time in a 
reduced state. A further blow occurred some years later when 
Petrus Alkemade was thrown from his haulage wagon by a 
bolting horse and killed. His sons rallied and took on 
responsibility for the business, one which they knew from the 
ground up. Eventually, Alkemade’s company prospered once 
more, having absorbed Dibley’s works soon after the end of 
the boom. 

 

These Were Once Landmarks 1: The Coimadai Lime Kilns (continued) 
	

2.
.	3.	

Views of the Alkemade Lime Kilns over time 

1. The kilns in their heyday (1900-1916?) Note the 
impressive load ready to be hauled up and out of 
the Coimadai valley and then through many 
undulations to the Bacchus Marsh rail station. 
Each bag weighed a little over 50kg and was 
loaded by hand. Wagons carried up to 250 bags 
per trip. 

Society Archive 
  

2. Derelict Brickworks Coimadai, (1964), Artist 
Kenneth Jack                                State Library of Victoria 

 
3. The kilns in 1986, prior to inundation by Lake 

Merrimu, showing further deterioration. 
Society Archive 

1.
1.	
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The Later Years of the Kilns  
An Express report of 1905 described the advances in 
automated production at the kilns. Equipment included a 
steam engine, boiler, a roller and crushing pan, a brick making 
machine and a belt to take the lime bricks up to the mouth of 
the kiln for firing. The same report noted that the Alkemades 
directly employed fifteen workers and that output was 25,000 
bags per year.  

Writing in 1916, Anders Hjorth reported production to be 
600-700 bags per week. “They managed gradually to 
increase the output, by supplying other parts of the State, as 
well as Melbourne with lime, (and) had by this time got a 
good reputation. Year by year the business kept extending; 
production having also been cheapened by the introduction 
of various labour-saving appliances and the turning out of a 
first-class article.”  

Peter Alkemade recalled that in the 1930s the Company had a 
staff of fifty. Nevertheless, the Company faced increasing 
challenges in the pre and post WWII years. Demand for lime 
diminished as the use of concrete came to dominate the 
building industry. The war and post war period saw wages 
increase dramatically and there was a greater awareness of the 
dangers inherent in lime production. The kilns ceased 
production in 1953, although dolomite (unburnt lime for use 
in agriculture) continued to be mined and crushed until the 
second phase of the Merrimu Reservoir inundation in 1986.  

Merrimu Reservoir and surrounds are closed to the public but the Bacchus Marsh Heritage Guide advises that the remains of 
Dibley’s kilns are visible from the vantage point of Bennett’s Lane near the Coimadai Primary School. The kilns are on the eastern 
side of the reservoir and south of the old road leading to the water. Binoculars are needed.  
 
 

 
Anderson’s Border Store (later Anderson’s General Store) was once a hub of commercial activity, supplying local residents with a 
wide range of goods – from farming to domestic supplies – for over 100 years. With its distinctive bluestone edifice, white quoins 
and deep veranda, “Anderson’s” cast an air of civility and decorum over generations of Main Street shoppers.  

James Young, and the Original “Border Store 
Built by James Young in 1866, the Border Store opened for business the same year. 
Other enterprises associated with James Young were the Border Inn and the Border 
Flour Mill. The word “Border” in all these titles expresses James Young’s strong 
connection to a Scottish identity associated with the Scottish counties bordering 
England. 
Young was an early version of a stock and station agent. He not only bought and sold 
stock and produce but was prepared to provide cash advances for produce (including 
crops still in the ground) and negotiate loans. Members of the district’s essentially rural 
community	 could then exchange their produce for required goods. This provided a 
much-needed service for farmers at a time when access to markets and commercial 
institutions was not well established. It was a winning formula and no doubt 
contributed to the store’s commercial success. Young was passionately Presbyterian 
and devoted to the advancement of Bacchus Marsh. Yet his energy, business acumen 
and community spirit did not preserve him from risk. (Excerpts from his obituary, 
printed in the Express refer to the difficulties he experienced.) In 1869, Young wound 
up his many commercial interests in Bacchus Marsh in favour of making a fresh start 
in Nagambie. (See following page) 
 

These Were Once Landmarks 1: The Coimadai Lime Kilns (continued) 
	

The	Remains	of	Dibley’s	Kilns	
The brick lined arched entrances to the two shaft kilns can be clearly seen. 
Shrubbery has almost obscured Dibley’s square flare kiln adjacent to the 
right. It is clearly identifiable in the Bacchus Marsh Heritage Guide photo, 
(p95) taken some years earlier and minus the shroud of trees. The beauty 
of the weathered sandstone walls can be appreciated in this colour photo. 

Society	Archive	
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William Anderson (1822-1894), another Scottish Borders man, bought the 
store for 600 from James Young in 1869, having run the business as a lessee 
for the previous six months. Competition was stiff at the Melbourne auction. 
Anderson was the losing bidder for Young’s adjacent Border Flour Mill which 
was sold to W & HG Grant for 1,700. 

 
 

An auctioneer and commission agent, William Anderson continued the 
integrated commercial processes that had proved so important to the store’s 
past success. Just as his predecessor had done, William Anderson held a 
central position in community life. He was elected president of the Mechanics 
Institute in 1870 and was for some years a local councillor. He also held 
longstanding roles as a land classifier and pound keeper. Like James Young, 
he was an ardent  
Presbyterian and staunch supporter of community causes, especially those 
concerning Maddingley and the welfare of fellow Scottish immigrants. In 
1882, he lobbied for the agricultural show yards to be located at Maddingley. 
The temperance movement was important to him and he hosted much 
fundraising for the advancement of religion, such as the building of the 
Coimadai Presbyterian Church.  

 
 
The Later Mr Andersons 
After William’s death in 1894, the business passed to his son, Thomas (1849- 1931), who by then 
had been running the store for many years. A keen churchman, Thomas upheld the community 
values of his family, taking a prominent part in local affairs. He was a trustee of Maddingley Park, 
a member of the Shire Council, a local Clerk of Courts and a Commissioner for the taking of 
Affidavits. Thomas maintained his father’s successful practice of buying local produce and 
providing a wide range of retail goods in the store. This encouraged loyalty, and indeed, regular 
customers were known as “Border Men.” (“Border Women” would have more accurately reflected 
shopping practices.) 

 

These Were Once Landmarks 2: Anderson’s Border Store (continued) 
	

Mr.	 Young	 was	 born	 at	 Flodden,	 in	
Northumberland,	 in	 or	 about	 the	 year	 1818	
consequently	he	was	about	53	years	of	age	at	the	
time	 of	 his	 death.	 ….About	 1849	 he	 settled	 in	
Bacchus	Marsh,	and,	in	partner-ship	with	Mr.	W.	
Lyle,	 now	 resident	 amongst	 us,	 he	 built	 the	
Border	Flour	Mill.	He	 remained	possessor	of	 it	
until	the	latter	end	of	1869,	when	he	left	Bacchus	
Marsh	 	 for	Nagambie,	 in	 the	Goulburn	 district.	
During	all	the	years	of	his	residence	in	Bacchus	
Marsh	 he	 was	 a	 prominent	 member	 of	 the	
community;	 indeed,	 at	 one	 time	he	was	 called,	
and	 no	 doubt	was,	 in	 a	 certain	 sense,	 "king	 of	
Bacchus	 Marsh".	 He	 was	 an	 intelligent	 man,	 a	
teetotaller,	 and	 industrious,	 therefore	 it	 is	 not	
surprising	 that	 he	was	 very	 prosperous	 up	 till	
about	 1863,	 when	 he	 paid	 a	 short	 visit	 to	 his	
friends	 in	 the	 old	 country.	 From	 that	 time	 his	
affairs	 became	 somewhat	 involved,	 mainly	
owing	 to	 bad	 seasons,	 and	 unsuccessful	
speculations	 in	 farming	 and	 squatting,	 until	 at	
length	the	crisis	came	in	1869,	and	his	estate	was	
assigned,	the	result	being	that	he	left	a	district	in	
which	he	had	resided	over	twenty	years	and	no	
doubt	 looked	 to	 make	 his	 final	 resting	 place	
upon	 earth,	 and	 commenced	 a	 life	 anew	 at	
Nagambie...Very	 many	 persons	 now	 settled	 in	
freeholds	 of	 their	 own	 in	 Bacchus	 Marsh	 and	
surrounding	 districts	 can	 trace	 a	 connection	
between	 Mr.	 Young	 and	 the	 cause	 of	 their	
settlement	in	this	part	of	the	colony.	Some	were	
advised	 by	 him	 to	 emigrate	 from	 their	 native	
land;	 some	 were	 employed	 by	 him	 in	 various	
capacities;	 some	were	his	 relatives,	 and	others	
he	assisted	to	settle	down	under	the	Land	Acts	of	
1862	and	1865.		
…	 He	was	 Chairman	 and	member	 of	 the	 Road	
Board	 for	many	 years;	 he	was	 a	 Justice	 of	 the	
Peace,	and	in	all	matters	of	a	public	kind	he	took	
a	 prominent	 part.	 He	 spent	 much	 time	 in	
advocating	a	scheme	of	irrigation	for	the	district,	
and	 in	 former	 years	 joined	 in	 the	 agitation	 to	
procure	a	railway	to	Melbourne;	in	fact,	he	was	
mixed	up	with	all	public	matters,	and	amongst	
other	things	took	a	great	 interest	 in	promoting	
the	erection	of	schools.	

The	Bacchus	Marsh	Express,	18	March	1871	

	The	Bacchus	Marsh	Express	1869	

The Beginning of the Anderson Era	

																	The	store	in	the	time	of	William	and	Thomas	Anderson																			Society	Archive	
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In reflecting on his service to the town, the Express reports:
“Mr. Anderson was one of those men who did not watch the 
clock during his working hours, and spent many strenuous 
days in building up his business, which included long trips 
around the district in a two-horse wagon collecting produce, 
which was taken in the same way to the city markets—before 
the days of either railways or motor cars.” (The Melton Express, 22 
Aug 1931) 
In addition, Thomas extended Anderson’s business operations. 
In 1898, he resurrected the old and by then defunct Border 
Flour Mill as the Merrimu Concentrated Milk And Butter 
Factory. (Anderson’s butter went on to win many prizes.) 
A keen sportsman, he was the recipient of, “…two medals and 
a framed certificate of the Royal Humane Society, which had 
been presented to Mr. Anderson for his life-saving exploits 
during local floods, as he was an expert swimmer.” (The Melton 
Express, 22 Aug 1931) 
In 1920, Thomas retired from management of the business in 
favour of his son George. George Anderson (1893-1971) had 
been educated at Scotch College and then sent elsewhere to gain 
experience in commercial practices. Business flourished 
through the 1920s and the shop expanded. In October 1922 the 
Express reported that, “the Border Store business has grown 
so rapidly of late that enlargement of the premises has become 
necessary… It is Mr. Anderson's intention to erect a new brick 
shop on the eastern side of the present store, and both will be 
connected by an open doorway; some alterations will also be 
made to the existing premises, and when the whole is 
completed, much more room will be available for increase of 
stock and better facilities for displaying same and handing it 
over to customers. “(The Melton Express , 14 October 1922)  

Charlie Burbidge was employed at the store from 1920-1941 
and had fond recollections of the Andersons, both old and 
young. Although Thomas had retired, he maintained a 
residence at the back of the shop and kept an eye on the running 
of the store.  
“He (Thomas) would come over and say, ‘Charlie, a place for 
everything and everything in its place’ if the broom would be 
sitting up against the wall and not put in its place. He’d come 
again and say, ‘If a job’s worth doing, it’s worth doing well. 
You didn’t sweep up properly there.’ He used to get me wild 
but by gee it’s carried.” (See Geoffrey Camm’s Bacchus Marsh by Bacchus 
Marsh.) 

Comparing Anderson’s with shopping in more recent times, 
Charlie recalled, “They used to have everything they have now, 
but it wasn’t in packages. – candles, pearl barley, split peas, 
all that sort of thing. They were just in bins and you got to 
weigh out your pound or whatever they wanted. Potatoes, 
onions, pollard, bran, wheat, chaff, bales of straw – we sold 
everything.” 
Charlie found George to be a good, fair boss. Although he had 
the Scotchman’s reputed acumen for economy, he would give 
people “a pretty good go”, and saw his employees and 
customers through the Depression and war years. The 1940s 
brought some new faces to Anderson’s, faces that  would be 
familiar to many of this Society’s older members. Miss Bessie 
Tolmie worked at Anderson’s until her marriage to Len Farrell 
in 1942. Her position was then filled by Miss Evelyne Smith. 
Society members may be able to name other workers associated 
with the store 

 
. 

The end of an Era  
Anderson’s Border Store - and its rival across the road, the 
Bacchus Marsh Dairy Men’s Co-operative - occupied a unique 
position in the community for decades, but as the 1960s wore 
on, their role as central commercial institutions in the town 
began to fragment. Easier car travel and the rise of 
supermarkets meant cheaper goods were now within reach. 
Farm practices were changing and more efficient transport to 
markets had developed. Bacchus Marsh itself was a less self-
contained place and the old retail loyalties were greatly 
diminished.  
After more than a century in the hands of one family, 
Anderson’s Border Store closed its doors for the final time  
within a year or so of George Anderson’s death in 1971. The 
store was the placed on Victorian Heritage Register in 1978. It 
was demolished in 1980. (per Marlene Spurr) 

************ 
 

 
 
 

 
 

These Were Once Landmarks 2: Anderson’s Border Store (continued) 
	

																													Anderson’s	Store	Circa	1970																							Society	Archive	
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Mechanics’ Institutes spread rapidly across the across the English-speaking world in the 19th Century. The “Mechanics’”  movement 
embodied a set of values supporting access to knowledge for ordinary people while at the same time fostering community social and 
cultural engagement. Nineteenth century Victoria, with its newly developed settlements and an immigrant population bent on self-
improvement, proved a particularly fertile seed-bed for the movement. The foundation stone for the first Mechanics’ Institute at 
Bacchus Marsh was laid in 1858, an act made possible by the philanthropically minded James Young’s donation of land. Located on 
the western side of Young Street, just a couple of blocks south of the Bennet Street corner, the building was to meet the needs of the 
local community for the next twenty-five years.   

In keeping with infancy of the township, the building erected was 
neither large nor elaborate. Its simple, symmetrical Georgian style, 
arched front doorway and brownstone quoins were features it shared 
with other early buildings of the district. Entertainments, concerts, 
fundraising bazaars and grittily abrasive political debates - all found 
a home within its walls throughout the 1860s and ‘70s. “Popular 
Readings” were held there through the winter months. From 1866 
onwards, The Express gave no holds barred critiques of this event.  
The following one dates from August 1868: 

Serious and pressing matters of local concern were thrashed out here 
too. In August 1866, the appointment of a new head teacher for the 
Common School (later known as State School 28) was hotly debated 
at the Mechanics’ Institute. Accusations and counter accusations 
flew between members of the School’s Board of Advice. The 
Presbyterian faction suspected that C of E Members of the Board had 
put their man in for the job of principal, rather than the best man. 
While emotions were raised and indignation flared, the venue 
provided a neutral space for speakers on each side to put their case 
before more than 100 members of the community. The issue was well 
aired and order maintained, enabling the audience to judge the 
matter as they saw fit. 
The Mechanics’ Institute provided a setting for issues of significance 
that affected Victoria as a whole to be brought before the people of 
Bacchus Marsh. Championed by Thomas Anderson, a young Alfred 
Deakin campaigned for the Victorian Legislative Assembly from this 
venue in 1879. (He won the seat of West Bourke but resigned as a 
matter of principle when he discovered electoral irregularities at the 
Newham polling booth. Deakin was voted back into government in 
1880.) He spoke at the Bacchus Marsh Mechanics’ Institute six times 
between 1879 and 1883, canvassing a wide range of topics, including 
the need for irrigation, electoral reform and the development of a 
national identity. In 1902 he became Prime Minister of the 
Commonwealth of Australia. 
The Mechanics’ Institute also provided a campaign venue for Peter 
Lalor, of Eureka Stockade fame, when he stood as an MLA for the 
seat of South Grant in the 1860s and ‘70s.   
Meetings and events for a variety of local organisations were held 
there. These included the Prince of Wales Light Horse Troop, the 
Bacchus Marsh and Pentland Hills Farmers Society and  the Bacchus 
Marsh Cricket Club.  

These Were Once Landmarks 3: The First Bacchus Marsh Mechanics’ Institute 

	

BACCHUS	MARSH	POPULAR	READINGS.	
The	 Mechanics’	 Institute	 was	 crowded	 on	 Monday	
evening,	when	another	of	 the	above	entertainments	was	
given.	 The	 room	 was	 so	 full	 that	 many	 persons	 were	
turned	 away	 from	 the	doors.	Mr.	 F.	 T.	 Gell	 occupied	 the	
chair,	 and	 made	 some	 suitable	 introductory	 remarks,	
reserving	to	himself	the	right,	as	he	said,	to	make	a	speech	
if	he	chose.	It	seems	impossible	to	prepare	a	programme	
which	can	be	adhered	to,	and	so	at	the	beginning	Messrs.	
Carlton	and	Robertson	had	to	supply	the	place	of	Mr.	Bain,	
by	giving	some	dance	music	upon	the	violin	and	piano.	Mr.	
Wilson	 was	 set	 down	 to	 read	 the	 Argus	 critique	 upon	
Penny	Readings,	but	owing	to	some	objection	being	made	
to	his	doing	so	he	did	not	appear	during	the	evening.		
Mr.	 Reid	 sang	 very	 nicely	 "My	Boy	Tammy."	Mr.	 O'Hara	
read	a	ludicrous	piece	called	"	Moll	Roe's	Wedding."		
This	was	very	much	approved	of.	Mrs.	Shebler	and	Messrs.	
Carlton	and	Robertson	sang	a	 trio,	which	was	not	above	
criticism,	as	might	have	been	expected	when	no	adequate	
rehearsal	could	have	been	had.	Mr.	W.	Grant	selected	two	
quaint	 compositions	 called	 lay	 sermons,	 and	 very	 good	
they	were.	Mr.	Gorringe	sang	"Juanita”,	but	owing	 to	 the	
absence	 of	 any	 accompaniment,	 and	 probably	 from	
nervousness	also,	he	was	not	thoroughly	successful.	
	Mr.	 W.	 Hallahan	 favoured	 the	 company	 with	 the	 "Last	
Rose	of	Summer"	upon	the	cornopean,	and	received	well-
merited	applause.	Mr.	Carlton	gave	 "I'm	Afloat"	with	his	
usual	ability,	notwithstanding	that	the	accompaniment	on	
the	pianoforte	was	not	what	it	should	have	been.	
	Mr.	J.	S.	Cooper	read	in	his	best	manner	a	portion	of	"'Tom	
Burke	 of	 Ours,"	 descriptive	 of	 Darby	 McGowan's	
appearance	 at	 a	 celebrated	 trial.	Mrs.	 Shebler	 sang	 very	
prettily	a	song	called,	we	believe,	"Won't	You	Tell	Me	Why	
Robert?"	Again,	the	absence	of	any	accompaniment	was	a	
drawback…	

The	Express	15	Aug	1868	
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The  Institute provided a venue for visiting preachers such as 
Mr Hamilton who visited from Melbourne to minister to local 
Baptists prior to the building of the Baptist church. 
Important, though less well documented, is the role the 
Bacchus Marsh Mechanics’ Institute played in enabling 
residents of the district to access reading material and by 
implication, knowledge and self-education. At a General 
Meeting of the Committee of Management in 1867, Secretary 
Forsyth reported that, “a reading room has been built at a cost 
of £79 10s. This room has been a very great boon to the 
members of the Institute, as the Hall can be let for any purpose 
without inconvenience to the members.” The Institute’s library 
held one thousand books. Periodicals and various Melbourne 
newspapers were also available. 
Members paid an annual subscription. Hall hire, a small annual 
government grant and donations from local organisations  
provided further support.  Finances appeared to be in a healthy 
state during the 1860s and ‘70s.  
By the late 1870s, it was becoming increasingly apparent that 
the hall no longer had the capacity to serve the needs of the 
district’s growing population. It was simply too small. Various 
solutions were proposed, such as expanding the northern wall 

of the building. Fortunately, this idea was rejected.  After much 
community debate, and some misgiving expressed by those 
from the western end of the township, Charles Manning’s 
proposal to donate land for a new Mechanics’ Institute on the 
present site of the library was accepted.  
The new Mechanics’ Institute was opened in 1883. It was  a 
large, well-proportioned and solidly constructed building 
which housed a library, hall and municipal offices – all vital to 
the needs of  a larger and more complex township. Fundraising 
for the new building was in part shouldered by the local 
community. As part of this, the old Mechanics Institute was 
offered as a prize in an Art Union Raffle. The winning ticket was 
unsold and  Mr Thomas Anderson later bought the building for 

50. (Moore and Oomes, Bacchus Marsh: A Pictorial Chronicle) 
For some years it became a private residence but many readers 
will remember it as the lodge of the fraternal and charitable 
organisation, the RAOB (Royal Antediluvian Order of 
Buffaloes) and commonly referred to as the Buffs’ Hall. It was 
also home to the Bacchus Marsh & District Historical Society 
before the Society had a home of its own. 
Bacchus Marsh’s first Mechanic’s Institute was demolished in 
April 1993 (per Marlene Spurr). 
 

 

 
 
 

The pepper tree at the Bacchus Marsh 
Railway Station was a much-loved 
landmark for generations of train 
travellers. Pepper trees (Schinus areira) 
were valued by early settlers for the dense 
shade provided by their graceful, weeping 
foliage and for their ability to flourish in 
tough conditions. No doubt for these 
reasons, pepper trees became popular 
schoolground plantings, their gnarled 
roots and pebbly pearl-pink peppercorns 
providing props for many children’s 
games in the early to mid-Twentieth 
Century - and perhaps beyond. 
 

Noted as outstanding for its height, trunk 
and canopy spread, the Bacchus Marsh 
Railway Station pepper tree was classified by the National Trust in 1983. Two years earlier, it had been officially assessed as having 
a height of fifteen metres, a canopy spread of twenty-two metres and a girth of seven metres. The tree was of historical significance, 
having been planted to commemorate the opening of the Bacchus Marsh Railway Station in 1887. Although its condition was noted 
as “good” when it was assessed by the National Trust in 1981, severe storm damage in 1985 revealed termite infestation and structural 
weakness. To the great regret of many, it was removed in 1985, just couple of years short of its centenary.  
 

 

The Bacchus Marsh and District Historical Society is proud to have the support of the following organisations: 

 

 

 

 

 

These Were Once Landmarks 3: The First Bacchus Marsh Mechanics’ Institute (continued) 

Thes	ewere	once	Landmarks	

These Were Once Landmarks 4: The Railway Station Pepper Tree 
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